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Ivan Chau 
Uni ve r si t y 1

“I think we have good security, no 
one at university is in any danger of 
anything it looks like a safe area.” 

MelanIe Puhawan 
S c ie nc e ye ar  4

“I would have to say yah, I have not really 
heard of too many crimes happening on 
campus…I have heard of a few stolen items 
from the book store or something but I 
am pretty sure U of M campus would do 
everything they can to prevent crimes from 
happening to make sure students feel safe.”

erIn CollIns 
Uni ver si t y 1

“I feel really safe when I am at the university of 
Manitoba and I stay a lot of late nights, I feel 
safe because there is always a lot of people 
around and they have that thing in motion 
where if you want to be walked to your car 
you can be walked to your car…actually thats 
why I came here because at the University of 
Winnipeg its downtown and in a bad area and 
they do not have very good security measures”

Mathew MCgrath 
Uni ver si t y 1

“ I do not feel that there is enough security, 
All I see around is the patrol cars no 
actually individuals around us…we need 
them more places out of their cars out 
of their vehicles and in public places.” 

Do you feel that the University of Manitoba have adequate security measures in place to 
ensure that students do not become victims of crime?

U of M Events

by Matea Radic

cover image

I N D E X

Bus pass saLes inCrease 
anD so Do Lineups
UMSU is considering a second point of sale for post-secondary passes

KEviN SChulz, stAff

Last week, a record number of uni-
versity students lined up outside of 
Answers to pick up their October 

bus passes — on Oct. 1, the long line of 
frustrated students wound from Answers 
to the East doors of University Centre, 
then back to the stairs.  

Figures that were provided by UMSU 
and verified by Winnipeg Transit show 
that for Sept. 2008, the last complete 
month of sales, a total of 5,565 post-sec-
ondary bus passes were sold. This is an 18 
per cent increase over the 4,526 units sold 
in Sept. 2007. This trend continues with 
the first available statistics of October.

As of Oct. 3, post-secondary pass sales 
had already exceeded sales of Oct. 2007 
by a total of six per cent. This month’s 
passes are still available until Oct. 14.  

Post-secondary bus passes, which are 
$14.25 cheaper than regular adult bus 
passes, and can only be purchased at four 
locations — on post-secondary campuses 

— which led to the lineup. 
UMSU president Jonny Sopotiuk 

said that although the are quite high, he 
pointed to a number of factors that he 
believes will only drive student usage of 
Winnipeg Transit higher as the school 
year progresses.

“This increasing trend and growth of 

students using public transit in Winnipeg 
is expected to continue as student wages 
stay stagnant and the cost of living, gas 
prices and university related expenses 
including tuition and textbooks grow 
even higher,” Sopotiuk said.

With the number of students opting 
to take public transit, Sopotiuk acknowl-
edged that the distribution system for the 
student passes needs to be revamped and 
student concerns need to be addressed. 
He added that UMSU was looking for a 

“temporary solution” to the lineups. 
Blair Kleinsasser, a U1 student, said 

he intended to purchase a post-secondary 
pass on Tuesday afternoon. Instead, he 
waited until Friday to purchase a pass 
because he said he felt confused and dis-
oriented at the sight of the long lines in 
front of the Answers information booth, 
currently the only location for students to 
buy the student passes at the U of M.  

Referring to the mass of students in 
line, Kleinsasser said, “It was ridiculous. 
It was so long that you couldn’t tell 
whether you were in line for a bus pass 
or for Tim Hortons.”

Mike Gould, a commerce student, 
proposed his own solution to the long 
wait times.

“[The lines] were a little excessive. 
Answers should try to maybe set up 
a second booth to sell passes, because 

people have places to go to.”
Sopotiuk said that the UMSU Living 

office in University Centre could be 
opened as a second point of sale on cam-
pus for November bus passes. Pending 
the successful acquisition of a scanner to 
verify student cards at the Living Kiosk 
location, Sopotiuk would like to have 
the operation up and running by the 
end of October.

Other universities, including those 
in Vancouver and Kingtson, Ont. have 
universal bus passes, or U-Passes, that are 
paid for by the term or annually, reliev-
ing the wait. 

Sopotiuk said the controversial 
U-Pass is “too cost-prohibitive to bring 
to the entire student body.” When 
Winnipeg Transit considered the U-Pass 
a few years ago, the suggested cost was 
only a few dollars less than the current 
passes, but with a U-Pass all students 
would be required to purchase passes 
with their tuition. 

Instead,Sopotiuk said a second point 
of sale will help “to alleviate the start of 
the month line-ups.” 

Sopotiuk said a second point of sale 
for student bus passes should work as a 

“temporary solution” to the problems of 
long wait times and heavy congestion 
inside of University Centre. 

O c t .  7  ( a n d  1 4 )

InDesign learning series
the most important piece of design 
software can have a place on your 
resume (and in designing it) in 
this 3-part course. find out about 
late registration and other classes 
at manitoba.ca/ist/training/reg. 

O c t .  8
Cuba: Continuity 
and Change
Visiting scholar Prof. Carolos Alzugaray 
discusses the future of everyone's 
favourite communist nation; Eckhart-
Grammate Hall, U of W 7-9 p.m..

O c t .  9
Can a semiconductor 
operate as a human cell?
According to Dr. Jean-Pierre 
Leburton, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, "the ability to 
manipulate the enormous information 
resources contained in DNA molecules 
for applications in information 
technology is one of the new great 
scientific challenges at the cross 
road of biology, information science, 
physics and electrical engineering." 
3:30 p.m. in 330 Allen Building.

{ O c t  9  c O n t ’ d }

Jammin' the Dragon
Every thursday at 8 p.m. at the 
Perrett/Roy studio, 290 McDermot 
Ave., the faculty of Music's 
own "XIE" (Experimental Improv 
Ensemble - prounounced "sHAY") 
rock out experimentally. 

the Carnerius Code: 
Deciphering the Padua 
Diploma of 1684
Join librarian Betty Braaksma 
as she discovers the secrets 
of a 1684 diploma from Padua 
University — 12 p.m. in 330 Dafoe. 

O c t .  1 0 
Breaking Public health 
silences in namibia: 

"african homosexualities", 
hIv-vulnerability, and 
Community action
sfU professor Dr. Rob Lorway vies 
for a professorship at U of M's new 
Centre for Global Public Health; see 
what he brings to impress his would-
be employers at 12 p.m. in R060 
Medical Rehab (Bannatyne campus).
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UMSU bUSineSSeS Made More 
than $250k laSt year

MorGAN ModjESKi, stAff

The University of Manitoba 
Students’ Union has a num-
ber of businesses that supply 

University of Manitoba students with 
services without having to leave cam-
pus and because of it they have made 
$250,000. 

UMSU businesses on campus 
consist of GPA’s, Archives, Answers, 
Degrees restaurant, the Digital Copy 
Centre and IQs. All of these services are 
managed and owned by UMSU. 

According to UMSU president 
Jonny Sopotiuk, the businesses that 
are provided by the students’ union 
are intended to provide students with 
services at a fair price rather than make 
a profit. 

“It’s important to note that all of our 
businesses are run on a service model, 

not a profit model. This is to provide 
high-quality service at the lowest pos-
sible price for our members: students,” 
said Sopotiuk.

UMSU also provides a number of 
jobs for students when filling the posi-
tions that are needed to run UMSU 
services. “The businesses also offer over 
100 part-time on campus jobs that pay 
above minimum wage,” said Sopotiuk. 
The starting wage at UMSU businesses 
is $9 per hour, and the minimum wage 
is currently $8.50.

Sopotiuk stated that despite the fact 
that not all UMSU businesses make a 
profit, more profitable businesses bal-
ance out the losses. 

“Often Answers runs at a loss [ . . . ] 
The Digital Copy Centre on the other 
hand generates revenue, which helps 
to offset the costs of services such as 
Answers,” said Sopotiuk.

Jason Waldner a management stu-
dent at the U of M stated that some 
UMSU businesses are more impor-
tant than others, “I have yet to ‘use’ 
Answers,” said Waldner “I’ve been to 
IQ’s twice in four years, and very rarely 
go to GPA’s.”  

Waldner said he has only found 
two businesses on campus useful: “The 
Copy Centre is very valuable as well as 
Degrees. I would like to see the menu 
at Degrees expand.”

According to Sopotiuk, all prof-
its made from UMSU businesses go 
directly back into the union and ser-
vices provided by UMSU. Allocating 
the money is usually decided by a 
majority vote of UMSU council.

“Archives Used Bookstore, Degrees 
restaurant, [the] Digital Copy Centre, 
GPA’s and IQs are all projected to have 
surpluses this year while maintaining 

low prices,” said Sopotiuk.
According to the 2008-09 UMSU 

budget, some of the most profitable 
businesses on campus are IQs, pro-
jected to make $68,460; GPAs, pro-
jected to make $72,825; and the Digital 
Copy Centre projected to make the 
most, at an estimated $150,000. 

The less profitable businesses run 
by UMSU were Degrees, estimated 
to make only $10,000 while Answers 
is looking at an estimated $14,245 in 
losses. 

According to Jared Dudar, fourth-
year arts student at the University of 
Manitoba, “The best place for UMSU 
to use the profits from the businesses 
is probably either in events or improv-
ing services at said UMSU businesses 
(I’m sure they’ve got at least one or 
two new businesses waiting to be cre-
ated). Although it would be nice if they 

had some sort of textbook-subsidizing 
program.” 

Sarah Makenbach, University 1 
student at the U of M said he thinks 
that the profits from UMSU busi-
nesses should be given to students to 
help pay for post-secondary education, 

“The profits earned there should be put 
towards scholarships and bursaries, for 
those that have either truly earned the 
gift, or truly need it.”

Businesses like Answers have the 
priority of providing students with 
services, instead of providing a profit, 

“answering questions, selling tickets 
for faculty council and student group 
events.” These services are not profit-
able for UMSU, said Sopotiuk.

In total the amount of income esti-
mated for UMSU businesses this year 
is $320,745. 

Campus ComposTing program To expanD
AShlEy GAboury, stAff

S ince the introduction of the U 
of M’s composting program in 
2006, 25.7 tonnes of organic 

material has been diverted from the 
landfill. Compost expert, U of M 
professor Shirley Thompson, says that 
the university would be able to double 
the amount of material diverted with 
the introduction of post-consumer 
composting, the first of which will be 
implemented in Pembina Hall after 
the introduction of a larger compost 
field this fall.

Ophelia Morris, waste prevention 
coordinator for the university, said 
that a pre-consumer composting pro-
gram has been in place at the U of M 
since the spring of 2006. Morris said 
the project was initiated by the waste 
prevention officer of the time, Maire 
McDermott.

“Our first year, [2006-07], we had 
just under five tonnes of waste added 
to [the] compost pile and that’s a lot 
more than we expected. We expected 
maybe two tonnes but we got just 
under five.”

Morris said that these numbers 
should remain fairly steady, although 
this number could vary depending on 
what the food outlets offer. Compost 
can only contain organic material — 
that is, food-grade products, such as 
leftover food and plants. 

“Our issue right now is trying 
to find a container that works [for 
post-consumer composting]. We need 
probably eight to 10 containers but 
we need a container that works with 
[Pembina Hall’s] loading docks and 
for our truck. We’re in the process of 
trying to find a container that works 
for us in order to pick [up the organic 
material].”

According to Daryl Lucyk, U of 
M Food Services general manager, 
Aramark is in full support of expand-
ing composting efforts to include 
Pembina Hall. 

“We’re waiting for a larger compost 
field and it should be kicking in this 
fall. Once that happens, then they 
have the capacity to take the residence 
and the residence will be both pre- 

and post-consumer [composting].”
Lucyk said that in order to expand 

composting to include post-consumer, 
a number of other groups aside from 
Aramark would have to be involved. 
He said that this would also include 
educating and informing U of M 
consumers.

“There are a few players that have 
to be a part of it. Post-consumer is 
very difficult because even separat-
ing plastic and metal is a challenge 
because a lot of consumers don’t really 
pay attention.”

Morris said that there are many 
benefits to composting on campus 
including waste reduction and as a 
result, a reduction in transportation 
costs to the landfill and a reduction 
of disposal costs at the landfill. 

“It provides [the U of M] an organic 
soil alternative [as opposed] to buying 
soil every year. We have something 
to add to our flower beds to make 
them healthier and making campus 
nicer.”

Shirley Thompson, Natural 
Resource Institute assistant profes-
sor, said that she believes the U of M 

is doing extremely well in terms of 
composting.

“Right now it has a very fast deg-
radation time of one year which is 
fabulous. Backyard composts usu-
ally take two, three years. It’s being 
turned enough, it’s been given mois-
ture, it’s much, much quicker than 
in the landfill where it would take 
20 to 100 years.”

She said that with the addition 
of post-consumer composting, she 
believes that the amount of material 
sent for compost could potentially 
double.

“There has to be collection bins 
around campus, the key points are 
in the cafeterias which is an easy col-
lection because most of it is organics 
anyways. It’s having the plates which 
are compostable like paper- or corn-
based in which case you can throw 
everything in, or if they’re china 
plates, scraping everything off.”

Thompson cited the University of 
British Columbia as having an “amaz-
ing” composting program.

“They did a study of what was the 
best composting facility. Because they 

have this equipment where you add 
water and you add heat you speed up 
the process of composting and they 
get nice soil within three months,” 
Thompson said. 

In terms of improving the U of 
M’s grade of C in terms of food and 
recycling on the Green Report Card, 
Morris said that expanding compost-
ing to include Pembina Hall is not 
likely to lead to a better score.

“That report card doesn’t reflect 
the level [of composting]. It just 
asks ‘Do you do it?’ and yes we do it. 
It wouldn’t reflect anything on the 
report card.”

Thompson has been involved in 
a study for the last five years that 

looks at Brady landfill as a source 
of methane gas for the university to 
convert to energy. She said that if 
this project were to go through, the 
U of M composting program would 
remain in place.

“We did a national survey of com-
posting and landfill gas across Canada 
to realize that waste isn’t going down 
with recycling and the few compost-
ing programs in place. [Instead], the 
amount of waste going to landfills 
is still going up. In order to reduce 
our waste we do have to reduce our 
consumption, but composting organ-
ics would turn it into a much more 
positive direction.”
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TAKE THE FINANCIAL
STRESS OUT OF 
YOUR SEMESTER
SIGN UP TODAY FOR A STRESS-FREE CAMPUS ACCOUNT INCLUDING 
YOUR OWN STUDENT MASTERCARD* FROM CARPATHIA CREDIT UNION

As a Student Member at Carpathia, you’ll enjoy:

FREE Interac Debit Card Purchases
FREE Purchase Guard / Extended Warranty Protection
FREE ATM Withdrawals from any Manitoba Credit Union
FREE Personalized Cheques
FREE Service Charges
FREE No-Fee Student MasterCard*
FREE Travel Insurance

*O.A.C. Carpathia Campus Accounts are for registered and attending
 post-secondary students only. Full details in branches.

950 Main Street
Winnipeg MB R2W 3P4
Tel:  (204) 989-7400

80-2200 McPhillips Street
Winnipeg MB R2V 3P4
Tel:  (204) 989-7400

1341-A Henderson Highway
Winnipeg MB R2G 1M5
Tel:  (204) 989-7400

7.6% literacy increase a strong foot 
-hold for developing nations: Unesco

MorGAN ModjESKi, stAff

According to a recent study 
released by the United Nations 
Educational Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
world literacy has increased from 76 
per cent (during the period  from1985-
1994) to 83.6 per cent in the most recent 
study, conducted between 2000-06. 
UNESCO stated that the increases 
were caused by a swell of funding from 
governments to go towards improving 
literacy. 

The study found that Senegal, 
Burkina Faso and Mali all had an 
increase in budgets set aside for “funds 
allocated to literacy.”

According to the study Senegal 
tripled its literacy budget, and Burkina 
Faso now spends seven per cent (up 
from one per cent) of their educational 
budget to literacy. In Mali, the literacy 
budget went from $500 million to $4 
billion.

An increase was also reported in 
Bangladesh, Brazil, China, India and 
Nigeria.

On a whole the total number of 
adults that could not read worldwide 
went from 871 million between the 
periods of 1985-1994 to 774 million in 
2000-06, said UNESCO.

The study predicted that by 2015 
the world literacy rate would reach 
87 per cent.

The study also indicated that not 

all countries were seeing the same 
increase — in “some countries of sub-
Saharan Africa [ . . . ] the number of 
non-illiterate adults increased from 133 
million to 163 million.”

According to Koïchiro Matsuura, 
the director-general of UNESCO, 

“The international community must 
seek new ways to work with marginal-
ized populations for whom traditional 
approaches have proved ineffective.” 

McGill University professor of 
anthropology and Canadian Research 
Chair (CRC) Colin Chapman said 
that the increase in literacy could be 
the first of many steps to improve the 
life of millions of people. 

“The number 1 [correlation] with 
declining birth rate is female educa-
tion,” said Chapman, “What it means, 
is the birthrate of these countries will 
decline faster that they have in the past, 
which will mean people will become 
more urban.”

Chapman also states that the 
increase in literacy will allow a number 
of opportunities to arise, “Decreased 
birth rates will allow lots of things to 
cascade up [ . . . ] it will allow better 
education in the next generation, it will 
allow better healthcare next genera-
tion. Education is correlated to lots of 
different parameters and in general 

— particularly for developing nations 
— is really, really, positive.” 

Chapman said that the impact 
of this literacy increase could be 
soon as soon as 10 years from now. 

“Countries will be forming bigger cities 
[ . . . becoming] less rural and more 
urban.” He continued, “General educa-
tion will also increase equality, people 
will have a greater say in what happens 
to them.”

Despite the huge increase on a 
global scale, one of the largest increases 
in literacy was seen in developing coun-
tries, where the literacy rate went from 
a 68 per cent to 79 per cent 

U of M anthropology and sociology 
professor David Stymeist said that the 
ability to read will not provide oppor-
tunities if a country’s economy is on 
the verge of crumbling. 

“Literacy is not really going to deter-
mine stock markets,” said Stymeist, “If 
all those greedy psychopaths on Wall 
Street wreck the global economy, the 
fact that you can read or not doesn’t 
really matter.” 

He continued, “The very fact that 
you can read, in itself is not going to 
help you if your economy tanks [ . . . 
] If there are opportunities and you 
can take advantage of them, you can 
forge ahead a little bit, but being able 
to read is not going to make those 
opportunities.”

UNESCO has several initiatives 
to boost the promotion of literacy; 
three of them are the Literacy Initiative 
for Empowerment (LIFE), the 
Literacy Assessment and Monitoring 
Programme (LAMP) and the Non-
Formal Education and Management 
Information System (NFE-MIS). 

Patients’ lack of honesty bad 
for their health: study

Patients who criticize their doc-
tors’ diagnoses could get in the way 
of the right diagnosis, according to a 
new study by U of M researchers. 

“When you have patients that 
can’t communicate, there’s going 
to be a big issue. [ . . . ] Physicians 
may not be able to provide the right 
diagnosis,” Raymond Lee, a U of M 
Business professor and one of the 
study’s authors, told the Globe and 
Mail in a Sept. 26 article.

And when patients refuse to fol-
low the doctor’s orders, “It can affect 
their actual health outcome if they 
don’t follow through with treatment 
plans.”

The study was presented in 
June to a health care conference in 
Strasbourg, France. The team asked 
more than 300 Manitoba doctors for 
the daily problems they face, and 
many cited too little time for patients 
and, as a result, difficulty in commu-
nicating. Doctors also complained 
of complications from patients who 
fail to disclose that they are using 
homeopathic or natural medicine. 

The study also found that female 
patients reported more communica-
tion barriers in general, but compara-
tively much better communication 
with female patients. 

Pharmacy students ranked 
No. 1 in licensing

The Pharmacy Examining Board 
of Canada (PEBC) ranked U of M 
test-takers first in Canada as one of 
two schools to receive a 100 per cent 
overall certification on the national 
licensing examinations for 2008. 

The exam includes both multiple 
choices and a clinical examination 
component. Not only did U of M 
students receive a 100 per cent pass 

on both components, but they also 
received the fourth highest national 
score on the examination compo-
nent, and first in the country on 
multiple choice. 

Pharmacy dean David Collins 
said that U of M’s small class sizes 
have allowed U of M to be ranked 
first in Canada three times in the 
last five years. U of M averages a 93 
per cent pass rate each year, he said 
in a press release. 

Ayed and Asper receive 
honorary degrees

This year’s fall convocation will 
feature two famous alumnae of the 
U of M: CBC journalist Nahlah 
Ayed, and local philanthropist 
Gail Asper. 

Ayed will speak at Convocation 
on Wednesday, Oct. 29, at 3:30 
p.m.. Currently stationed in Beirut, 
Lebanon, she is the CBC’s corre-
spondent for the Middle East. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in genet-
ics and a master’s in interdisciplin-
ary studies at U of M — where 
she worked as Assistant Managing 
Editor of the Manitoban and Editor 
of the Gradzette — before pursuing 
a master’s in journalism at Carleton 
University. She received a Gemini 
for her television coverage of the 
Iraq war. 

Asper, president of Canwest 
Global, will speak on Oct. 30 at 3:30 
p.m. She received bachelor and law 
degrees from the U of M before join-
ing Canwest as a corporate secretary 
and legal counsel. She is best known 
for spearheading the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights project, 
and was inducted into the Order of 
Canada this summer. 

Both speeches will take place in 
the Investors Group Athletic Centre 
and are open to the public. 

umsu aims high 
for susTainaBiLiTy 
CommiTTee This year

MiChAElA SENKiw

Although UMSU’s environmen-
tal sustainability committee 
couldn’t make quorum last year, 

UMSU president Jonny Sopotiuk said 
he is confident that the committee will 
be successful in 2008-09. Already, he 
said, number of sustainability issues are 
planned as well as numerous UMREG 
recycling initiatives.

The UMSU environmental sus-
tainability committee consists of the 
vice-president (internal), two mem-
bers of council, two students at large 
and a non-voting representative from 
UMREG. Currently both of the stu-
dent-at-large positions are vacant. 

Sopotiuk said that the committee 
has only met once this year but that 
there are a “couple of issues that they 
were very interested in.”

These issues include recycling initia-
tives in the residences as well as cam-
paigns to educate students what can be 
recycled, a double-sided printing policy 
within UMSU, and an environmental 
review of UMSU businesses and ser-
vices. Sopotiuk said that all of these 
ideas are currently in the preliminary 
stages.

“Once proper research is done by 
committee members within UMSU 
then we can look up some more tan-
gible goals,” he said. 

Anders Annell, U of M recycling 
and environmental group (UMREG) 
coordinator and the UMSU commit-
tee’s non-voting representative, said 
that he hopes that the UMSU environ-

mental sustainability committee will be 
more successful than last year.

“I’m [on the committee] to voice 
what UMREG believes and to give a 
balance to the committee as well.”

Annell said that UMREG is going 
to initiate different advertising cam-
paigns this year to increase environ-
mental awareness on campus. Ideas for 
these advertising campaigns include 
more detailed posters on recycling bins 
and information spots on UMFM.

Although he was not a member of 
last year’s committee, Anders said that 
he believes that the environmental sus-
tainability committee is already off to 
a good start. 

“We have already met and that’s part 
of it. We’ve met each other, we’ve got 
a dialogue going, there’s some exciting 
ideas going around in terms of what 
UMSU can do and we have plans to 
meet again” 

He said that [the sustainability com-

mittee] has plans to meet again and that 
he hopes to see more people involved 
on the committee including UMREG 
members and interested students. 

“The more people you get involved 
the better. [ . . . ] Hopefully we’ll get 
some fire in our bellies and everyone 
will give it the real consideration that 
it takes.”

In terms of long-term goals for the 
committee, Sopotiuk outlined that 
UMSU would look to ban plastic 
water bottles and bags on campus in 
future years. 

Although he did not sit on the 
sustainability committee last year, 
Sopotiuk said the committee dis-
solved last year due to a lack of sudent 
involvement.

Sopotiuk encouraged anyone inter-
ested in the environment to take part 
in committee meetings as a non-voting 
member.

n e w s  b r i e f s
tessa vanderhart, staff
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sTuDenT fees hiT parT-Time sTuDenTs The harDesT
AShlEy GAboury, stAff

I n May 2005, the Board of 
Governors approved three new 
ancillary fees: $35 for registra-

tion, $35 for libraries, and $30 for 
student services. 

 Because these fees are charged 
at a f lat rate — the same for both 
full-time and part-time students, 
UMSU president Jonny Sopotiuk 
said the ancillary fees hit part-time 
students the hardest.

Debbie McCallum, vice-presi-
dent administration, said that these 
three ancillary fees are charged to 
both part-time and full-time at the 
same rate. According to McCallum 
a $15 technology fee was approved 
by the BoG, followed by the three 
other ancillary fees in 2006. The 
per-term fees also coincided with 
the university’s use of Aurora, an 
online registration system that can 
only assess fees on a per-term — not 
per-credit — basis. 

She said that these fees are nec-
essary to maintain the technology 
and services on campus.

“If a student is only taking two 
courses they’re still using the same 
facilities, they’re still using the 
library. We still have to invest that 
money to have the books there. It 

didn’t seem to make sense at the 
time to try and prorate it based on 
the number of courses you were 
taking. Basically, as long as the stu-
dents have need for those services 
we have to pay for those services so 
we have to assess them a fee in order 
to do that. It doesn’t necessarily cost 
less for us to provide the library 
services to a part-time student as 
it does to a full-time student. It’s 
the same cost. You have to have the 
same selection of books, the same 
hours of operation and so on.”

Karen Adams, director of librar-
ies, said that the library did not 
play a role in establishing the $35 
library fee. Rather, she said the 
Board of Governors was responsible 
for implementing this fee. She also 
said that the library does not receive 
these student fees separating from 
the general library allocation from 
the library.

“I don’t think the library has ever 
seen a discrete allocation tied to 
these fees. What we’ve have seen is 
increases in our budget since then 
that have helped us a lot with col-
lections and with technology.”

Adams said that these fees allow 
libraries to update their technology 
and expand their collection.

“We’ve had in the current fiscal 

year an additional $400,000 allo-
cated. [ . . . ] we’ve been able to do 
some new things with the money 
that’s coming in that is a benefit 
to the students and the research 
community.”

Adams stressed that the library 
has not been advocating for any 
increases in student library fees but 
would not be interested in billing 
student per-credit hour.

“You argue whether humanities 
students should pay the same as [ . 

. . ] Engineering students. I would 
say that I wouldn’t be interested 
in pay-per-use. I would guess that 
there are probably part-time stu-
dents that use it more than some 
full-time students.”

McCallum said that there are 
also a number of fees that are 
assessed on a per-credit-hour basis. 
They include tuition fees, technol-
ogy fees and laboratory fees.

She said her office does not 
implement changes to student fees 
but instead makes recommenda-
tions to the Board of Governors. 
McCallum said that she does not 
think that the university will reeval-
uate the assessment of ancillary fees 
on a f lat fee basis.

UMSU president Jonny Sopotiuk 
said that he would like the univer-

sity to get rid of ancillary fees.
“I think it’s a big concern for 

part-time students, [the idea of ] 
f lat fees. We see that a lot of part-
time students are mature students or 
students with families. They can’t 
take a full course load and if you’re 
only taking three credit hours, [the 
ancillary fees] add on just about 28 
per cent in additional fees to your 
tuition.”

“Since those fees have been imple-
mented, we’ve seen a decrease in the 
amount of part-time undergradu-
ate students here at the university,” 
Sopotiuk said.

Sopotiunk refers to data gathered 
by UMSU with numbers provided 
by the registrar’s office. In 2004-05, 
there were 5,261 part-time under-
graduate students. This number 
decreased to 4,757 part-time under-
grads in 2006-07 and decreases fur-
ther to 4,277 in 2007-08.

“This trend, from what we’ve 
heard from the registrar’s office, is 
predicted to continue. I think the 
only correlation you make is because 
of these huge ancillary fees.”

Sopotiuk said that the university 
does not prove that student fees col-
lected are put towards the services 
they represent.

“That can be used for the libraries, 

or it can be used to pay for profes-
sors or to build staircases. I don’t 
think these fees should exist period 
and I don’t think the university or 
the provincial government should 
have allowed [ancillary fees] to be 
implemented.”

According to Sopotiuk, there 
was a total of $100 in student fees 
implemented in 2006. He believes 
ancillary fees were implemented to 
undermine the tuition fee freeze.

“I think the most important part 
is that these fees hit our part-time 
students so hard, especially the 
mature and part-time students who 
have families and who are just look-
ing to work out a degree when they 
have many other life commitments. 
I think it’s discouraging to mature 
students from continuing on with 
the[ir] education.”

UMSU also assesses fees on a 
per-year rather than per-credit basis, 
and has since Aurora was imple-
mented. Both full and part-time stu-
dents (taking more than six credit 
hours per year) are required to buy 
in to the UMSU Health and Dental 
plan ($228.55 per year), unless they 
have alternative coverage. 

aBoriginaL sTuDenTs offereD 
funDing BuT no free TuiTion

SArAh KAhlil, stAff

A boriginal university students 
don’t get free education, con-
trary to many rumors. The 

majority of Status Indians, Inuit 
and Métis face the same hurdles 
to funding their post-secondary 
studies as any university student 

— and despite ethnicity-specific 
scholarships and bursaries, a lack 
of information is just one challenge 
facing students trying to access this 
funding.   

Allan Easter, a University 1 stu-
dent at the University of Manitoba 
hopeful to get into Business and 
pursue an Aboriginal Governance 
Degree or Commerce Degree, is a 
First Nations person with Treaty 
Status, part of the Chemawawin 
Cree Nation, said the reserve popu-
lation is not successfully informed 
and integrated when it comes to 
following academic post-secondary 
studies.

“Most aboriginal students who 
come from reserves don’t have access 
to such information as awards or 
scholarships. Other sources of fund-
ing are limited per student per cap-
ita. I didn’t know anything about 
grants or loans. I think we need 
better networking and more dia-
logue with First Nations to ensure 
how the system works.”

Easter said that he gets fund-
ing from his band, who receives 
funding on his behalf through the 
Post Secondary Student Support 
Program. The national program 
gives money to First Nations com-

munities across campus, and is allo-
cated to students for tuition and 
books, as well as a monthly allow-
ance for the cost of living. 

“To apply for this funding I wrote 
a letter to the chief and council 
about my intent, I was denied and 
was advised to try again in the fall 
of 2007,” said Easter. 

Easter also explained that after 
several times of denying his request 
through emails and phone calls, he 
finally decided to go and ask in 
person. Even then, he was denied. 
After a few days, they finally agreed 
to “sponsor” him. 

Kerry Spence, an aboriginal stu-
dent at the U of M in her second 
year of Human Ecology, explained 
that she applies to general bursa-
ries as well as scholarships spe-
cifically geared towards aboriginal 
students. 

“‘Other than applying for the 
general bursary that [ . . . ]  the U 
of M [offers], for the funding of my 
education, I would rather rely on 
scholarships and bursaries outside 
of the U of M,” said Spence.

She continued, “You have to go 
to outer institutions, for example the 
Business council of Manitoba, the 
National Aboriginal Achievement 
Foundation and the Foundation 
for the [Advancement] of [ . . . ] 
Aboriginal Youth.”

The Business Council of 
Manitoba offers, on their website, 
800 awards to prospective pro-
fessionals part of post-secondary 
programs in medicine, law, account-
ing, social work and other such 
programs.

According to Tammy V.L 
Harper’s thesis, “Aboriginal people 
make up approximately 14 per cent 
of the total population of Manitoba, 
yet they represent seven per cent 
of the post-secondary enrollments 
at the universities and six per cent 
of the total undergraduate student 
population at the University of 
Manitoba in 2001.”

To achieve this, U of M has 
added some scholarships, as well 
as access programs and support 
services. Federal and corporate 
scholarships and bursaries also 
contribute. 

According to the Kali Storm, 
director of the U of M’s Aboriginal 
Student Centre, the number of 
aboriginal students attending post-
secondary education has increased 
drastically.

 “Funding for First Nations stu-
dents has not changed since 1989 [ . . 
. ] the number of students that want 
to [attend post-secondary educa-
tion] has definitely increased.”

She continued, “You would have 
a community of 2,000 people [ . . . 
] and you have maybe two people 
wanting to go to school [ . . . ] now 
that same community might have 
200 people [wanting to attend post-
secondary education].”

The U of M, in partnership 
with several governmental finan-
cial aid and awards programs, such 
as the “Aboriginal Bursary System” 
and the “Canada Student Grant 
Program” on a national level and 
the “Manitoba Métis Federation 
Inc.” and the ”Business Council of 
Manitoba are some of the agencies 

that provide funding to aboriginal 
students,” provincially.

Easter said he thinks the funding 
is necessary, but would be creating 
more efficient results if it was more 
publicized.

“I once heard a chief say ‘there’s 
funding available all over the place, 
you just need to know where to look.’ 
I really believe that if aboriginal stu-
dents knew where to find funding 
we could. I don’t think it’s easy to go 
about finding the proper resources. 
If we do find funding we have to 
figure out the technicalities such as 
qualification, entrance level experi-
ences, grade averages, what part of 
the province you live in.”

In order to provide their aborigi-
nal students with financial aid, aca-
demic institutions, such as the U of 
M, support aboriginal governmen-
tal programs such as the Business 
Council of Manitoba.

Easter also mentioned that the 
best way to help aboriginal students 
is for the provincial government to 
keep tuition fees low.

He continued, “[To] provide pro-
grams on First Nation reserves and 
actively enlist those who are inter-
ested or eligible for post secondary 
education. The federal government 
can increase funding to universi-
ties across Canada to provide more 
funding for all students including 
aboriginal students.

Patricia Valladao, the senior com-
munications advisor for Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada, said all 
aboriginal students are eligible for 
the Canada Student Loans program, 
as well as new grants introduced this 

year that provide $250 or $100 per 
month to low- or middle-income 
students, respectively. 

 According to Easter, “there is 
lots of room for improvement.” 

Storm also indicated that the 
same pressure that applies to all 
students affects aboriginal students 
as well, but aboriginal students 
also have to worry about the judg-
ment they might receive from the 
community.

“There is a lot of pressure to suc-
ceed and if you don’t succeed, you 
start to struggle there is that kind 
of pressure [ . . . ] and if you do 
succeed you have pressure again 
because you have your community 
members, ‘Aw you think you’re bet-
ter than us now.’”

Easter also stated “[With] the 
largest group of the aboriginal pop-
ulation being in Manitoba, the U 
of M should actively recruit eligible 
students from high schools across 
the province in rural areas, isolated 
areas and urban areas where most, 
if not all, aboriginal students get 
their high school diplomas.”

He continued, “The federal gov-
ernment can lift the two per cent 
cap that it imposed on the funding 
through the Post-Secondary Student 
Support Program. Aboriginal peo-
ple count for more than a million 
people in the total population of 
Canada. About half are under 24 
years of age and the largest group 
is in Manitoba. The two per cent 
cap that was imposed is another 
obstacle when we want to access 
funding for post-secondary.”
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A federal general election is taking place on October 14, 2008.

For information on where and when to 
vote, check your voter information card.
It tells you where and when to vote. You’ll
get through the voting process more quickly
if you have it with you.

You will find the voting hours for your
polling station on your voter information
card or at www.elections.ca by clicking on
“Voter Information Service”.

If you haven’t received this card, you are
probably not on the voters list. To register,
all you need to do is go to your polling
station on election day, where you must
prove your identity and address.  

New identification rules to vote

When you vote, you must prove your
identity and address. 

For the list of acceptable pieces of
identification authorized by the Chief
Electoral Officer of Canada, please see 
the pamphlet you received by mail from
Elections Canada or visit www.elections.ca
and click on “Voter Identification at 
the Polls”.

To vote, you must:
• be a Canadian citizen 
• be at least 18 years old on election day
• prove your identity and address

Vote. Shape your world.

1-800-INFO-VOTE
1-800-463-6868
toll-free in Canada and the United States, 
or 001-800-514-6868 toll-free in Mexico

TTY 1-800-361-8935
for people who are deaf or hard of hearing,
toll-free in Canada and the United States, or
613-991-2082 from anywhere in the world 

www.elections.ca

Elections_P4_e_8.00inx115ag:Layout 1  10/1/08  3:27 PM  Page 1

Senate notes
AShlEy GAboury, stAff

The University of Manitoba Senate 
met on Oct. 1, 2008.

Senate approved two degrees 
to be granted notwithstanding including 
a Master of Social Work and a Bachelor 
of Laws. 

The report of the senate committee on 
awards outlined 24 new offers that will 
be awarded at the October convocation. 
They also outlined 48 amended offers and 
the withdrawal of three offers. 

During closed session, there was a 
report given by the senate committee 
on honorary degrees.

Matters that were forwarded to 
Senate for information included a letter 
of implementation from Robert Kerr, 
vice-president (academic) regarding a 
Master of Physician Assistant Studies 
programs. Also included was a letter 
of intent sent to the Council on Post-
Secondary Education regarding a gradu-
ate program in pediatric dentistry.

Kerr noted that preliminary num-
bers had indicated a 1.9 per cent drop in 
enrollment although the official count 
will be made as of Nov. 1. He also noted a 
four per cent increase in graduate enroll-
ment and indicated that U1 enrollment 
remained stable.

No questions were brought fourth 
during question period and Senate 
approved the minutes of the Sept. 3 
meeting.

Senate approved the nominations of 

Curtis Martel (Arts) and Jessica Armah 
(Science) to the committee on nomina-
tions for a one-year term ending on Oct. 
14, 2009.

Senate approved and recommended 
to the Board of Governors for approval, 
the report of the planning and priorities 
for the siting of a football stadium within 
the designated sports and active living 
precinct submitted by Norman Hunter, 
chair of the committee.

There were a number of questions 
and comments put fourth regarding the 
siting of the football stadium.

Members expressed concerned 
regarding the placement of the proposed 
parkade. Hunter said that the site for 
the proposed parkade had not been 
determined. 

He also said that a subcommittee 
would determine the new location of 
the displaced tennis courts and outdoor 
soccer fields. Hunter also said that the 
new location determined for the ten-
nis courts and soccer fields would not 
displace parking.

The comment was put fourth that a 
traffic analysis should be made to assess 
the campus’ ability to deal with large 
amount of traffic on game days. Debbie 
McCallum, vice-president (administra-
tion), said that a subcommittee had 
already considered the idea and a traffic 
plan had been developed. McCallum 
also noted a public forum slated for early 
November that would include those on 
campus, students in residence and the 

greater Winnipeg community.
Members also expressed concern 

about the amount of noise and light 
pollution the stadium would bring. 
McCallum said these issues would be 
addressed during the November forum. 
She also noted that the bowl design of 
the stadium with its partial roof would 
greatly reduce the amount of noise and 
light pollution.

With the question of whether the 
stadium would have a universal acces-
sibility design, McCallum said the design 
had not progressed that far but that the 
stadium would be designed to be acces-
sible to all individuals.

Senate approved and recommended 
to the Board of Governors for approval 
the report of the senate planning and 
priorities committee for the siting of the 
west grid computing building.

Mark Whitmore, dean of science, 
noted that design of the building left 

“room for expansion.”
David Barnard, university president, 

said that the proposed stadium would 
bring “improved facilities for students” 
and allow for “strategically different 
interaction between campus and the 
community.”

With the approval and recommen-
dation to the Board of Governors for 
approval of the report of the senate com-
mittee on awards and the deferral of the 
report of senate committee on nomina-
tions to the Nov. 5, 2008 meeting, senate 
was then adjourned. 

U.S. universities feel the 
weight of Wall Street crisis

According to Maclean’s magazine, 
1,000 U.S. colleges and private schools 
partially froze withdrawals this week 
amid the credit crunch. 

This freeze forces colleges to develop 
new plans to pay bills, said Maclean’s. 

Wachovia Bank, Trustee for the $9.3 
billion Short Term Fund said that it was 
terminating the fund and looking into a 
process to ensure the orderly liquidation 
and distribution of the funds assets.

Maclean’s reported, “Wachovia ini-
tially told investors Monday that they 
could only withdraw 10 per cent of their 
money, but that figure was increased to 
34 per cent by Wednesday.” The move 
was designed to prevent a run on money 
and to protect investors, said Laura Fay, 
a Wachovia spokeswoman.

Maclean’s also reported that a rescue 
package approved by the Senate late 
Wednesday would let the government 
spend billions of dollars to buy bad 
mortgage-related securities and other 
devalued assets held by troubled finan-
cial institutions. If successful, advocates 
say, that would allow frozen credit to 
begin flowing again and prevent a seri-
ous recession. 

Student murdered in street 
fight on San Diego Campus

According to the San Diego Union-
Tribune a 22-year old student was killed 
by stabbing during a street fight on the 
San Diego State University Campus in 
the early hours of Saturday, Oct. 4. 

Three other students involved in the 
incident were also wounded. According 
to the medical examiner’s office, the 
young man who was murdered was 
Luis Felipe Watson Dos Santos, a Mesa 
College student from Concord. 

The Tribune reported that Lieutenant 
Kevin Ronney indicated the four vic-
tims all men had just left a party shortly 
after 2 a.m. 

They began arguing with a second 
group of four men and the confrontation 
quickly elevated to a fight in the middle 
of 55th Street. Santos was stabbed along 
with four others by a single member of 
the other group Santos died at the scene 
of the crime. 

The other three victims were taken to 
local hospitals with wounds not believed 
to be life-threatening. 

Romania sees increase in post-
secondary Institutions

According to University World News, 
Romania has seen a huge increase in 
the number of post-secondary educa-
tion institutions in the last 20 years. In 
1989, the year the Soviet Union fell the 
amount of students attending school for 
every 100,000 people was 200. 

Currently out 100,000 people 3,500 
students will be attending university, a 
six fold increase, said University World 
News.

While there used to be fewer than 20 
universities in Romania, the number of 
post-secondary institutes is more than 
100 now, 49 of which are public universi-
ties and the other 51 are private. 

According to University World News, 
“Like many other countries of eastern 
and central Europe that have experi-
enced momentous transformation since 
1989, Romania’s higher education sector 
still faces many challenges.”

i n t e r n at i o n a l 
b r i e f s

Morgan Modjeski, staff
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fuLL-Time sTaff have a LoT To 
Lose in uviC sTrike

liz MorriSoN, tHE Martlet 
(UNIVERsItY of VICtoRIA)

VICTORIA (CUP) — As the 
third week of the Student Union 
Building strike rolls past at the 

University of Victoria, strikers are now 
getting a $150 strike-pay from their 
union — a fair amount for students, 
but far below the normal wage of a 
full-time employee.

SUB workers have been on strike 
since Sept. 4, when contract negotia-
tions broke down with the University 
of Victoria Students’ Society over a 
wage dispute.

For student workers who earned 
$9.95 per hour working inside the 
building before the strike, the strike 
pay is equivalent to working 15 hours. 
That’s more hours than many students 
typically logged in a week.

This could be seen as incentive 
for the workers to keep holding on 
for the $1.50-raise they’re striking for. 
But, there are more than just student 
workers on the line.

Full-time employees of the build-
ing, who earned $15.85 to $20.85, are 
also on strike — and $150 doesn’t come 
close to their regular paycheques.

“I’ve been working in the SUB for 
seven years,” said Nicole DiGiorgio, 

a chef at Bean There, a SUB café. “I 
just love working here. I mend the 
broken hearts of my students; I am 
the mother of the SUB. Some of my 
student workers from seven years ago 
are married now, with children. It is 
quite something.”

DiGiorgio says she is on strike 
strictly for the students.

“I could do something else as I 
come all the way from Mill Bay [a 
Vancouver Island town],” she said. 

“This is so important. The students 
have had no real raise since I came here 
seven years ago. They need to make 
money to pay rent and debts, but [by] 
working somewhere else, they would 
have to take fewer classes.”

“In the end, working here helps 
them have less debt,” she added.

DiGiorgio says someone needs to 
“get a heart” because the SUB is one big 
family and, and its members should 
look after one another.

“I have lost a lot of kids already. It 
makes me sad,” said DiGiorgio.

Naomi Rittberg from Catering 
and Conference is one of the students 
DiGiorgio feels strongly about.

Rittberg has worked at the SUB 
since 2003, and appreciates the sense 
of community in the building as well 
as the opportunity to work in what she 

calls a “diverse, interesting, and con-
sistently stimulating environment.”

Rittberg books meeting rooms, 
hosts conference events, and orga-
nizes parties.

“We are losing tons of money, not 
working in September,” Rittberg said. 

“In a way, I feel we are being left to 
rot.”

Rittberg says there are reasons 
she personally keeps showing up to 
picket.

“We are not doing this to make a 
point or to have fun,” she said. “We 
want the SUB open again, too. This 
strike is a symptom of a totally dys-
functional operation.”

Rittberg says the workers are strik-
ing because the building has not been 
kept up to industry standards over the 
last decade.

“What we are asking for may seem 
like a lot, but considering the bargain-
ing history of the past six years, and 
the fact the UVSS supports a living 
wage campaign, it is really reasonable,” 
Rittberg said.

The strike seemed sudden to many 
students who were unaware of the 
history, yet workers say it has been a 
long time coming.

Dean Prior is a chef in the main 
kitchen who has worked in the build-

ing for six years. He says institutional 
memory affects negotiations, namely 
with a UVSS board that turns over 
every year.

“I started cooking when I was 14, 
and I have been in the business for 
22 years,” said Prior.

“I’ve always had the pleasure of 
working next to someone who stud-
ies anthropology and digs in Romania, 
or another who wants to talk about 
philosophy. It is a pretty special place 
to work,” he said.

So if working in the SUB is so 
special, why is Prior standing outside 
of the building instead of cooking 
inside it?

“For the past six years, workers have 
not had a fair increase in favour of 
helping the SUB get back on its feet,” 
said Prior. “I feel the treatment of staff 
has degenerated drastically over this 
period.”

Prior says a wage increase would 
fix the tension in the SUB by solving 
the problem of high turnover. Prior 
says he’s put in a position of hiring 
everyone who applies, even if they 
aren’t qualified.

“It feels like a sinking ship,” said 
Prior. “If I can’t hire enough staff, I 
have trouble keeping things clean. No 
one will work for this wage.”

Food Services manager Brad 
Mielke worries he will be unable to pay 
his mortgage or keep his child in day 
care because of the low strike pay.

But he said he worries “more that 
if I go back to work without a decent 
wage, I will have the same problems 
with staffing that I did before,” said 
Mielke.

Mielke has worked in the SUB for 
14 years, and says he’s confused with 
how the situation got this far.

He says he’s had trouble keeping 
staff for the last two years and has 
asked management to be pro-active 
in fixing the problems with no real 
response.

“We are not trying to drain the 
Society; we are trying to make it 
better,” Mielke said. “We are not an 
evil union after money for our own 
pockets.

“We want a living wage, which the 
UVSS campaigns for, and a wage that 
will allow us to attract quality staff so 
we can run creative businesses,” he 
added.

“We are not doing this because it is 
easy,” Prior agreed. “We love our jobs 
and care about the SUB.”

“I can’t wait to get back to work,” 
he added.

sTuDenTs Take aCTion as BranDon uni. sTrike heaTs up
Students’ union reverses decision to stay neutral, pledges support for strikers

MAryANN buri, tHE Quill (BRANDoN 
UNIVERsItY)

BRANDON (CUP) — On 
the third day of the Brandon 
University Faculty Association 

strike, over 200 students gathered in 
the student union pub to discuss issues 
and vent frustrations that have accom-
panied the job action.

The forum was an opportunity 
for the Brandon University Students’ 
Union to collect questions from stu-
dents so they can approach both BUFA 
and the administration for answers.

Students’ Union president Stephen 
Montague mediated the forum, and 
other BUSU members were available 
to field questions and help students.

The most common concerns 
expressed related to what students 
will miss if the strike continues, and 
how the semester will recover from 
the time lost.

In the case of a lengthy strike, the 
semester will likely be extended, with 
first semester exams taking place in 
January, and the second semester 
beginning late and continuing into 
the summer.

A chorus of boos echoed among the 
gathered crowd when this possibility 
was discussed.

Students in various programs were 
given an opportunity to express spe-
cific concerns relating to their areas 
of study.

Education students expressed con-
cerns about the possibility of missing 
valuable preparation classes for their 
work placements.

While student teaching is sched-
uled to continue as planned, some of 
the most important classes leading 
up to the students’ placements will 
be missed.

With faculty advisors on strike and 
unable to supervise student teachers, 
education students are concerned their 
marking might be disrupted.

Athletic students worried aloud 
about coaches who are unable to par-
ticipate in practices and games. The 
athletic director, campus recreation 
director and facility director are also 
on strike, making scheduling at the 
gym impossible.

Without classes, practices have 
been taking place more frequently 
and at different times throughout 
the day.

Upcoming tournaments may also 
become complicated if faculty is still 
on strike and coaches are unable to 
attend.

Students living in residences raised 
concerns about their housing situation. 
One student asked what would hap-
pen if the strike continued and the year 
was extended past April. Residence 
students are only supposed to live in 
residence until April. No answer to 
the question was provided. 

Students also expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the Students’ Union decision 
to remain neutral on the strike.

Students cheered when this action 
was questioned, showing widespread 
support for BUFA.

Immediately after the forum was 
completed, the students’ union met for 
another special meeting to address the 
issues that it had heard at the forum, as 
well as to take another look at whether 
they should remain neutral.

In the new vote, the students’ 
union voted to support BUFA, with 
no votes against the motion and three 
abstentions.

The motion reads that not only do 
they support the decision of BUFA to 
take job action, but they also support a 

fair settlement for BUFA in the course 
of negotiations.

After the forum concluded, many 
students chose to join the faculty 
members walking along the picket 
lines.

Despite dwindling numbers of 
picketers due to many faculty mem-
bers being in negotiations, a decent 
crowd could be seen on street, eliciting 
honks from many passing cars.

Kylie Stasila, who rallied students 
to join faculty in the strike, spoke of 
how important it is for students to 
show their support.

“BUFA has always supported stu-

dents in the past,” said Stalsila. “They 
want a better university for the stu-
dents. The sooner this is resolved, the 
sooner we’ll be able to get back to 
the classroom. If it’s resolved in the 
faculty’s favour, it will be better for 
the students.”

Montague was proud of the deci-
sion to support the strike. “It’s been 
shown historically that supported 
strikes usually end faster than unsup-
ported strikes. I think it’s really impor-
tant for students to support BUFA 
because it will help them achieve bet-
ter work conditions, better salaries, 
and it’s going to help us retain the 

excellent professors we have.”
Mantague also said the Union 

would send out a strike Q and A sheet 
to students via e-mail, and suggested 
there be more student forums in the 
future.

Students should have at least 24 
hours of warning if the strike ends so 
that they have sufficient time to get 
back to class.

The administration encourages stu-
dents to keep up with studying and 
assignments. BUFA announcements 
said that it prefers students not cross 
the picket line to use campus resources 
like the library.

news is important.
volunteer: news@themanitoban.com
www.themanitoban.com/volunteer
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UMSU iS watching yoU
But is UMSU watching TV?

Troy uNrAu

Since only 10 per cent of the stu-
dent body bothered to participate 
in the campus election last spring, 

it might serve as a good time to offer a 
refresher on one of the promises that 
was made by the slate that eventually 
won. You see, getting elected at the U 
of M is fairly easy: you simply need to 
promise things that cannot be fully 
delivered, and then hope that the fol-
lowing year’s crop of students has a 
short memory so that they don’t ques-
tion your failure to deliver.

The best and most interesting of the 
promises delivered during the cam-
paign run by the Students United slate 
last spring was that of “UMSU Vision.” 
It was featured prominently on their 
campaign posters (and yes, I kept cop-
ies of those posters). A great idea like 
UMSU Vision surely would get them 
elected, and it did.

But, this is yet another symptom of 
a bigger problem: this service should 
be provided by the university. Having 

travelled to other campuses in my time, 
from MIT to Brandon University, 
one finds nice informative display-
televisions in building entrances and 
lounges that provide rotating informa-
tion — public service announcements 
of a sort.

Think of it as the equivalent of 
the screens that announce upcoming 
events as you enter the front doors of 
the Winnipeg Convention Centre, or 
one that displays the incoming/outgo-

ing flights at the airport. Yeah, Brandon 
University has this. We don’t. Can I 
mention the Maclean’s rankings in 
every article I write this year?

So when the current crop of UMSU 
executives announced this initiative on 
their own, this seemed to be a great 
idea. During the election, they rallied 
their supporters by claiming that this 
system would allow Manitoba Bison 
away games to be broadcast throughout 
the university, and it would help build 
UMSU awareness. But did anyone else 
suddenly cringe at the thought of this 
simply becoming a service to take the 
glossy, CFS- provided propaganda 
posters and simply put them on a screen 
where they can’t be covered up by post-

ers for parties thrown 
by local pub promoters? 
To UMSU and the CFS 
this must have seemed 
brilliant: they can put 
up screens to push their 
anti-tuition fee rhetoric 

that couldn’t be as easily ignored, you 
know, because it’s on a TV!

Well a status report on UMSU 
Vision was given at the last UMSU 
council meeting. It was delivered as 
though it was a groundbreaking tri-
umph: UMSU is standing up for all the 
little people by buying some expensive 
screens to be put up around campus. 
The current tally? Three screens: one 
for the UMSU offices (so they can see 
their own pictures on the slide rotation 

and boost their egos), one in the Copy 
Centre (so the Copy Centre can see that 
they are truly now working on a dead 
medium) and one at Answers. What do 
they all have in common? They are all 
going to be on the premises of existing 
UMSU property: those places where 
UMSU can install the screens without 
first having to deal with the U of M’s 
Physical Plant. Well, at least they’re 
making an effort to follow through on 
their election promises, right? I mean, 
they are spending student money to 
install some expensive screens in a place 
where no one will find them useful.  

Well, once again this is a symptom 
of a broader failure within UMSU. 
Instead of launching their own TV ser-
vice, they should have approached the 
U of M administration armed with the 
criteria that this service would improve 
the U of M for all students, staff and 
faculty. I mean, they would have made 
better use of the screens than UMSU 
ever will anyway.

It is also important to point out the 
numerous glass poster display cases that 
exist around campus for the specific 
purpose of relaying UMSU informa-
tion. If you walk past any of these 
boards, you will find out how effec-
tively they are used on campus: there is 
a poster with the names and mug shots 
of the executive, and one info sheet 
for Peers (Students Helping Students) 
which just happens to be where one 
of the current executive members vol-

unteered for years. Is there any useful 
information on these numerous boards 
around campus, which probably cost a 
fortune to install in the first place? No. 
Do you honestly think that UMSU 

will do a better job providing program-
ming for UMSU Vision?

Student politics is a funny thing 
— because you voted for Students 
United, they are now forced to waste 
your money.

Troy Unrau is a fourth-year geo-
physics student and co-president 
of the Society of Earth Sciences 
and Environment Students. He 
ran for UMSU president with the 
Clean Slate campaign last year.

Wake up anD smeLL 
The poppies
Alternative motivations for 
NATO’s intervention

FAdi ENNAbiS

On Oct. 2, 2008, the British gov-
ernment views on the war in 
Afghanistan were under the 

spotlight after comments made by their 
ambassador to Afghanistan, Sherard 
Cowper-Coles. The ambassador’s com-
ments were originally included in a dip-
lomatic dispatch from a French diplomat 
in Kabul, which became public after a 
French satirical paper, le Canard Enchaîné, 
published them. According to Cowper-
Coles, the U.S. strategy in Afghanistan 
is “destined to fail.” More specifically, 
he argues that the military presence in 
Afghanistan has a “perverse effect” and 
that it is “part of the problem, not the 
solution.” For him, the military presence 

“would identify us even more clearly as an 
occupying force and multiply the number 
of targets [by insurgents].” These com-
ments stand in crystal clear contrast to 
the official messages supported strongly 
by the Bush administration and other 
NATO nations. Perhaps then there is a 
different reason as to why Western troops 
are in Afghanistan. 

To illustrate the American position, 
on Oct. 1, General David McKiernan, 
the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, 
warned that militant Islamic fundamen-
talists were rushing into Afghanistan, 
mostly through Pakistan, to join the 
Taliban’s fight against the NATO alli-
ance. McKiernan is seeking an additional 
three U.S. combat brigades consisting of 
approximately 10,500 soldiers, to rein-
force the NATO International Security 
Assistance Force mission.  

Stop right there! Did you know that 
Canada is also heavily involved in the 
Afghanistan War? In fact, Canada’s mili-
tary mission to Afghanistan began shortly 
after the alleged terrorist attacks against 
the U.S. on Sept. 11, 2001. Although 
Canada’s role started as a humanitarian 
aid effort, it was gradually transformed 
into a combat mission. To put this into 
context, last month Harper said, in a 
gung-ho spirit for the war, that Canada 
has about “2,500 troops” in Afghanistan 
and estimated that the total cost to date 
of Canada’s mission is close to $8 billion. 
He also promised to withdraw most of 
Canada’s military forces from combat 
duties by 2011.  

Why wait until 2011 then, and not 
demand to remove the Canadian military 
from Afghanistan right now? Canada’s 
involvement in Afghanistan is approach-
ing its eighth year, with both casualties 
and costs constantly rising. Why do 
we have to follow the tail of America’s 

exploitative foreign policies and the 
wasteful expenditures that accompany 
it? Isn’t it contradictory for our govern-
ment to send troops to Afghanistan 
and not to Iraq? If Canada’s objective 
is to help Afghanistan become a “stable, 
democratic and self-sustaining state,” why 
can’t we acknowledge the deep wounds 
that cut through the core of the Afghani 
society?  

Fellow students, try to snap out of the 
terrorism and security hysteria preached 
by the media. The military presence in 
Afghanistan must concern you and me, 
and we must act against it, because every 
one of us must have an equal right to live 
free of oppression and tanks. Do you 
see how we ourselves are contributing 
to this war?  

Did you notice the military recruiters 
on our own campus last week? If not, 
maybe you missed your chance to go to 
Afghanistan. Rather than blindly support-
ing the military presence in Afghanistan, 
we must seek a better understanding of 
the complex and interrelated geo-political 
and economic issues revolving around it. 
Currently, the proposal to build the con-
troversial multi-billion Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) 
pipeline that transports approximately 
33 billion cubic metres per year of natural 
gas 1,680 kilometers is going forward. 
This pipeline runs through the heart of 
Kandahar where Canadian troops are 
present. This could easily escalate the 
violent confrontations in Afghanistan 
to a whole new level. Perhaps this could 
be the evidence proving that underneath 
the armour jacket of the war on terrorism, 
there is profit to collect! 

For instance, consider the War in Iraq, 
a country that used to be the “world’s 
second largest oil reserve” after Saudi 
Arabia. The U.S. in 2002, a year before 
occupying Iraq, imported “11.3 million 
barrels of oil from Iraq”. A more recent 
incident is the war between Georgia 
and Russia. The U.S. backed Georgia 

“not for democracy but to protect an oil 
pipeline bypassing Russia,” according to 
American Ron Paul. 

To conclude, even if there was no oil 
to be sucked from the ground, forcing a 
so-called “democracy” on other people 
of Afghanistan is just the flip coin of 
an outright dictatorship. Next time you 
think of war, you should think of the 

“other” victims war takes, and the blood 
that they shed for it.  

Fadi Ennabis is a master’s student in 
sociology at the University of Manitoba.

Student politics is a funny 
thing — because you voted for 
Students United, they are now 
forced to waste your money.

IllustratIon by KevIn Doole
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the politicS of 
hopeS and dreaMS
Why voter apathy runs rampant in our society

MiChAEl SilCiz, stAff

What are your plans for Oct. 14?  
If you’re anything like me, chances 

are you’ll be sleeping in, skipping 
school, and contemplating how you ate so much 
turkey the night before. But there’s one more 
important way in which my plans are likely 
the same as yours. My plan come election day 
is not to vote, because like so many disenfran-
chised youth of my generation, I see no point 
in doing so.  

What’s more depressing is the fact that the 
general student population seems to agree with 
me about not voting, which is a very bad thing. 
As a student of political studies who edits a news-
paper about politics, it should raise alarm bells 
among politicians that someone so interested in 
politics will not even exercise his ultimate politi-
cal responsibility at the ballot box. If the person 
whose job is to follow politics isn’t going to go 
vote, how can politicians possibly motivate the 
normal, non-political segment of our society? 

I would like to argue that it is, in fact, not 
my fault that I don’t vote, nor is it your fault 
that you don’t vote. The fault, quite frankly, lays 
right with the politicians who fail to inspire us 
to cast our ballots for them. 

Borrowing from a theme found in Adam 
Curtis’ 2004 documentary The Power of 
Nightmares, I believe that voter apathy can be 
linked exactly to our society’s climate of politi-
cal negativity. More specifically, I believe that 
the anger, fear, and pessimism of our political 
discourse is directly what turns so many people 
away from voting in the first place.  

The Power of Nightmares is a documentary 
about the political climate of America and 
Britain following the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
although thesis applies to the politics of the last 
few decades as well. The documentary argues 
that “in the past our politicians offered us 

dreams of a better world [but now] they promise 
to protect us from nightmares.” Poignant and 
concise, the line of thinking posits that voters 
are no longer given positive reasons to become 
involved in politics, and instead become unin-
volved because of the negativity.  

Think about it. Do attack ads really make 
you distrust or hate the victim of the attack? 
More often than not, most people can see easily 
through the façade, making the relevance of the 
ideas behind smear politics come into question. 
Yet we are continually sold politics through 
the lens of fear and hate, and not through the 
perspective of dreams and hope. This doesn’t 
inspire people to want get involved, it inspires 
them to want to change the channel.   

Voters are smarter than mudslinging cam-
paigns give them credit for, and they are looking 
for someone to come and offer them hope, not 
fear. Canadian university campuses represent 
some of the most involved and well-versed voter 

blocs in the country, yet it is the student demo-
graphic with some of the worst electoral par-
ticipation. Again, with so many intelligent and 
worldly scholars at such institutions, it becomes 
trite to cast your vote for the party you think 
will do the least damage. Instead, politicians 
should be promising us hope for change, as 
evidenced by the popularity of Barrack Obama’s 
campaign in the south.  

If political discourse were changed from 
“what’s wrong with society” to “what we should 
do to make society better,” than perhaps we 
would see a rise in voter turnout and political 
participation.  

I don’t blame people for not voting in our 
elections, nor do I fault the people for their 
apathy. I believe the lack of political partici-
pation in our system is a direct result of the 
politicians themselves, offering us nothing but 
doom, gloom and anger. Why roll out of bed 
after Thanksgiving to vote for that? 

Why have We lost interest in 
this bUtterfly of horror? 

bEN ClArKSoN, stAff

Is it just me, or is there something wrong with 
our society? I thought from all that evolution 
they taught me in school (Catholic School, 

ironically) that humans excelled because of their 
ability to act upon intelligence rather than instinct 

— to adapt to changing environments. However, 
as of late I see more and more our reasoning pro-
cess has become stagnant. I am speaking of course 
about the big G-W. No, not George Washington 
(side note, Youtube George Washington rap) but 
global warming. I know I know, it’s been done 
to death, but it sticks in my side like a thorn to 
see people begin to lose interest in this “fad” like 
they did with Doc Martens and the Counting 
Crows.

Everywhere I look it seems as though the green 
bubble burst just like the dotcoms and DC power 
before it. No longer do you listen to the cry of 
people proclaiming that you should “ride your 
bike”; we dismiss these people as pushy assholes. 
In our defense, they are pushy, self-righteous 
assholes. However, in a cruel twist of fae, these 
pushy assholes are right. Scientifically we have a 
climate crisis. We have a crisis that puts our way of 
life, the way the organism that is humanity exists, 
in jeopardy. This crisis has become boring. The 
crisis in Armageddon was far more interesting. 
So accordingly, we don’t care.

I see Red Bull advertising “Klunker junker car 
rallies.” The idea astounds me in its idiocy. Drive a 
junk car, horribly inefficient on gas, maybe hasn’t 
had its emissions tested, around for fun and then 
win — get this — a certificate for gas. Or the 
Winnipeg Free Press’ full-year subscription where 

you not only get a great deal of paper delivered 
to your door (I am aware of the meta-irony I am 
invoking) but also a $50 gas card. There are so 
many of these examples, examples of people fail-
ing to take appropriate steps to assure continued 
human existence. Apparently no one told these 
people and countless other businesses that gasoline 
is a partial cause for the apocalyptic predictions 
of our future. I know I am being melodramatic, 
however climate change is a death by a thousand 
wounds, and we’re all guilty.

There’s a term for something like this in psy-
chology, when what we’ve come to believe and 
hold true (you drive to work, and it has no nega-
tive repercussions) has been proved to be false (you 
shouldn’t drive, traffic contributes to a great deal 
of carbon dioxide pollution, leading to climate 
change). This is called cognitive dissonance, and 
our society, like so many first-year philosophy 
students, seem to be suffering from it.

Instead of demanding that governments, busi-
nesses and our peers to align to our increasingly 
extinct world-view we need to take proactive steps 
forward. We have the technology, we can change. 
The government merely has to take the steps to 
phasing it in. If analog television can be phased 
out in 2009, we can phase out other impracti-
cal technologies, can’t we? Or does anyone care 
anymore? Has climate change fallen into the 
depths of public apathy, like Y2K before it? Is 
our culture insane, unable to recognize that its 
repeated actions are harmful or do we merely 
have ADD and we have lost interest in this but-
terfly of horror? I don’t know, but I do know that 
we’d better get ready for change. Like biblical 
prophets, the collapsing ice caps proclaim our 

coming fate and are ignored by a self-righteous 
Israel (my Catholic education once again is rear-
ing its ugly head).

It may just be the deference of responsibility. 
We know there is a problem but we don’t act on 
it; instead, we assume our slightly less callous 
neighbour will. Even all the hippies I know fail 
to champion this important yet ill-fated crusade 
of lowing emissions. In fact, some are the worst 
offenders, driving back out to the farms and 
Kenora to participate in spirit walks and other 
new-age diversions.

It’s over, and like the previously mentioned dot-
coms, we need to get out of here. Grab what you 
can, office supplies and chairs. Drag them behind 
your bike as you flee the smouldering wreckage. 
The suckers who keep pouring money into the 
failed venture of carbon fuels are going to be the 
ones holed up with a shotgun when the Canada 
Revenue agency comes for their Buick.  

This paragraph may be rife with metaphor 
but it’s true. The automotive business in North 
America is bust and only kept alive by government 
persistence. Cars are becoming impractical and 
it’s only so long until air travel is far too expensive 
to maintain. And still we make personal jets and 
Escalades culturally significant. Our world is in 
a slow state of drastic flux and we still exacerbate 
the situation with student car rallies and deals on 
newspapers. Instead of buying a used car, consider 
purchasing canned goods and lead shielding for 
comfort in the decades to come. Human survival 
has been, and still is, based off of observing and 
making rational decisions to prolong our lives. 
So how come we’re not doing that?

Climate change inaction is the new . . . Action
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treading the gender line
More than just a report on women

jESSiCA STEwiN, VoLUNtEER stAff

The Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA) recently 
put out a report card for 

Canada’s treatment of women, and 
Canada is failing miserably to treat 
women equally. We have a report 
card being put out for the state of our 
female population, but what about the 
male half of the population?

At first it may seem silly to talk 
about the rights of women in our day 
and age — I mean haven’t we overcome 
this debate by now? The answer, quite 
frankly is, no. According to the report 
by YWCA the Rwandan legislature 
is made up of more than 50 per cent 
women, whereas in Canada women 
make up just over 20 per cent. Despite 
these numbers, Rwanda remains one 
of the most deeply patriarchal societies 
on Earth. But that takes nothing away 
from the fact that Canada fails to have 
female persons represented equally in 
terms of government positions. 

The one complaint I have with the 
report is that the YWCA is asking the 
government to mandate a minimum of 

50 per cent female candidates in future 
elections. However, because we live in 
a democracy, it is not necessarily the 
case that female candidates would be 
voted into Parliament. The fact of the 
matter is that we need strong female 
politicians to stand up and not enforce 
some sort of gender ratio balance for 
the sake of appearances. An enforced 
gender ratio may get females onto the 
ballot, but that doesn’t guarantee that 
anyone’s going to check the box; rather 
I need to see some strong female leader-
ship knocking on my door first. 

The report touched on the need for 
a national child-care program, equal 
pay for women in the workforce, a 
national poverty reduction plan and 
a plan to combat violence against 
women and girls. These are relevant 
issues in our day and age that should 
not be taken lightly. And that is why 
I ask: where is the equivalent report by 
the Young Male Christian Association 
on how Canada’s male population is 
treated?

One major advocate for male 
rights is lawyer Roy Den Hollander. 
Hollander recently brought a lawsuit 

against Manhattan night clubs say-
ing that ladies’ nights discriminates 
against men by offering free or dis-
counted cover charges and drinks. 
A New York federal court rejected 
Hollander’s lawsuit, on the grounds 
that nightclubs can charge whatever 
they want since they are not insti-
tutions of the state. Just last month, 
Hollander sued Columbia University, 
claiming that by not having a com-
parable program to women’s studies 
for men, that Columbia was discrimi-
nating against men and thus the pro-
gram was unconstitutional. Although 
I doubt his sincerity on some of these 
charges he has brought forward, some 
perspective on the other side of the 
gender fence is necessary. 

I’m not sure what a report would 
look like for male issues in Canada, but 
if Hollander drew up the document, 
I’m sure it would bring forward some 
of the major issues like freedom from 
putting the seat down or the current 
pressures of the skinny jean. 

I honestly do feel that women’s 
issues are important, and as a woman 
I am by no means belittling the rel-

evance of this report. But this 
report should address more 
than just the condition of 
women, because everyone 
is affected by the need 
for a child-care pro-
grams and equal pay 
for women. Women 
are part of the social 
network that makes 
up our society; their 
pay contributes to 
the well being of 
their families, which 
may very well include their 
husbands, sons and male 
members of their house-
holds. I want to draw 
your attention to this 
report not because it is 
feminist, but because it deals 
with issues that affect all people 
of all genders. Even though we 
have these reports, gender imbal-
ances are more subtle and nuanced 
than anything we can read in a simpli-
fied report. 
Jessica Stewin is a student of religion.

Taking The ‘arT’ ouT of ‘parTisan’
Defending the arts, not the political party

dAyNA STEiNFEld

I am writing in response to Stephen 
McCreary’s article entitled “Who 
hates the arts?” I object to Mr. 

McCreary’s thinly veiled parti-
san whining, not just as someone 
McCreary would likely sneeringly 
label an “average left-wing know-it-all,” 
but also on a factual basis. McCreary’s 
article is entirely factually amiss. 

McCreary asserts that the 
Conservatives have actually increased 
arts spending, only cut what doesn’t 
matter and that Stephen Harper 
and his party do in fact love the arts. 
Therefore according to McCreary, the 
issue is an untrue fabrication of under-

handed Liberal election politics. 
However, McCreary is blind to the 

real issue. It is important to under-
stand how the federal government 
defines cultural programs when using 
federal government statistics to sup-
port your claim that the Conservatives 
have increased arts spending. In fact, 
according to the CBC, cultural pro-
grams include: movies, museums, 
sports, the Olympic games, language 
training for immigrants, the Heritage 
Department, the Canadian Council 
for the Arts, the CBC, the National 
Filmboard and Telefilm. The CBC also 
cites that the Conservative government 
budget for arts and culture is $3.3 bil-
lion, and is just under $3.3 billion for 

next year, so it is in fact decreasing.
The more significant point is that 

it’s necessary to consider how the fund-
ing is being allocated. With such a 
broad definition of “culture,” it is easy 

for the government to claim that they 
support the arts. The reality is how-
ever that funding for traditional arts 
and culture has gone down, while 
areas such as sports have seen an 
increase in funding. Under the current 
Conservative government, traditional 
arts and culture (so, for example, the 
theatre so loved by Stephen Harper’s 
wife) is profoundly affected by a redis-
tribution of arts funding. This change 

in emphasis is hidden on the surface 
by the government’s broad definition 
of culture. 

The true fact of the matter is that 
local artists are suffering. Our very 

own Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet (RWB) was hit 
by significant cuts this 
year that will severely 
limit their touring 
plans. This is a ballet 
company that tours all 
over the country, con-
tinent and world. The 

RWB brings the arts to a wide cross-
section of people and represents our 
city through world-renowned perfor-
mances. This is a ballet company that 
performs free shows every summer to 
ensure that everyone has access to the 
arts. This is a ballet company that cares 
about ordinary people just as much as 
ordinary people care about it. Did the 
RWB deserve to have their funding 
cut, McCreary? 

Stephen Harper seems to think 
that his cuts to traditional arts and 
culture are justified because these areas 
are something that ordinary work-
ing people don’t care about. Harper’s 
stance, as quoted in the Globe and 
Mail, is that “when ordinary working 
people come home, turn on the TV 
and see a gala of a bunch of people, 
you know, at a rich gala all subsidized 
by taxpayers claiming their subsidies 
aren’t high enough when they know 
those subsidies have actually gone up, 
I’m not sure that’s something that 
resonates with ordinary people.” What 
Harper has found is that his stance 
has resonated in a strongly negative 
way with ordinary Canadians. What 
Harper has found is that he is out of 
touch with how ordinary Canadians 
feel. Conservatives are now dealing 
with this backlash by accusing the 
Liberals of fabricating an issue. This 
is what I suspect is at work in Stephen 
McCreary’s rantings. However, insult-

ing Stéphane Dion and left-wingers 
does not hide the reality that ordinary 
Canadians are furious that their prime 
minister is re-allocating funds from 
the traditional arts. And all this in an 
entirely misguided attempt to reflect 
what ordinary Canadians supposedly 
care about. 

It’s all well and good that Harper is 
such a gentle, arts-loving, piano play-
ing soul, but he doesn’t depend on the 
arts to make a living, now does he? In 
fact, the support for the arts on the 
part of the P.M .and his wife really has 
no bearing on this matter. The support 
of both the Harpers would likely fall 
under the elitist category that Harper 
regards to be the only grouping that 
actually cares about the arts anyway. 
And I’m glad that McCreary can pat 
himself on the back for supporting 
and helping the arts community “more 
than the average left-wing know-it-all 
does,” but until he can back his argu-
ment up with real evidence and facts, 
I could care less. The individual and 
limited support of the Harpers and 
McCreary is no doubt appreciated by 
the arts community. But without the 
funding to back that up, the “relatively 
miniscule” cuts. McCreary refers to 
are having a critical impact on how 
the arts community in Canada is able 
to function. 

Maybe McCreary doesn’t need the 
government’s help in supporting the 
arts he likes, but he should take the 
time to look beyond his partisan blind-
ers and try to understand that perhaps 
the rest of the arts community does 
need that government support. Maybe 
McCreary doesn’t hate the arts, but 
he should try to avoid letting his hate 
of anyone that is not a Conservative 
guide his argument into unsubstanti-
ated territory. 
Dayna Steinfeld is a fourth-year 
honours history student who already 
has her tickets for the RWB’s upcom-
ing production of Carmina Burana.

Maybe McCreary doesn’t hate 
the arts, but he should try to 
avoid letting his hate of the 
Liberals guide his argument 
into unsubstantiated territory.
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LasT DanCe WiTh unCLe sTeve?

I hope so . . . 
dEAN jENSEN, VoLUNtEER stAff

Human being are funny things. 
We reproduce in disgusting 
quantities, we plod around the 

earth for a while, we mess things up 
and then we die. We drink, we fight, 
we fuck. Then every few years we hold 
elections, whereby we give the author-
ity to govern ourselves and our affairs 
over to a stranger in some “organized” 
way or other, depending on where we 
happen to live. Sometimes people die 
over these sorts of events. Generally, 
however, the masses of humanity don’t 
give a flying fuck about these things. 

They don’t give a flying fuck because 
they all recognize one thing: The politi-
cians who are expending vast amounts 
of energy and resources to gain control 
over the lives of others are nothing 
but a bunch of lying, power hungry 
assholes.

As our own federal election rolls 
into its final week, I cannot help but 
feel relieved. What a goddamn bum-
mer of an election it has been, no? For 
fuck sakes, I have waited years for the 
opportunity to rid the country of the 
backwater geeks who took control after 
Paul Martin and the Liberal party 
limped pathetically off the scene, what, 
two years ago? But now that the pos-

sibility presents itself to me, I can see 
nothing but another goddamn repeat 
of the last two years on the horizon; 
and not only a repeat, but a somehow 
more depressing repeat of the last two 
years.  

This isn’t the line of thinking I’ve 
taken from the get-go, though. I’ve 
wasted countless breaths ranting 
to friends and acquaintances about 
the importance of voting “this time 
around,” if for no other reason than to 
wipe that beady eyed smirk off Stephen 
Harper’s ugly face in a massive public 
shaming unseen since the days of Brian 
Mulroney. Now, though, I can hardly 
rouse enough energy out of myself to 
denounce the scum-sucker in the pub-
lic prints. Has Steve really taken all the 
fun out of things?  

I shook hands with Brian Mulroney, 
once. I was seven years old, and the 
big-chinned bastard came through 
our northern, right-wing stronghold 
one fall and made a speech at the local 

“pioneer” village. Afterwards, he shook 
hands with legions of aged fans and 
clueless schoolchildren. I got his auto-
graph, too, on the back of my dad’s 
business card, but I have no idea where 
it is, at this point. I probably burnt the 
thing, somewhere around age 16, when 

I discovered punk rock music, 
and began to clue into the 
fact that most (if not all) 
of our elected officials are 
nothing but a bunch of 
good for nothing, rich, 
power hungry assholes. 
Brian Mulroney was a 
geek. A goddamn egg-
sucking, dollar-bill-hump-
ing geek, but compared to 
Steve Harper, he comes across 
as a dignified human being.  

A week ago, I was drinking 
with a friend of mine from north-
ern Alberta, and after three or five 
beers we got into the election, briefly. 

“Fuck,” she said, laughing, “This elec-
tion makes me nostalgic for the fucking 
days of Chrétien.”

I had to concur. I hated Chrétien 
and made a vow when he was riding 
high to never vote Liberal under any 
circumstance. This is a vow which, I’m 
proud to say, I’ve never broken. Still, 
I had to agree. We ordered another 
round . . .

“At least Chrétien had some balls,” 
my friend said, slamming back her beer 
as the next pint arrived. “Unlike limp-
noodle Stéphane and fucking uncle 
Steve. Jean wasn’t afraid to choke a 
bitch.”

Indeed. From there, our night 
digressed, but the sentiment stuck, 
lingering for days after. I’ve been nos-
talgic, ever since, for the days I used 
to rail from the stage against “Liberal 
monopolization” of federal politics, 
and encourage, publicly, to the impres-
sionable youth of our great nation the 
decapitation of Chrétien himself. Ah, 

but I was so much older 
then . . .

Right. So, when 
this paper hits the 
streets of Murder City, 

Manitoba, the elec-
tion will be looking 
down upon us like a 

recently released sex 
offender at a junior 
high school girls’ volley-
ball tournament. Many 
of us will be safe, in the 
end, from its lecherous 
influence; yet some will 

not be so lucky. All of us, 
however, will have been under the eye 
and in the deepest desires of society’s 
most loathsome bottom feeder, and will 
feel the need for a long, hot shower.

I’d love to say that this here arti-
cle is the last (or, rather, second last) 
article I’ll have to ever write about 
Steve Fucking Harper (the last being 
a detailed feature about his ultimate 
demise — in my dreams), but I am 
certain it will not be. Steve and Co. will 
ride out the storm to take another near 
majority of Canadian parliamentary 
seats, and another deal with the lame-
duck Liberals (who allowed the last 
farce to go on for two years unopposed) 
will be struck, and we, the Canadian 
electorate, will undergo another two 
or three years of mind-numbing finan-
cial and cultural rape at the hands of 
bottom-feeding politicians-by-trade! 
Hip-hip . . . oh fuck it. 

This show ain’t no good anyway.
Dean Jensen is craving a fried-banana 
and peanut-butter sandwich right now.

Why you shouLD Care aBouT 
The CanaDian eLeCTion
A response to last week’s Master Debate

GrAhAM hNATiuK

I was quite surprised that neither of 
the “Master Debater” columnists 
could find any real, tangible reason 

to care about the Canadian election. 
After all, who would want to follow 
an election with some middle-aged 
guys wearing sweaters and sipping hot 
chocolate? With all the coverage of 
the American election, why should we 

Canadians care about our own upcom-
ing election?

I’ll sum it up for you. You can’t vote 
on Nov. 4.

If Canadian politics bore you, 
then you’ve been watching too much 
reality television, err, I mean, the 
American election. If you are bored of 
mudslinging and personality contests, 
then tuning into CNN isn’t going to 
solve your problems. It also won’t solve 
your advertisement problems, where 
Master Debater Jesse Beach implies 
that Americans don’t have attack 
ads. American politicians are just as 
guilty of said attack ads and mudsling-
ing. One only needs to turn to the 
power of Youtube.com and type in 

“Republican ad” to find endless adver-
tisements attacking Obama because 
he doesn’t wear a bloody flag pin on 
his suit jacket.

There is one and only one way to 
describe the American election process 

— it is a reality show. No wonder people 
are drawn to it, it’s like a season of 
American Idol, dedicated to choosing 
the next occupant of the White House. 
The American election is based on per-

sonality, unlike our election, which is 
about issues, whether you see it that 
way or not. If the American election 
wasn’t based on personality, Sarah 
Palin wouldn’t have been chosen as 
the vice-presidential candidate for John 
McCain. American women wouldn’t 
be mad at Hillary Clinton not getting 
the nomination. American bigotry is 
just as, if not more, amusing than the 
bigotry going on here at home. 

Let’s talk about 
home. The only part 
of our election that 
focuses on person-
ality is the cuddly 
Harper ads. If you 
belittle this, then you 
most certainly don’t 

understand Canadian politics. This is 
a smart move by the Conservatives, to 
get Harper to seem less like the former 
Canadian Alliance man he was, and 
more like a Mulroney-era Progressive 
Conservative. Attack ads aired by the 
NDP during the current election are 
some of the most impressive political 
ads I’ve ever seen. Yes they are attack 
ads, but they attack the current prime 
minister’s accomplishments in office, 
and there is nothing wrong with that.

Mudslinging is part of the parlia-
mentary political process. The actual 
nominee debates are reasons both Matt 
Abra and Jesse Beach cited as reasons to 
care less about our election. I’ll admit 
that Canadian debates are dumbed-
down, as each leader is not given a 
chance to expand on their points. But 
to say that this Canadian election is 
not based on issues is totally false. The 
issues are addressed each and every day, 
from the very first moments of this 
campaign, and if you don’t believe me, 
just pick up any newspaper.

Everything we have in this country 
is a direct result of the governments 
Canadians have voted for in the past. 

This is why we have health care. This is 
why we went to Afghanistan and didn’t 
go to Iraq. This is why we pay GST. 

And this election is what will deter-
mine the action Canada takes in the 
wake of an American recession. This 
is the issue for our election.

To argue that Canadian politics are 
boring and unimportant is a statement 
of complete ignorance of the current 
situation. Everybody knows that what 
happens in America will affect Canada 
in some way I thus cannot think of a 
more important reason to care about 
our own leaders’ decisions in light of 
the possibility of a global economic 
meltdown, a continuing fruitless war 
in Iraq, and the possibility of another 
American war in the Middle East. 

Every time you go to the hospital 
and don’t pay a bill, think about why 
you don’t vote. Every time you pay 
your tuition for school, think about 
why you pay $4,000 instead of $40,000. 
Every time you pass a “house for sale” 
sign, think about how fortunate you 
are to live in a country that elected a 
government that didn’t let investors get 
away with sub-prime mortgages and 
bad mathematics. Next time you see 
Sarah Palin on TV, think about how 
lucky you are to have leaders of five 
political parties who won’t state their 
foreign experience is based on the fact 
that the province they live in borders 
the 49th parallel.

And on Nov. 4, remember that 
you are a Canadian citizen, living in 
Canada and experiencing the issues 
that Canadians experience. That you 
have a say in what those issues are and 
how you experience them should be 
enough to convince you that Canadian 
politics are well worth following.

Graham Hnatiuk is a third year ecol-
ogy major and runs his own blog at 
progressivewinnipeg.blogspot.com.

To argue that Canadian politics 
are boring and unimportant is a 
statement of complete ignorance 
of the current situation.
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poLiTiCs of DesperaTion

STEphEN MCCrEAry, VoLUNtEER stAff

Less than two weeks left and the 
campaign is kicking into high 
gear. A speechwriter quits over 

plagiarism, Stéphane Dion calls Paul 
Martin for help, the Bloc publicly 
rejects the idea of an anti-Conservative 
coalition and the Liberals get desperate 
and start releasing attack ads to scare 
people into voting for 
them. 

It’s almost comical 
in its predictability — 
the Liberals started off 
with good intentions, 
but quickly abandoned 
their principled stance 
(the Green Shift) and 
moved on to the econ-
omy. When that move 
didn’t help them in 
the polls, they jumped 
right to the attack ads. 
These scare ads barely 
worked against the 
Conservatives in 2004, 
and backfired in 2006. Why Dion 
thinks these baseless attacks will work 
this time is anyone’s guess. 

They hit a new level of desperation 
last week by appealing to the absolute 
dumbest, most lethargic (and prob-
ably illiterate) voters with the launch of 
BushHarper.com, a site that can only 

be described as pathetic by any sentient 
being. (For the record, Dion now says 
the word “Bush” more than the word 

“green” in every speech.)
And how about the Hitler jokes? 

Anyone with an IQ above that of a 
toaster could tell you that comparing 
your opponent to Hitler completely 
discredits your credibility. Guess what 
Canadian left-wingers just love to do! 

Bob Rae compared the softwood lumber 
agreement Harper made with the U.S. 
to the deal Neville Chamberlain made 
with Adolf Hitler! Composer Walter 
Boudreau took his cue and compared 
Harper to Hitler at an arts funding 
protest in Montreal just a couple weeks 
ago. A member of the arts community 

protested the miniscule funding cuts 
by uploading a video entitled “Adolph 
Harper loses it,” which features Hitler 
in the movie Downfall with subtitles 
implying that Hitler is in fact Harper 
(you can watch it at http://ca.youtube.
com/watch?v=D0GS_X9hYII ). Now 
I know from personal experience that 
the people outraged over the arts 
funding cuts aren’t all that bright, but 
these Hitler jokes are just downright 
offensive.

While we seem to expect this drivel 
from politicians, it is very telling that 
people from only one side of the politi-
cal spectrum continually and charac-
teristically engage in such disgusting, 
desperate, and idiotic tactics.

Do a YouTube.com or Google 
Image search of Stephen Harper 
and you’ll find countless videos with 
Harper-Hitler themes, and images of 
Harper with a swastika on his fore-
head. Such bright, intelligent, creative 
young people on the Canadian left! Just 
for fun I did a search of all the other 
Canadian leaders and found nothing 
of the sort. 

The most obvious form of juvenile 
left-wing political action during cam-
paigns is knocking over Conservative 
candidates’ lawn signs. This is a left-
wing tactic all around Canada — take 
a trip down any residential road in 
Winnipeg and count how many Liberal 
or NDP signs versus Conservative signs 
are lying on the ground. John Baird 
in Ottawa, according to the Ottawa 
Citizen, lost dozens of signs to zeal-
ous young anti-Conservatives. This 
is also illegal, as they must trespass 
to get to the sign. The comparable 
campus equivalent would be during 
last year’s UMSU elections, when the 
Regressive Conservatives’ posters were 
ripped down in mass numbers while 
the others remained untouched.

And how about those irritat-
ing “Students Demand Canada Out 

Of Afghanistan” stickers that some 
douchebag is putting up all over the 
Isbister building? Again, defacing 
school property to make their point 

— and I don’t recall anyone asking me 
if I wanted troops out of Afghanistan, 
do you remember being asked? These 
spineless vandals won’t even put their 
organization’s name on the stickers 
they use!

Anyone who has ever engaged a lefty 
in debate knows that as soon as they 
are backed into a corner, they resort to 
personal attacks. In one of Dion’s first 
interviews as leader of the opposition, 
he called Harper fat. Now that Harper 
is about to send the Liberals back to 
opposition in even weaker shape than 
before, Liberal commentators have 
resorted to fat jokes as well.

A couple weeks ago, a “hacker” 
exploited the PMO listserv. Despite 
what an amazing (albeit illegal) oppor-
tunity this was to reach millions of 
Canadian voters, this whiz kid sent 
out a clunker of an e-mail, listing off 
someone of the lamest and outlandish 
lies about Harper that wouldn’t fool 
even the most naïve NDP voter.

Left-wing desperation has also 
led to one of the most embarrassing, 
sordid and un-democratic practices 
ever — vote-swapping. This process 
appeals to the thickest fucking people 
on the planet. Not only does it make a 

mockery of our electoral system, but it 
is borderline illegal; and let’s not forget 
to mention that it relies on the honour 
system, and we all know that it is pre-
posterous to trust a left-winger to do 
what they say they will. And I doubt 
that any of the 11,000 people on the 
vote-swapping Facebook group have 
given any thought as to what a coun-
try run by Jack Layton might actually 
look like.

Since their viewpoints and policies 
don’t stand up on their own, the left 
has a natural inclination to silence 
the other side and avoid confronta-
tion. They lie and use outlandish 
statements to make their voices heard. 
They will accuse you of homophobia, 
racism, sexism, “Hitler-ism,” and any 
other “ism” in the book to change the 
subject in order to avoid having to 
answer your direct questions. They’ll 
hack computers, trespass, vandalize, 
interrupt public speakers (as they did 
at Dalhousie, according to the student 
paper) and resort to libel and personal 
attacks. Every single debate you engage 
them in ends up being about George 
W. Bush and North America’s second 
war in Iraq.

Oh well, off to the polls! May the 
best party win.
Stephen McCreary is a founder 
of the University of Manitoba 
Campus Conservatives.

Re: “The beer connoisseur’s 
election”

Jesse Beach in “The beer connois-
seur’s election” states that Stéphane 
Dion is a laughable choice as a candi-
date, and that “every election should 
have a form of comedic relief . . . lights 
up every newscast with broken English, 
slow wit . . .” 

Jesse has obviously not been around 
since 1997, when we have had the plea-
sure of watching Gilles Duceppe in 
our debates. 

Dion may be entertaining to you, 
but Gilles outclasses him entertain-
ment-wise in every way shape and 
form, and he can actually speak both 
languages. You must also remember 
that what is entertaining to you is not 
true for the rest of the country. Dion 
is most likely a very adept person when 
debating in French. 

If Jesse thinks Dion is entertain-
ment value, perhaps a trip to Quebec 
to watch Stephen Harper debate in 
an oil-lovin’-Albertan French accent 
would be worthwhile. 

It’s pretty shameful when you make 
fun of somebody just because they are 
learning a new language. I’ll be waiting 
for Jesse’s next column in French. 
Graham Hnatiuk 

R E :  B OR E D  A N D 
FRUSTRATED WITH THE 
CANADIAN ELECTION 

Dear Sir, 
I too suffer from ED: Electoral 

Dysfunction, and so understand 
your embarrassment of the Canadian 
debates.  However I am not writing 
to argue with your cynical view of the 

“bored endless squabbling of Canadian 
politicians and their inability to sit still 
and focus on affective governing,” as 
I fully believe that you are cynical.  
Instead, I want to point out that the 
reason you are all suffering from ED is 
because you have already made up our 
minds about this election.  Have you 
seen the little poll charts on the CBC 
website, which represent the change 
poll results over time?  They are literally 
flat lines.  If those charts were heart-rate 
monitors, the 

doctor would be saying, “I’m sorry, 
there was nothing we could do.” Luckily, 
doctors are smart and have come up 
with a new miracle drug, which is what 
I really want to talk to you about. 

First, like I said, I agree with your 
cynical point of view of our political 
system and that you have, politically 
speaking, flat-lined; dug your feet into 
the sand to be contempt with your 

own 
dis-contempt.  So do you stay home 

and call in sick to Elections Canada 
with voter apathy, and instead watch 
the American Debate on television 
with a bowl of chicken noodle soup 
because you think its less boring? 

The American debate was boring, 
you just thought it wasn’t because of 
the American’s don’t suffer from ED.  
How did the Americans cure their limp 
election system?  What is this miracle 
drug that can cure ED that the doc-
tors on TV keep reminding you about?  
Vote.  Vote for a party 

that will do something about elec-
toral system and change the way you 
feel about it.  Vote for issues, not lead-
ers; actions, not contempt; your heart, 
not your strategy.  If you don’t like 
what you see, or think the debates were 
boring, then do what the American’s 
do and vote for change.  Don’t think 
there is a party that will offer change 
and political reform?  Then you’ve 
already made up your mind and are 
as good as dead.

Sincerely, 
Your Penis 
(written by Ryan Smith)

LeT Ters To The ediTor 
sEND  YoUR  LEttERs  to  EDItoR@tHEMANItoBAN.CoM  oR  DRoP  tHEM  off  At  105  UNIVERsItY  CENtRE

against 
the Grain

Make a statement.
Tell the world to shove it.
Tell our readers to get a life...
Tell our writers to piss off:

BE A COMMENT VOLUNTEER!
comment@themanitoban.com
www.themanitoban.com/volunteer
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The CoLLapse of u.s. markeTs proves The sysTem Works
The downside of globalization meets its maker

CorEy KiNG, VoLUNtEER stAff

At the time of writing this, the 
American Senate with the 
blessings of both Obama and 

McCain passed a bill allowing for more 
than US$700 billion in bailout money 
to stabilize the U.S. economy. As of last 
Friday the House of Representatives 
has succumbed to the pressure and 
voted again on the bill it already turned 
down, this time passing it. The $700 
billion apparently needed to fix the 
economy, the war in Iraq and the mas-
sive federal deficit indicates to me that 
the United States needs a good smack 
to get back on track, and this economic 
collapse is exactly that smack. 

Regardless of how well this $700 bil-
lion is managed by the less-than-thrifty 
spenders to the south, I’m pleased to 
announce that I finally think globaliza-
tion works as advertised.  

Basically, the current crisis stems 
from investors removing their money 
from financial institutions in the U.S. 
because those institutions made many 
bad financial decisions. If I was to put 
my money up to support an acquain-
tance of mine who claimed to be mak-
ing sound investments, I’d be stupid 
not to take my money back from him 
when I found out later that a lot of 
the loans he was counting as earnings 
were never going to be paid back, that 
actually he lent too much of his money 
to people that would not be able to 
ever pay him back. If this acquain-
tance, I’ll call him “Frankie America,” 
made a lengthy series of these unsus-
tainable investments, then he deserves 
to go belly up. Further, imagine what 
would happen if many institutions like 
Frankie’s friends and competitors were 
also making the same types of decisions. 
This, in a nutshell, is a simplistic way to 
understand what has occurred in the 
U.S. financial markets. 

Think of how strange it would be if 
our government was to bail out Maple 
Leaf Foods because it screwed up badly 
with the recent listeriosis outbreak. 
Sure it was an accident, people may 
lose their jobs, and investors lost some 
money, but bailing them out, well that’s 
just not how the free market works. No 
one is going to back a company in the 
wake of a major error simply because 
they may cease to be profitable. 

It’s not how globalization should 
work either. One of the few good quali-
ties about globalization is that it makes 
commerce faster, forcing companies 
to compete in a Darwinist climate 
of survival of the fittest. If Frankie 
America can’t hack it anymore, the 
system is designed to destroy him in 
order to make room for companies 
and nations that are able to compete. 
Basically, this market crash, like similar 
ones that have hit South Asian and 
South American nations, is the mar-
ket’s natural way of punishing those 
who don’t conduct themselves in a way 

the investors find profitable. Frankie 
America, for example, mismanages 
the money you gave him, so acting 
rationally you should take the rest of 
it away and give it to someone who you 
think will manage it better. It is this 
scenario that causes stocks, bonds and 
currencies to fall. 

It is for this reason, and because of 
the fact that Americans applauded the 
free market for so many years, that I 
am against the bailout on principal. 
The South Asian and South American 
nations were not afforded the same 
bailed options when their economies 
collapsed. They were forced to reform 
in ways that were favourable to America. 
They would surely never be allowed to 
print more money to pay their way 
out, which is what the U.S. plan calls 
for. No, these poorer, weaker nations 
were told to suck it up and reform their 
markets or else the investments would 
not return. The IMF and The U.S. gov-
ernment manipulated these nation 
into adopting long-term free-market 
reforms which caused suffering to their 
people by making their governments 
adopt a system that makes it difficult to 
ever pay off their debts. The IMF and 
U.S. government told these nations that 
if they free up their markets allowing 
more foreign investments the markets 
would fix themselves once the inves-
tors are assured that their economies 
were strong and robust. America in 
the meantime stood as both the force 
that pushed globalization forward, and 
the leading example of globalization’s 
success. However, in a free market 
global system your company or coun-
try is not supposed to be protected; 
to compete fairly they’re supposed to 
dig themselves out the hard way, with 
hard work and major reforms. Basically, 
the system America pushed for pushed 
back and when this happened the U.S. 
government chose to temporarily dis-
band their free market ideologies in 
favor of a quasi-socialist manoeuvre 
something no other nation would ever 
be afforded on America’s watch. 

Now I know that failing to bail 
out these major American institu-
tions would have caused great hard-
ship on both sides of the border, and 
would likely cause the U.S. recession 
to deepen. But the bailout is a short 
term band-aid that will spend a lot of 
money and make Americans appear 
like even bigger hypocrites than they 
already do. The bailout will not do 
what a major recession would — make 
Americans demand a stronger, less 
volatile economic system. Or in other 
words, the bailout will prevent a much-
needed extreme makeover, globaliza-
tion edition. 

Like Michael Silicz pointed out 
last week, such a recession could cause 
America’s place on the world stage to 
be contested, however I personally do 
not believe that they are somehow the 
necessary de facto world government. 
I think that whichever country is the 
strongest should be on top, and if 
Frankie America and his chums can’t 
keep money coming without building 
straw castles, then perhaps it’s time 
for a little fluctuation. Change will be 
painful like puberty, but it’s not always 
a bad thing. Often times, like puberty, 
it’s necessary. 

This crisis is serious (if you’re 
inclined to care about money), but the 
bailout will only help keep the same 
global system going, inhibiting any real 

to allowing us to return to a system 
with more protections for the busi-
nesses and workers alike. 

At best the current economic cri-
sis is a long-awaited wakeup call that 
screams in bold red, white and blue 
letters that free market globalization is 
not a humane way to organize society. 
It builds great wealth, but that wealth 
can be taken away with the clicks of a 
million mice whose operators can bid 

away your place in the world in seconds. 
At least now we know the free market 
treat all bad economies with equal dis-
dain. Just a final thought, how much 
money must a country print before it’s 
at par with monopoly money? 

Corey King has no idea who he is, but 
he knows “Corey King” refers to him. 

reform. What occurred was not a glitch, 
but what the system was designed to do. 
Now that the U.S. is feeling the pain 
that many other nations have experi-
enced, maybe it will be less inclined 
to promote this effective but unsym-
pathetic economic system. The system 
was never about people, rather it was 
always just about profits. Because of 
the bailout, the system, in time, will 
return to business as usual; as opposed 

how to vote
Throw partisanship aside, because this could 
be the election of the century

TESSA vANdErhArT, stAff

I’ve never been worried about an 
issue like I am right now, about 
the American economic crisis of 

all things.  
Sept. 11, Hurricane Katrina and 

the tsunami, even BSE and the recent 
Salmonella and Listeriois food poi-
soning scandals — all things that 
are unfortunate, sucky even, but all 
things that ultimately drew our atten-
tion to the stability of Canada and the 
Western world’s security. Yes, the twin 
towers fell, and the levees broke, but 
things sorted themselves out; much 
more importantly, Canada was better 
planned, better-run and generally a 
safe place to be.

Not too toot our own horn too 
much, but Canadians have had the 
relative political luxury of worrying 
about the environment as our main 
concern for several elections now, or 
at least the last one, in 2006. While 
climate change is a huge and important 
issue, and one that ultimately govern-
ments are going to have to combat in 
a meaningful way — with or without 
the people — if greenhouse gas emis-
sions are going to turn around and go 
back where they came from, worrying 
about the possibility of future shock is, 
in the end, a luxury.  

I wasn’t quite convinced of this 
myself, until very recently, when it 
occurred to me if the $700 billion bail-
out (which actually totalled $850 bil-
lion, if you count what’s been given the 
banks already), that I needed to make 
a quick trip to Costco and invest in a 
cabin the woods. Now, I’m not a kook 
or a conspiracy theorist, but within a 
few short years the complete implo-
sion of the American economy would 
have been utterly inevitable; the euro or 
more likely the Chinese yen would have 
served as the world currency, and sud-
denly Canadian products would not 
be exportable. North America would 
be forced to revert to a depression-era 
socialism or anarchy, and given the cur-
rent government’s stated preference for 
dismantling the system as the solution 
to credit crunches, anarchy would be 
the favoured result.  

Really, I think that’s kind of fun. 
I’m kind of looking forward to it, in 
an I’m-totally-sane-but-like-camping 
sort of way. And because that’s the 
kind of person I am, I am probably 
going to vote for the Green party in this 
election. Their platform is solid; most 
of their ideas are very well thought 
out and researched, in line with my 

tree-hugging likes and dislikes, and of 
course the cornerstone of their policy is 
what I thought, until recently, was the 
election issue of the year: the environ-
ment, of course. Their mark-up of the 
Liberals’ Green Shift even made sense. 
I thought, if you can make the Green 
Shift make practical sense, you can 
do anything.  

But the Green party is powerless to 
stop the economy from collapsing in 
on itself; actually if the economy did 
collapse, and brought down Parliament 
with it, it would be much better for 
most of the Green party’s policies, 
which I agree with. I don’t mean to 
imply that any politicians in Canada 
have any real hope of undoing 50-plus 
years of just plain stupid American 
foreign policy, including a $900 billion 
debt to China (according to Harper’s 
magazine).  

Realistically, no matter what eco-
nomic prowess Stephen Harper brings 
to the table, a recession is about to hit, 
and hit hard. According to a study  
by Moody’s Economy.com published 
in the New York Times, “about two-
thirds of the country’s 381 metropolitan 
areas were in recession, and another 
one in five was at risk.” As Canadian 
Business reporter Rick Spence writes 
like in 1981, it’s time to quote Kurt 
Vonnegut: “Things are going to get 
worse and worse and never get better 
again.” 

It’s hard to say how bad it will be, 
but I have to believe the same com-
mentators who predicted the credit 
crisis three years ago. We won’t be able 
to buy ourselves out, manufacturing 

(and thus heavy-polluting) companies 
are going to go out of business, and 
the standard of life for most middle-
income Canadians will change, much 
as it already has for those Canadians 
who had invested a lot in the U.S. or 
American firms.  

So at the end of the day, I really don’t 
want to tell you how to vote, because 
the outlook is bleak. But Harper has 
mirrored many of the pro-bank, pro-
business and deregulation policies that 
led the U.S. to its current crisis. It’s not 
his fault; while I disagree with them, 
they’re not horrible policies for when 
we have lots of money. But when we 
don’t . . . more of the same could (and 
probably will) fix the economy, but it 
is going to hurt.  

But to keep the Canada I know 
— the one with social programs and 
social order — I wholeheartedly hope 
that the NDP win enough seats to 
become the Official Opposition, and 
lead the charge to block, with Layton’s 
endemic bulldoggedness, the bad, bad, 
stupid policies that the Conservatives 
are sure to put forward to perform our 
own bailout, when the time comes. A 
vote for the NDP is a vote of confidence 
in the political system to take care of 
the country; and I guess, by that same 
token, a vote for the Green is a vote for 
back-to-nature scenario that I’ve been 
not-so-secretly longing for.  

It’s a hard gamble, any way you 
shake it: but what is going to hit us 
first, climate change or global-finance-
based system collapse? It’s worrying, 
but if you’re worried, at least there is a 
small reason to hold out hope. 

send me your letters. I want them.
It’s not like historians, who are like 
deaf people who go on answering 
questions that no one has asked 
them. Ha-ha-ha. toot-toot!

It’s more like, say, when you 
have an opinion and you think 
it’s a good one, so you tell us and 
then we show everyone. Weeee!

It’s like this, buddy; If there 
existed no external means for 
dimming their consciences, one-
half of the men would at once shoot 
themselves, because to live contrary 
to one’s reason is a most intolerable 
state, and all men of our time 
are in such a state.

e D I t o r @ t h e m a n I t o b a n . c o m

Hitchhiking 
to the Moon
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iDeas: imagine a 2-minuTe CommuTe, 
WiTh no CafeTeria in sighT
Southwood Golf Club lands should include affordable housing for students

TESSA vANdErhArT, stAff

Every year, most students are faced 
with a dilemma: to live near the 
university, or downtown? Of 

course there are other options — such 
as living with parents or staying in resi-
dence — but the benefits to these two 
living situations in particular are clear. 
Short commutes mean sleeping in and 
always being on time for class — not to 
mention proximity to good study spots. 
But apartments near the university are 
expensive, and the popularity of this 
approach means that houses are often 
packed with six or more roommates. 
Live downtown — in Osborne Village, 
Corydon, or West Broadway/Wolseley 

— and you get a whole other range of 
benefits: proximity to night spots; gen-
erally cheap rent, or swank pads where 
rent is pricey; proximity to friends, and 
an urban geography that makes having 
a car largely unnecessary.   

Both are good options, in my per-
sonal experience, but ever since I started 
attending this university I have been 
aware of a still better solution. If only, 
I thought, someone would purchase 
the golf course from its silly proximity 
to prime university access, and let me 
live there!   

Well, thankfully, the university 
finally did step in and purchase the 
lands — after the Southwood Golf 
and Country Club offered them. In 
two years, the acreage just north of 
the Fort Garry campus will be turned 
over to the U of M for $10 million; it 
will likely be U of M's to use in 2011. 
And sometime this year, the university 
is expected to announce a commit-
tee to make a plan to make a plan for 
what to do when we get the area. So 
before that happens, I would like to use 
the inaugural "Ideas" column of the 
Manitoban to describe my would-be 
plan for the area.   

The key is housing: affordable, 
quality housing for students. This is 
relatively easy to achieve, as students 
have fairly simple needs — between 
450 and 650 square feet of space and a 
functioning kitchen.   

Residences are out, because not only 
is the cost exorbitant — approximately 
$7,000 for eight months, or $875 per 
month! — but that awful price also 
includes awful campus food. Sure, if 
you live in one of the colleges or Arthur 

V. Mauro residence, you have access to 
passable food (in the college cafeterias 
or with a declining balance plan), but 
the real-life, enjoyable, healthy and 
cost-saving option of cooking for your-
self is all but impossible. And many 
students — especially mature students, 
or even those in their upper years of 
study — are looking for a more inde-
pendent, less alcohol-oriented lifestyle. 
On-campus but off-residence living 
could accomplish just that, in addition 
to costing only $450-$550 per month.   

According to an August 2008 study 
by Statistics Canada, the cost of build-
ing in Winnipeg increased by only 1.2 
per cent in the second quarter of this 
year; an economic slowdown could 
make construction even cheaper. These 
buildings could cost as little as $5 mil-
lion each to build (assuming the U of 
M doesn't throw money away as they 
did on the Aboriginal Student Centre 
. . . ), but 200 suites at $500 a month is 
$100,000; it would be paid back in 50 
years, and — if built right — could 
even be a source of revenue.   

The best thing about building 
these buildings from scratch is that 
the university — or the agency created 
to complete this project — would get 
to make a master plan that could make 
much more money, fast, plus be a big 
draw for students. Because, you see, the 
buildings could all have commercial 
properties on the bottom floor!   

The University of Alberta has some-
thing just like this, and it is a great idea. 
Well, it's not a great idea, because as 
reported by students' newspaper the 
Gateway, the Mall (as it’s called) was a 
students' union project that had to be 
bought out by the university after it was 
poorly managed. Also, the apartments 
that project from it are residence rooms, 
and another Gateway story a few years 
later reported that rooms were being 
taken away from students in order to 
allow more space for the university to 
locate campus services in the Mall.   

But the germ of the idea is there, 
and fraught with potential — whether 
the buildings were all connected as in 
a mall, or separate like the downtown 
apartments where this model currently 
achieves both convenience and cash in 
downtown Winnipeg. Commercial 
properties of this proximity could pay 
back the buildings' mortgages in qua-
druple — even decuple (that's "times 

10") — time. Imagine having Osborne 
Village shops in your very own apart-
ment building — maybe we could even 
do one better and encourage new Tall 
Grass bakery and Organic Planet "fran-
chises" (somehow I think they'd prefer 
the word "outposts"). But groceries and 
coffee shops; maybe a small theatre, or 
bowling lanes; dry-cleaners and even 
tutors could set up shop. The only limit 
would be what students want, and the 
number of well-dressed, well-outfitted 
students on this campus is clear that we 
could maintain many a shop.   

And if student organizations, such 
as the U of M student garden, had 
some particularly inspired leadership, 
they could even rent out one of these 
commercial areas and start the U of M 
farmer's market. Imagine: fresh pro-
duce all year round — and right by a 
captive audience of 27,000 students and 
just as many faculty, staff and random 
visitors. Actually, just imagine the boon 
in popularity existing U of M events 
would get from the proximity of all of 
these students — art shows, theatre, 
even movie nights, karaoke at Degrees, 
student groups could all get a shakeup 

and wakeup from former commuter 
students who could begin to realize 
what they've been missing. Perhaps 
there would even be the student popu-
lation to sustain another try at a Movie 
Village on campus.   

The lack of service options on cam-
pus is actually surprising, given how 
keenly other universities have found 
companies willing to take their stu-
dents' money. As is so overstated, the 
U of M is Manitoba's third-largest city 

— on weekdays during the regular ses-
sion of school — and yet the only shop-
ping options we have are the BookStore, 
the Pharmacy, or glasses and flowers? 
Besides U of M Food Services (ew) we 
have only five small food outlets? And 
only one proper bar within walking 
distance?   

I'm not a corporatist; far from it. I 
want this development because I think 
that it could benefit students, mak-
ing the choice of where to live much, 
much easier, and doing it in a transac-
tional relationship that benefits both 
us (students) and them (the companies). 
Oh, and the university! Unlike most 
things in life, this is a win-win-win 

situation.   
And with the Bombers stadium 

likely to move in next door, what bet-
ter to block the noise that established 
households of the area have railed 
against in the Winnipeg Free Press? 
The condos that David Asper proposed 
to coincide with the stadium's Point 
Douglas location could even be built 
in conjunction with these apartments; 
not only would they attract Bombers 
professionals, but also many professors. 
I recall, very unscientifically, new con-
dominiums planned for Bison Drive 
selling out in less than a month last 
year; surely there is demand. From per-
sonal experience, I know that general 
demand for a more sustainable, more 
urban style of living is very much on 
the rise.   

As the university's own 2003 plan-
ning document said, U of M is tapped 
out of land. Already university devel-
opments have begun to encroach on 
land used for academic purposes by 
the Faculty of Agriculture, and the 
City of Winnipeg has classified almost 
all of the Fort Garry campus as prime 
flooding land (actually it has also given 
that same designation to much of the 
golf course, cited as a reason for the sale. 
But what the heck, the deal's already 
been made, and the university sur-
vived being entirely submerged in 1950, 
according to Manitoban archives).  

Something has to go in that area; 
currently the university is still plan-
ning to make a plan to make a plan. 
Why not consider this? For a small 
amount of land and the cost of securing 
private investors, the university could 
provide something intangible: a cam-
pus experience like the one most Arts 
students dreamed of. Cafes and culture 
and midnight steals across campus; 
debates and chance meetings and yes, 
a small amount of debauchery; a 21st 
century, neo-urban, sustainable, fair-
trade paradise.   

Oh yeah, and can the apartments 
have balconies?  

IllustratIon by ben clarKson
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Winnipeg’s
   Underappreciated
      performers

Apathetic audiences in Winnipeg make busking difficult
by Teghan Beaudette
Photos by Cameron Bulloch

Fairly soon the browning leaves 
and dusty sidewalks will be 
replaced with slush and salt, the 

weather will slowly turn from brisk to 
bitter, and a familiar sight will disap-
pear from our city’s centre; buskers 

will either take their acts inside or 
pause their performances for several 
months. 

Buskers, if you are not familiar 
with the term, are individuals who 
perform or entertain in public places 
and usually accept tips or donations. 
In Winnipeg they can most reliably 
be found in and outdoors at the Forks 
at designated “Busk Stops.” However, 
it’s likely that you’ve seen one or more 
of these performers in the Exchange 
District, the village or on Corydon 
Avenue.

If you’re among a majority of peo-
ple who have travelled, you may have 
noticed that buskers in other cities 

(Toronto or New York, for example) 
seem to outplay, outsing and outper-
form the buskers in Winnipeg. In fact, 
some have gained national media atten-
tion for their acts; have you ever heard 
of New York’s naked cowboy? 

Winnipeg 
has a few bus-
kers that are 
well known 
to people who 
frequent the 
village — but 
you’ll rarely see 
a large crowd. 

So why is it that, in a city which has 
a great local music scene and a huge 
number of young people to foster and 
appreciate local talent,  our buskers are 
not held in higher regard?

It may have something to do with 
the calibre of acts we see on our city 
streets. Winnipeg does not have a 
bylaw in place which prohibits anyone 
from busking, nor a licensing program 
that screens buskers before they hit the 
streets. Other large Canadian cities do 
have licensing programs for street per-
formers, however. Toronto, Vancouver 
and Calgary all require their buskers 
to maintain a license and pass an audi-
tion before they can perform. This may 

have something to do with the quality 
of acts you see on street corners.

Whether or not it’s a good thing to 
require people to audition to perform 
on the street is debatable. It’s difficult 
to argue that an individual or small 

group of individuals would be able to 
reliably determine if someone is tal-
ented or not, and then to determine if 
they are allowed to use public space.

Buskers in Winnipeg are fairly 
lucky — there are no city bylaws pro-
hibiting the practise nor do the major  
Business Improvement Zones (BIZ) in 
the city discourage busking.

Both the Exchange District BIZ 
and Corydon Avenue BIZ welcome 
buskers in their area — as long as they 
aren’t badgering or bothering onlook-
ers. Brian Timmerman, the director of 
operations for the Exchange District 
BIZ said that he enjoys the cultural 
contributions of buskers to the area. 
Katia Von Stackelberg, the executive 
director of the Corydon Avenue BIZ 
says she too welcomes artists to the 
Corydon area, and encourages busking 
in many forms, not just musicians.

So, with encouraging city officials 
and talented people, why don’t we have 
higher-calibre buskers? It seems like 
something is missing from the street 
performer equation that is preventing 
our city from hosting more impressive 
acts that are available in other cities. 
The problem may lay in our perception 
of buskers and our role as audience 
members.

Reactions from passersby to 
buskers are a mixed bag. In general, 
Winnipeggers react to buskers in three 
typical ways. The first (and perhaps 
most common) type feels guilt for pass-
ing the busker without an economic 
transaction taking place. This type of 
passerby will typically avert their eyes 
and walk briskly by, either seeming 
intently focused on arriving at their 
destination or deep in thought. The 
second type involves acknowledging 
the performer’s presence by providing 
a glance or momentary stop in the 
vicinity of the performance. A small 
economic exchange may take place. 
Finally, there are a group of people who 
associates buskers with vagrancy. This 
type will most definitely not partake in 
an economic exchange nor entertain 
the idea that the individual may in fact 
be talented and/or capable of spending 
their money in places other than liquor 
or convenience stores.

Our city’s buskers range in age, gen-
der and talent but all share the ability 
to brave scrutinizing and occasionally 
confused stares in order to entertain 
the public and make some decent tips. 
However, they perform for increasingly 
thinning audiences, especially as the 
weather turns.

Why is it that, in a city which has a 
great local music scene and a huge 
number of young people to foster 
and appreciate local talent,  our 
buskers not held in higher regard?

Our buskers: A sunday afternoon at the Forks

Being a busker in Winnipeg is difficult with an apathetic audience

Idrissa Turay can be found daily 
at the Forks, singing in a soulful 
voice reminiscent of Bob Marley, 

accompanied by smooth, understated 
guitar riffs. “I know what people think 
about buskers. I don’t care about that,” 
he said Sunday afternoon. 

Turay’s daily visits to the Forks 
start after he finishes his early shift at 
a part-time job as a school bus driver. 
He comes daily, not for the money, 
he says, but for the opportunity to 
practise his music — playing at even 
small venues can be too pricey for 
solo artists who have few options for 
funding. 

Busking, however, provides a cheap 
alternative to booking a venue for an 
evening, and you can keep coming 

back. The Forks provides busking 
licenses for a relatively small fee to 
individuals who pass auditions. Some 
buskers are approved only to work 
outdoors and others may be given 
the more prestigious indoor pass. 
Turay was deemed talented enough 
to receive an indoor pass, and as such 
can be found at the Forks throughout 
the winter months. 

Not all buskers are eligible to busk 
at the Forks, nor are they in a position 
to afford the fee for the pass. Even if 
they pass the audition and pay the fee 
they may only receive an outdoor pass, 
putting a damper on the opportunity 
to busk in winter months. 

As a result, when the weather turns, 
we see fewer and fewer buskers in our 

city — as most are relegated to the 
outdoors, and cold weather is just 
as uncomfortable  for a musician or 
artist as it is their audience. Despite 
having an indoor busking pass at the 
Forks, Tess Doan says there is a sig-
nificant decrease in audience size from 
the summer to winter months.

Doan, a Charleswood Junior 
High student, busks throughout the 
winter months despite the decrease 
in traffic at the Forks. She has been 
busking for two years, she says, and 
has been a musician as long as she 
can remember. Doan’s confidence 
and Joni Mitchell-influenced voice 
belie her actual age — she is only 13 
years old.  She cites a similar reason 
for busking as Turay does: she loves 
music. “I started playing guitar when 
I was seven and I started singing when 
I was three. I pretty much just do this 
as my primary job.”

She sang confidently on Sunday 
afternoon, while people milled 
around and passed. The difficulty of 
playing for a crowd that isn’t paying 
explicit attention to you cannot be 
understated. As Winnipeg’s buskers 
rarely draw crowds, they must be bus-
king for a reason other than attention 
and money.

Turay, who arrived in Canada 
from Sierra Leone seven years ago, 
says he does it for the opportunity 
to practise his music and perform 
for even a small audience. “I have 

somewhere where I am practising, 
I’m getting exposed, people give me 
gifts sometimes. [ . . . ] At the end of 
the day you have some change in your 
pocket. You’re getting paid to prac-
tise. It’s not the money. Everybody 
needs money. I want it. But my first 
interest when I come here is to play 
my music and make myself feel like 
I play very good music and people 
appreciate it.” 

Turay is among a minority of 
people who busk daily. The lack of 
reception from crowds is a deterrent 
for a lot of buskers to return to the 
Forks or perform on the street. “Some 
of them [buskers] will come here, they 
don’t make money, they are discour-
aged and they don’t come back.”

Perhaps they haven’t received 
receptions as warm as Turay has. 
Despite the lack of onlookers (and 
even greater deficit of paying onlook-
ers) in the Forks Market on Sunday 
afternoon, one person in particular 
enjoyed Turay’s set. An older woman, 
with white cottony hair and a blazing 
blue windbreaker, sat herself down 
next to Turay and put her arm around 
him, singing along. Soon after she sat 
down a small crowd of people stopped 
and enjoyed the music. From the view 
on the second floor it was difficult to 
see if any of the people felt compelled 
to offer tips, but the exchange left 
Turay smiling — and according to 
him, that’s all he needs. “It heals my 
soul — it’s like a therapy for me.” 

13 year old tess Doan is in her second year of performing at the forks. 45 year old Idrissa turay has been busking daily for two years.
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voting with Scientific conScience
Deconstructing science policy in Canada’s 2008 election

TrEvor bEKolAy, stAff

Science and politics are like oil and vinegar: 
they don’t mix naturally, but you see them 
together all the time. Scientists are funded 

by government initiatives and are bound by a 
country’s laws and policies. Politicians are advised 
by scientists and are often forced to comment on 
scientific issues. Like it or not, science and politics 
are part of the inseparable salad dressing that is 
Canadian society.

Next week, there will be a federal election. 
With the current political and economic landscape, 
it’s important to know where the major political 
parties stand on important science issues. We have 
identified three main categories through which we 
will evaluate each party’s platform. We’ve scoured 
each party’s policy statements and speeches to find 
out what they’ve said publicly about each issue. 

Climate change
The earth is warming, and there is strong evi-

dence that humans are the cause of it. Climate 
change has become by far the most important 
scientific issue of this election, and on the country’s 
future; aside from the environmental impacts, a 
2007 Statistics Canada report showed the negative 
impact that warming has on Canada’s economy. 
What specific policies and plans will each party 
enact?

Conservatives

On Oct. 19, 2006 the Conservative 
party tabled the Clean Air Act. 
In the short term (2010-15), 
the act states that the 
government “intends to 
adopt a target-setting 
approach based on 
emissions intensity.”  
In the medium term 
(2020-25), there will 
be “establishment of 
a fixed cap on emis-
sions.” In the long term 
(by 2050), emissions will 
be lowered 45 to 65 per cent 
from 2003 levels.

The act has been criticized by 
other party leaders and members of the 
media; Climate Action Network Canada released 
a five-page list of proposed amendments that 
was signed by 22 environmental organizations. 
Many have noted that the goals outlined fell far 
short of the goals the Canadian government is 
legally obligated to meet through signing the 
Kyoto Protocol. In 2002, then Canadian Alliance 
party leader Stephen Harper wrote that “Kyoto is 
essentially a socialist scheme to suck money out 
of wealth-producing nations.”

The conservative government has introduced 
six ecoACTION initiatives for consumers, and 
nearly 20 for organizations. These initiatives are 
mostly grants for upgrading equipment and facili-
ties to make them more energy-efficient.

While the environment is listed as one of the 
conservative party’s key issues, they have not made 
any new promises for this election.
Verdict: C

The Clean Air Act is simply inadequate. While 
it lays out goals for the next 40 years, the act 
does not detail any concrete methods to meet 
those goals. The ecoACTION initiatives are inter-
esting and well funded, but without regulating 
new products and facilities, there is little value in 
spending billions of dollars fixing old things. The 
Conservative party does get some credit, though, 
for having actually implemented policies rather 
than just proposing them.

Liberal

The Liberal party states that the cornerstone 
of its platform is the “Green Shift” plan.

Through the plan, the party aims to cut green-
house gas emissions to at least 20 per cent below 
1990 levels by 2020, 40 per cent below 1990 levels 
by 2035, and 60-80 per cent below 1990 levels by 

2050. The Liberal party’s action plan notes that 
these goals are “tough but achievable.”

One of the ways the party plans to meet these 
goals is through a carbon tax starting at $10 per 
tonne, reaching $40 per tonne within four years; 
gasoline at the pump will be exempt from this 
tax.

Through the $15 billion Green Shift plan, higher 
energy costs will be offset by income-tax breaks 
for Canadians and businesses. This will be over-
seen by the Auditor-General to ensure that it’s 
revenue-neutral.

The Liberals’ plan also includes consumer 
incentives for making homes more efficient, simi-
lar the Conservative’s ecoACTION initiatives.
Verdict: B

The Green Shift plan, while clearly being pro-
moted to entice young voters who are concerned 
about climate change, has some legs — clear 
mechanisms planned to meet the goals that it’s 
set. The goals are much more ambitious than the 
Conservative party’s as well.

NDP

The NDP proposed the Climate Change 
Accountability Act, which aims to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions by 20 per cent below 1990 levels by 
2020 and 80 per cent below 1990 levels by 2050.

As opposed to the Liberal party’s carbon tax, 
the NDP proposes to meet these goals through a 

“cap-and-trade” system in which major industrial 
emitters have a cap on the amount of greenhouse 

gases they can emit. Companies that 
exceed these caps, according to 
the NDP’s platform, would be 

required to purchase car-
bon credits; in the first 
year, those credits are 
estimated to cost 
around $35 per ton.

Through the 
sale and trade of 
carbon credits, the 
NDP says it will raise 

around $2.5 billion 
in the next two years, 

increasing to $6 billion by 
2013. It plans to reinvest the 

money in public transit, industry 
innovation strategies, environmental 

sector strategies and alternative energy.
$750 million per year will be invested in what 

NDP leader Jack Layton calls “green-collar jobs” — 
those involved in researching and manufacturing 
energy efficient cars, public transit systems and 
new energy sources, like wind turbines.
Verdict: B

With emission targets extremely close to the 
Liberal plan, the main difference between the two 
parties is how they plan to reach those targets. The 

“cap-and-trade” model espoused by the NDP party 
is ostensibly promising, but they would have to 
take great care in how they implement their plan. 
Cap-and-trade systems in 25 European nations 
were plagued with difficulties in late 2006 because 
they had issued too many tax credits at the outset 
of their programs. Promising, however, is that the 
NDP plans to reinvest earnings from the trade 
of carbon credits back into programs that would 
combat global warming.

I’m skeptical about the green-collar jobs plans, 
primarily because it’s such a catchy phrase and 
the policy sounds promising. That’s usually not 
a good sign (unfortunately).

Green

The Green party’s policy document contains a 
14-page section entitled “Averting climate catastro-
phe.” They plan to meet their goals of 6 per cent 
below 1990 levels by 2012 and 80 per cent below 
1990 levels by 2040 through green tax shifting.

Unlike the Liberal party’s carbon tax, the 
Green party’s tax will directly affect gas prices 
for end consumers. Also in contrast to the Liberal 
proposal, the Green party has budgeted over $5 
billion for carbon tax rebates for low income 
Canadians. The aim of their carbon tax, according 

The Liberal Party promises to increase the 
budgets of the three granting councils by 34 per 
cent over four years. The Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research (CIHR) and the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) will 
both increase to $1.275 billion a year in funding 
from the current levels of $960 million. Funding 
for the Social Sciences and Humanities Council 
(SSHRC) will be increased to $450 million a year 
from the current level of $320 million.

The party also plans to create an Interdisciplinary 
Sustainability Fund of $100 million which will 
allow scientists, researchers and graduate students 
to pursue “projects that reach beyond the barriers 
of their discipline.”

In an effort to stimulate research and devel-
opment in the private section, the Liberal party 
will make the currently non-refundable Scientific 
Research and Experimental Development tax 
credit (SR&ED) 25 per cent refundable.
Verdict: A

The Liberal party has a great set of plans and 
policies for post-secondary students and researchers. 
However, while making the SR&ED fund partly 
refundable helps private research, more needs to 
be done to create more private research in Canada. 
The 2007 governmental report “Mobilizing science 
and technology to Canada’s advantage” notes 
that only 54 per cent of research done in Canada 
is performed by business, compared to 68 per 
cent, the average for countries in the OECD 
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development).

NDP

The NDP’s plan con-
cerning post-secondary 
education focuses on 
reducing student 
debt. One program 
involves giving a 
$1,000-a-year grant 
to all undergraduate 
or equivalent students 

who qualify for student 
loans.
The party will reform 

the Canada Student Loans 
program to ensure that loans 

remain interest-free while students are 
completing their education through internship, 
co-op or placement programs.

The NDP’s proposed budget provides $100 
million a year in research grants for university 
and college-based research, and for graduate and 
post-graduate studies.
Verdict: D

The NDP’s policies are surprisingly vague on 
the subject of education and research. Even the 
more detailed sections of their website fail to give 
many numbers or specific ways in which they 
will “keep tuition fees affordable and improve 
opportunities in post-secondary education.” On 
Sept. 29, the Coalition for Student Loan Fairness 
said this about the NDP’s platform: “there appears 
to be no specifics around interest rate cuts or a 
loan ombudsperson — this is a huge blow for 
students who were expecting the NDP to be the 
most progressive on this issue.”

Green

The Green party identifies the price as being the 
biggest barrier to entry into post-secondary educa-
tion. To ease the financial burden on students, the 
party proposed a plan that includes forgiving half 
of a student’s loan upon completion of a degree 
or certificate program.

Another proposed solution is a fund for teach-
ers in which funding increases as the student to 
professor ratio decreases. The party also wishes 
to fund more tenured positions in fields that may 
not have high commercial interest.
Verdict: C+

In some ways the Green party’s view is naïve, 
and other ways cynical. Its cynicism can be seen in 
this quote from their policy document: “Students 
move through large classrooms, pay their ticket 

to their policy document, is not to be a tax grab. 
“Ideally, it should stimulate the economy where 
stimulation is most needed — through cuts to 
income tax and payroll taxes.”

In addition to green tax shifting, the Green 
party details some possible effects of global warm-
ing, and plans to form task forces and commit 
funding accordingly. Policies to increase public 
transportation, ban inefficient products (such as 
incandescent light bulbs) and co-operate with 
other countries are also part of Green party 
policy.
Verdict: A

It should come as no surprise that the party 
labeled “Green” would have the best plans in 
place for environmental sustainability. The Green 
party heralds ecological wisdom as one of the six 
fundamental principles the party shares with other 
Green parties around the world (the “Greens” 
are an international movement). Unlike any of 
the other parties, the Green party’s policy docu-
ment begins with a review of scientific climate 
change research; their commitment to informing 
the voter rather than impressing them ironically 
impressed me. Their policies were by far the most 
comprehensive, and were backed by statistics 
and global examples like the successful carbon 
tax in Sweden.

Education and research
The future of science and technology rests in 

education. Young scientists must have the proper 
resources and incentives to pursue 
careers in science and technol-
ogy. What changes will each 
party make to the current 
education system? How 
will each party fund 
and support current 
scientific research-
ers and inspire 
new innovative 
research?

Conservative

After being criticized 
for a lack of attention to 
undergraduate education in 
the 2007 budget, the 2008 bud-
get released by the Conservative party 
in February introduced a new granting program 
that replaces the defunct Millennium Scholarship 
Foundation. These grants will be dispersed on a 
need-basis, and amounts to $2,000 per academic 
year for low-income students and $800 for middle-
income students.

Graduate students received new funding in the 
form of 500 new Canada Graduate Scholarships 
for PhD students totaling $25 million.

Though there was speculation of a drop in 
the student loan interest rate, the rate remained 
prime plus 2.5 per cent. $45 million was allocated 
to improving the federal student loan system.
Verdict: B

While they are really dragging their heels 
on reforming the student loan system, the 
Conservative government did introduce new 
funding for education. Of particular note is the 
granting program, which will be happily accepted 
by the 245,000 students that are estimated to 
benefit. Those that would have won Millennium 
Scholarships will not be as pleased, but if they 
continue on to grad school, could recoup their 
losses through the new graduate scholarships.

Liberal

The Liberal party has proposed that all post-
secondary students will be eligible for student 
loans of $5,000, regardless of parental income. 
Further financial aid would come in the form 
of a 20-year education endowment fund worth 
$25-billion for student bursaries and grants.

Their policy document also discusses a change 
the tax system for post-secondary students to 
provide most students about $1,000 each year, 
and extend the $400-per-month education tax 
credit to apprentices.
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and wait for their certificate as proof of readiness 
to enter into the workforce. Increasingly, newly 
minted PhDs are a cheap labour pool for short-
term contracts within universities that have fewer 
and fewer tenure track positions on offer.”

Their naivety is evidenced by their relatively 
radical ideas. While I’m not convinced that 
more tenured professors increases the quality of 
education, I appreciate that they support purely 
academic research and recognize that we need to 
improve teaching in universities. Their policies 
also leave a lot to be desired as far as details and 
numbers, though that may be because they see 
education as primarily a provincial concern.

Energy
The burning of fossil fuels is expensive, non-

renewable, and contributes to environmental prob-
lems. How can we meet the current demand for 
energy in better ways? How can we encourage 
research into new energy sources?

Conservative

In Jan. 2007, CBC News reported that the 
Conservative government budgeted $230 mil-
lion over the next four years for developing clean 
energy technologies. The so-called ecoENERGY 
Technology Initiative has eight primary interests: 
cleaner fossil fuels, clean coal, distributed systems 
(e.g. wind, solar and thermal power), next-gen-
eration nuclear, bio-based, low-emission indus-
trial systems, clean transportation and building 
efficiency.
Verdict: C

There are some good parts 
about the ecoENERGY 
Technology Initiative: 
distributed systems 
and nuclear energy 
should be explored 
for their applications 
in Canada. However, 
many of the areas 
that the initiative is 
concentrating on are 
just stopgaps; clean coal 
and cleaner fossil fuels 
do not solve the underlying 
issue: we will need new sources 
of energy — very soon!

Liberal

The Liberal party notes that Canadians can 
use a lot less energy with energy-efficient housing. 
The party plans to provide up to $10,000 in direct 
financial support, in the form of refundable tax 
credits, for any household that invests in energy 
saving measures like insulation, weather-proofing 
and efficient heating systems.

The party introduced the Wind and Renewable 
Power Production Incentive in 2004. Six weeks 
after the Conservative government took office, it 
halted those incentives. If elected, the Liberal party 

will reinstate those incentives, looking to double 
to 10 per cent the current electricity production 
from low-impact renewable sources by 2015.

While little has been said on the matter in the 
current election, in 2006 the party publicly sup-
ported the use of nuclear energy, stating “Nuclear 
energy has an important role to play in a diversified 
energy mix. It provides 13 percent of Canada’s 
electricity while producing virtually no green-
house gas emissions.”
Verdict: C+

The Liberal commitment to renewable energy 
seems more genuine, and includes a goal and 
deadline. It is disappointing that they have not 
made their stance on nuclear power clear in this 
year’s debate, but if their response in 2006 still 
holds, the Liberal party is looking decent as far 
as energy is concerned. 

NDP

The NDP’s platform introduces the Canadian 
Renewable Energy Agency, which would aim to 
meet 35 per cent of Canada’s energy needs by 2020 
with renewable energy, including biomass, wind 
power and renewable fuels.

The $750 million Green-Collar Jobs fund 
previously mentioned also plays a large role in 
the establishment of new energy sources: part of 
the money would be used to train new workers 
and retrain displaced workers. Further funding 
would be offered to the tune of a $600-million 
industry innovation fund to help businesses reduce 

energy use.
The NDP also recognizes the 

need for more energy efficient 
housing, and pledges to 

provide seven per cent 
of Canada’s build-
ings and homes with 
energy-saving retro-
fits each year.
Verdict: A

Like other por-
tions of the NDP’s 

policy, this one is light 
on some details, such 

as how much energy we 
should aim to generate with 

renewable sources. However, the 
Green-Collar Jobs Fund is the only 

policy of any party that offers a practical and 
funded way to start actually building the facilities 
necessary to produce and store this new energy, 
and for that they should be commended.

Green

The Green party is also extremely committed 
to making Canada’s buildings more efficient; by 
2025, the party’s policy states, all new buildings 
will be net zero energy, government-owned build-
ings will be retrofitted to a high energy-efficiency 
standard and low-income housing will also be 
improved.

issues will likely factor into a voter’s decision, it 
is good to know that the Liberal party isn’t doing 
anything overtly wrong. And if I had to choose 
one category a party must excel in, education 
and research is it.

The NDP suffers from a marked lack of detail 
in their policy presentation. Some of their ideas 
are impressive, but seem to be stuck in the idea 
stage. If the NDP wishes to pick up more seats, 
it would do well to further explore their ideas 
rather than coming up with more nice-sounding 
words and phrases. I can’t help but mention again 
the term “green-collar job” because it is such an 

interesting sounding idea, but I have 
my doubts that it could become 
concrete policy.

The Green party is 
built on many of the 
issues that scientists 
find important, and 
that is the main 
reason they are the 
front-runner in this 
survey. A lot of their 

good policies come 
as a result of the inter-

national nature of the 
party; members in other 

Green parties worldwide have 
experienced pushing for positive 

change in global warming and energy 
efficiency policy, and it seems the Green Party of 
Canada has learned from their experience. If they 
have a weakness, it is that some of their policies 
remain naïve (perhaps because they have not been 
in a position to enact their policies) and ruled by 
emotion where further scientific inquiry would 
be appropriate.
Regardless of who you support, have your voice 
heard! Vote on Oct. 14, 2008. Go to www.the-
manitoban.com for more analysis, including 
where each party stands on water and food safety.

—with files from Steven Coutts

A full plan of how to use Canada’s renew-
able energy resources to completely replace other 
energy sources is also detailed. Through a mix of 
hydro, wind, solar, ocean, biomass and geothermal 
energy, Canada could produce 120 GW of power, 
which meets 2007’s production of 118 GW.

On nuclear energy, the Green party’s policy is: 
“All subsidies and supports to the nuclear industry 
will be withdrawn. Federal insurance will no 
longer cover the risk of nuclear accidents.”
Verdict: A

Were it not for the party’s complete dismissal of 
nuclear energy, this would have been the only A+ 
in the list. If the Green party has one characteristic 
that hurts its adherence to scientific principles, it is 
the emotion that it attaches to many issues. There 
have been two widely publicized nuclear disasters, 
and certainly the word “nuclear” is closely associ-
ated to the atom bomb. Yet, the nuclear plants 
that caused meltdowns in the past were far more 
primitive than the nuclear plants that we could be 
creating today. Nuclear power is one of the safest 
forms of energy we could be exploiting today, but 
the emotion associated with it prevents it from 
seeing wide use.

On all other energy issues, the Green party is 
far and away the most organized, with concrete 
deadlines and well conceived goals for most of 
their plans.

Conclusion
Overall, if you’re going to vote solely on science 

policy, the Green party is the party to 
vote for, though no one party 
is the clear winner in every 
category.

The Conservatives, 
however, managed to 
be the only party not 
to come out ahead 
in a category. Part 
of the problem isn’t 
even with their poli-
cies, it’s with how dif-
ficult it is to find their 
policies. Of the four par-
ties, the Conservatives are 
alone in not having available 
a detailed policy document on 
their website. In fact, the majority of 
material on their site is not information about the 
Conservative party, but attacks on the platforms 
of other parties. The most significant science and 
technology document they have produced — the 
2007 report “Mobilizing Science and Technology 
to Canada’s Advantage” — is simply a guide on 
how to use science and technology for financial 
gain in the private sector.

The Liberal party has good ideas, and detailed 
information for those who want to know more. 
That they did not come out on top is simply a 
function of their priorities: scientific issues are 
not the Liberal party’s main priority. Since other 
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a poLiTiCaL 
Drinking game
Live from the vice-presidential debate

MATT AbrA, stAff

The American vice-presidential debate is 
only minutes away, and I’m as prepared 
as I’m going to be (physically, maybe not 

mentally). Laid out on my coffee table is a 40-day-
old bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, which I have 
personally named Sarah; my own private parallel 
to Sarah Palin’s time in the spotlight. The wine 
connoisseurs dictate that it needs a good two 
years of settling, but I must let the un-readiness 
of this wine match that of Palin, even if it stings 
my taste buds in the same manner that her shrill 
voice ceaselessly pierces my ear drums. Plus, when 
listening to Sarah Palin it is usually a good idea 
to drink anyway. 

But the wine is more than a metaphor; it is 
acting as my own “perception analyzer” in the 
VP debate drinking game. A perception analyzer 
is a device with a dial given to CNN audience 
members during the debate meant to measure how 
they feel about what is being said on the stage. If 
they like what they hear, they turn the dial one 
way. If they don’t like it, they turn it the other. 
Myself, I am going to measure my perception by 
how drunk I get. If I like what I hear, I drink a 
shot of water. If I don’t like it, I drink a shot of 
Sarah the wine. 

It’s almost 8 o’clock. Here we go:
7:58 p.m. — It’s the pre-game debate on CNN, 

with a huge panel of “experts” getting in their 
final words on what’s going to happen tonight. 
I take my first shot of wine. After weeks of this 
conjecture, I’m tired of the endless scuffle of 
superficial punditry. 

8:03 — The two candidates just took the stage. 
Sarah Palin casually asks Joe Biden if she can 
call him “Joe.” He haphazardly agrees. Another 
shot of wine. The everyday woman tactic never 
worked for me.

8:06 — At the bottom of the screen is a meter 
of opinion from the perception analyzers which 
looks kind of like a heart-rate monitor. I take my 
first shot of water when it flatlines while Palin 
makes her first remarks and thanks the American 
public for allowing her to be there. It might have 
been because of a pause in speech, but I choose 

not to think so.
8:14 — My roomate and I have our own debate 

and eventually we both agree that Palin is a MILF. 
More water.

8:15 — A shot of wine. Her voice got to me.
8:34 — They are talking about the energy crisis 

and Palin quoted the words “drill baby drill!” This 
leads me to some interesting sexual visuals and 
a shot of water.

8:45 — Three shots of wine when Palin goes 
on a number about the “traditional definition of 
marriage between a man and woman.” And then 
more wine when Biden says something similar.

9:03 — I flip over to NBC when I get tired of 
the meter. Really, who would use a measuring 
system as an eye-grabbing gimmick? On that 
note: I’m getting a little drunk.  

9:12 — I’ve done about 15 wine shots in the 
past 20 minutes, but luckily I get water break 
when both candidates start mentioning possible 
intervention in Darfur. I also can’t withhold a smirk 
when moderator Gwen Ifill notes that the presidency 
is a “heartbeat” away for both candidates. I flip back 
to CNN and their monitor and take a drink of water 
in the name of irony. 

9:14 — Palin just said “Say it ain’t so, Joe.” Say 
it ain’t so indeed. A shot of wine. I’m officially get-
ting blurry. That can’t be a good sign for the future 
of America.

9:21 — Joe Biden got a little bit choked up 
while talking about the death of his wife and 
daughter; and so did I. I don’t know what to 
drink, so I do a shot of both.

9:26/29 — The final remarks. Palin earns some 
drinks of water from me when she mentions her 
keenness to talk to the public without the media 
explaining everything she says. Biden gets me 
drinking wine when he thanks God. 

9:33 — It’s over and we’re back with the pundits. 
The consensus is that Biden won but that Palin 
managed to keep herself afloat, and I have to agree. 
But the real issue is how I’m feeling. The wine 
bottle is three quarters empty and I’m officially 
drunk. And I can see my writing deteriorate by 
the second, so I will sign off. Thanks for your time 
and God bless . . . I mean, I need to throw up.

Starting a business?
Don’t know where to turn?

Call 474-9949
We will be accepting new clients in October, 2008

The clinic is designed for entrepreneurs who require information* 
regarding new business organizations: incorporation, partnership, 
sole proprietorship and non-profit.

Get free information* from the
L. Kerry Vickar Business Law Clinic
at the Faculty of Law

*Students do not give legal advice

FACULTY WARS SPECIAL ISSUE
Defend your Faculty! Make sure your department doesn't get left out!

have you ever debated the merits of your faculty with another 
student? the Manitoban hopes to "get to the heart" of 
these debates in our faculty Wars issue on oct.22.

how useful are the stereotypes? arts degrees are use-
less. science students are nerds. commerce students are 
jerks — and who studies human ecology anyway?

you have something to say about this, because it's what you do every day.

from professors to course content, to faculty politics, the faculty 
Wars issue will cover all the bases. Make sure that your faculty or 
department is included — contact features@themanitoban.com to 
let everyone know the truth about your faculty (or someone else's). 

CREATIVITY SPECIAL ISSUE 
The Manitoban is running a special Creativity issue Nov. 12 and needs your 
creative input! Are you involved in fashion, design, music, dance or other 
emerging industries? Is there some aspect of your creative culture that is 
underrepresented in the media? The Creativity special issue hopes to spot-
light Winnipeg's creative young people and needs your input! To suggest or 
view an existing list of story ideas contact features@themanitoban.com

Looking for some fame and acclaim for your hard creative work? The 
Manitoban is running four contests for the University of Manitoba's creative 
students. Are you a photographer? Artist? Film maker? Writer? Check out 
the Manitoban's website for details on how to enter contests which will 
make you eligible for excellent local exposure and great prizes (like IPods)!
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B U N D L E

THE MORE YOU ADD
THE MORE YOU SAVE

LG Rumour

$1999*

A MONTH

GOT TEXT-ITIS?

Offers available to students with a valid student ID. *Available with a min 24-month contract. Price of calling plan refl ects fi xed monthly access fee and does not include System Access Fee ($8.95/mo), Hardware Activation 
Fee, and E911/MRS charges, plus any additional usage above the chosen calling plan. Free text messaging applicable in Cdn and U.S. only. Minutes included apply to talk time only. Student Internet offer only available to 
new High Speed Internet customers. After 12 months MTS High Speed service will be billed at the current rate. 30 days notice required for termination of Internet service. Limited offer. Conditions apply. See dealer for details. 
MTS design mark is a registered trade-mark of Manitoba Telecom Services Inc., used under license.

S T U D E N T  O N LY  D E A L

I N C O M I N G  T E X T  M E S S A G E S  A R E  F R E E

Visit an MTS Connect store or Dealer.
2MUCHTXT.COM 

Here’s another sweet deal only for students.
Exclusive Student High Speed Internet offer.

First 12 months $24.95 / month

NOW YOU CAN GET ALL THE TEXT YOU WANT.
• Unlimited Text Messaging (incoming and outgoing)
• Unlimited Mobile Web service
• 250 weekday minutes 
• Unlimited evenings and weekends starting at 5 pm
• BONUS: 3 months unlimited talk time and Call Display
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Artwork by ?
email notext@themanitoban.com to 
submit your work! 

Notext is coordinated by Hao Chen, 
School of Art student

Do you have a super awesome photo that you want the world to see? 
Send your "PHOTO OF THE WEEK" to: photo@themanitoban.com

Photo of the week
this week’s winner: cameron bulloch!

Submit your work to 
n o t e x t @ t h e m a n i t o b a n . c o m 
to have it printed in the paper.
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Grammar 
gripe

“Between you and me” 

lAurA blAKlEy, stAff 

When labeling Facebook photos, 
you may find yourself trying to describe 
the surroundings of yourself and 
another friend/enemy/acquaintance/
relative. So, how do you say that this 
is the two of you, in a photo together? 
It may be trickier than you think.  

People will often say “This is a 
picture of [friend] and I,” when they 
should actually be saying “This is a 
picture of [friend] and me.” This one 
has probably been drilled into of your 
head from grade school when Mrs. 
So-and-So would say “Tsk tsk; it’s 
[friend] and I are going to go . . .” and 
it turns out she was right, too.  

The basic rule of thumb is to take 
your friend out of the sentence, and 
see if it still sounds right. If “this is 
a picture of me,” sounds right, then 

“this is a picture of [friend] and me,” is 
right. If “I am going somewhere,” then 

“[friend] and I are going somewhere,” is 
the way to go.  

Almost a 
thought

will o’doNNEll

If I were Spiderman, I'd save turtles 
crossing highways. It's just the right 
thing to do.

It must tear up the Queen whenever 
she, or any member of her family, gets 
a common cold.

I keep a flare gun in the bathroom, but 
not for the reasons you're thinking of.

The population of predators rises and 
falls in conjunction with their natural 
prey. The platypus is on the rise this 
season, so you know what's rising next 
then . . . King Kongs.

I fell asleep in my yard with a book 
covering my face. When I awoke it was 
replaced by a DVD case. And people 
say the world isn't changing.

draW stUff!
volunteer for drawing stuff.

draw stuff to graphics@themanitoban.com
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the MeMory of Metaphor
A touché in the fencing bout of symbolism

MATT AbrA, stAff

Allow me to delve into the realm 
of the metaphor, a place where 
words are crisply folded into new 

perspectives. A metaphor, as affirmed 
by the Oxford English brewery of 
words, is a figure of speech in which 
a word or phrase is applied to some-
thing to which it is not literally appli-
cable; they are an amiable president of 
tongues where a cough is embellished 
as a sneeze. The word originates from 
the Greek metapherein, which means 

“to transfer.” Metaphors are ground 
zero for us English prophets who take 
extra strides to echo deeper than all 
other superficial scribes — to reach the 
internal centre of the Earth with our 
external universe of wisdom. 

Little specifics are known about the 
early history of metaphors. Naturally 
we do not know when the first one 
was uttered, nor do we know how the 
practice was conceived. It must have 
been hard enough to develop language 
as a core, never mind to add extra layers 
of truly arbitrary diction. With prehis-
toric man, speech was nothing more 
than a radio communication of black 
holes, a method to convey information, 
not a cave dwelling full of preaching 
Oscar Wildes. Somehow “me go find 
food” doesn’t realistically translate to 

“me travel Columbus smorgasbord.”  
We do, however, know that meta-

phors had begun to formulate as com-
mon practice by the time writing was 
first electrically jump-started. Even 
before the Beatles lived in a yellow sub-
marine, even before Mercutio gave two 
houses the plague, there were brainy 
metaphors carved into tablet nine of 
the oldest known story on Earth — the 

Babylonian Epic of Gilgamesh. In it, 
Gilgamesh himself described his late 
companion Enkidu as, “My friend, the 
swift mule, fleet wild ass of the moun-
tain, panther of the wilderness [ . . . ]” 

Since then, metaphors have been a 
dominant Jedi force in world literature 
and beyond. Like a serpent simile of 
symbology, they have crossed paths with 
the entire associated press of recorded 
history, from religion, to science, to 
carpet cleaning. In fact, when it comes 
to religion and metaphors, many like 
to point out that most holy scriptures 
seem to have crossed paths with literary 
metaphors, something that somehow 
got lost in translation with scripture 

“literalists”; with the readers of stone 
books; with Jonah whale-watchers. It is 

a truly sun-soaked irony that so much 
of historical literature is celebrated for 
speaking with metaphorical tongues, 
while many religions act as though the 
writers of ancient scripture didn’t even 
know what a metaphor was. 

Nevertheless, the trend has con-
tinued, all the way from Hermes 
to Hermione, from Frankenstein 
to “frankly, my dear [ . . . ] ” from 
Newton to this very newspaper; this 
fire-kindling caricature cat carpet. 
Modern-day cognitive scientists now 
believe metaphors are central in human 
thought, and no less practical than lit-
eral mouth-walking. Today, metaphors 
are as prominent as ever, and the future 
is sure to look back on us as far more 
poetically sound than we actually are. 

“You can put lipstick on a pig, but it’s 
still a pig” — perhaps this recently 
misinterpreted quote from presidential 
candidate Barack Obama will spend 
the next millennium basking in a tem-
pest of pondering. “Who was this pig?” 
they will ask, “perhaps the subject of 
a pig roast, with the red apple having 
left skin traces upon its lips.”   

Metaphors are our past, present and 
future; they are the playful doodles 
of our language, enveloping them-
selves in our minds, or literature, and 
our history, like a Rumplestiltskin of 
trash-compacting callisthenics. Keep 
ploughing through our midst, O 
great metaphor; you are the seed of 
our serenity. 

sTuDenTs pay TuiTion 
in smaLL Change

KAT ESChNEr, tHE Martlet 
(UNIVERsItY of VICtoRIA)

VICTOR I A (CUP) — 
Wheelbarrows in front of them, 
a duo of University of Victoria 

undergrads sallied forth to pay their 
tuition in change on Sept. 25, five days 
before the fee cut-off date.

UVic’s Accounting Services has 
traditionally only accepted debit trans-
actions, checks, money orders, bank 
drafts or cash.

In an effort to make a statement 
about the inconvenience of not being 
allowed to pay tuition with a credit card, 
the coin-wheeling students showed that 
paying tuition with hundreds of rolls 
of coins is another option.

“I’m paying in nickels and dimes 
because that’s what the university is 
doing — they’re nickel-and-diming us,” 
said Quinn Fuglestveit, the organizer 
of the protest. “You can use your credit 
card anywhere on campus but [not for] 
the most important payment of your 
career in university.”

Murray Griffiths, the university’s 
executive director of finance, says this 
regulation exists because credit-card 
companies attach a processing fee to 
every credit transaction, which the 
vendor cannot add to the customer’s 

purchase. 
Griffiths says the cost could add 

up if many students chose to charge 
tuition to their plastic.

“That could be a million dollars 
gone from our operating budget,” said 
Griffiths.

When the University of British 
Columbia quit accepting credit cards 
last June, they estimated an annual 
savings of $2.5 million in transaction 
fees. Additionally, when students pay 
late, UVic charges 1.5 per cent inter-
est per month on the late sum. (The 
University of Manitoba charges a flat 
$50, and has never accepted credit cards 
as payment for tuition fees.)

But the protesters say the univer-
sity should absorb this cost to help 
students.

“It’s an inconvenience, and it makes 
it inaccessible, because kids have to 
have liquid cash,” said Fuglestveit.

His co-conspirator Dylan Hardie 
says having the option to put fees on 
credit would really help students, as 
it would give them few extra weeks 
to get money together before interest 
begins.

As Fuglestveit and Hardie headed 
to the accounting services office with 
their wheelbarrows, a curious group of 
student onlookers followed the pair and 

watched as the two presented them-
selves to a surprised administration.

Several students assisted Hardie in 
unloading his penny, nickel and dime 
rolls on the counter.

Staff wouldn’t take Fuglestveit’s 
unrolled change, however, and told 
him he would have to roll all of the 
coins in order for the payment to be 
acceptable.

“I have to wait for family funds right 
now,” said one of Hardie’s helpers, who 
is also waiting to pay UVic fees. “I don’t 
have enough money in my account due 
to books and things.”

For students faced with loan diffi-
culties and problems arising from col-
lecting all the money for tuition on 
time, Griffiths is quick to point out the 
presence of a student loans officer on 
campus, and the availability of bursar-
ies, which he says are becoming larger 
as inflation rises.

The only major B.C. university that 
continues to accept credit payment 
is the University of Northern British 
Columbia in Prince George.

According to Griffiths, UVic never 
accepted credit card payments.

“We’ve not seen anything to this 
extent [of backlash] before and it 
actually quite surprises me,” Griffiths 
said.

St. Paul’s College & Chaplaincy 
Sunday Masses in Christ the King Chapel, St. Paul’s College are at 

11:30 a.m.. Students interested in being part of the music ministry or choir 
are welcome to join us. Weekday Masses are Tuesdays to Fridays at 11:45 
a.m. in Christ the King Chapel.   Catholic Mass at 8:00 p.m. Sunday eve-
nings in Arthur Mauro Residence Lounge Rm 116, Main Floor.

November 1st  8:00 p.m. Coffee House with Halloween theme in Hanley Hall. 
Volunteers to organize and showcase talent are welcome!  Interested in regular 
Scriptural prayer and faith sharing?  movie-discussion evenings?  becoming Catholic? 
lessons on the life of St. Paul, and other related faith based activities?  Mini series 
on Prayer in the Catholic Christian Tradition Thursday evenings October 23-Nov 
20? Call us and we will help you get started in a fun, faith filled environment!

Sr Elaine Baete, Director, 
ebaete@cc.umanitoba.ca  Rm #221 (474-9784)
Fr. Daryl Miranda, SJ, Chaplain,  
dmiranda@jesuits.ca  Rm #222 (474-6847)
Adam Prokopanko, Student Campus Minister, 
adam_prokopanko@umanitoba.ca Rm #224 (474-8645)

w w w.umanitoba.ca/stpauls 

IllustratIon by ben clarKson
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John Q.
Q & A with Q. (and any other Q pun you can think of)

bEN poGGEMillEr, stAff

Ben paces around his family room. 
In a few minutes he’s going to 
make a call over Skype. He’s 

tested his recording software over and 
over again. This must go perfectly. He’s 
about to call John De Lancie, the actor 
who played Q. on Star Trek: The Next 
Generation, Deep Space Nine and 
Voyager. Ben has watched Star Trek 
his entire life. De Lancie will be appear-
ing at the Manitoba Comic Con & 
Sci-Fi Expo on Oct. 11 and 12 at the 
Winnipeg Convention Centre. He calls. 
De Lancie answers. Then Ben realizes 
he forgot to turn his microphone on.

Ben Poggemiller: What have you been 
up to lately? What have you been working 
on right now?

John De Lancie: I’m directing a 
show that is going on tour around the 
U.S.. It’s War of the Worlds and then an 
adaptation of Lost World. The first one 
is obviously the serious stage produc-
tion. The other one is a very silly, very 
funny romp.

B.P.: And of course you’re doing our 
little Comic Con in a couple of weeks.

J.D.L.: I am. 
B.P.: Have you ever been to Winnipeg 

before?
J.D.L.: No, and so I’m really looking 

forward to it. 
B.P.: Well, I don’t know about that, 

because all we have here is beer and bingo 
so . . .

J.D.L.: (laughs) Well you said it. 
I’m never there long enough to do as 
much as I would like. Just meeting 
people is fun.

B.P.: Obviously I can’t talk to you 
without talking about Star Trek, so I 
hope that’s OK. 

J.D.L.: It is. Go ahead.
[Ben gushes for a bit before he 

replaces his “fanboy” hat with his 
“journalist” hat]

B.P.: How did you get the role of Q. 
on Star Trek: The Next Generation?

J.D.L.: Well I slept with Gene 
Roddenberry [creator of Star Trek]. I 
auditioned just like everybody else. It 
was just like any audition that agents 
get for you. They called me up and 
said “We have an audition for you for 
Star Trek.” I actually didn’t even go to 
that. They said it was for the next day 
and I said “Listen, I’m in the middle 
of a play, I don’t think I can go,” and I 
didn’t go. It was about a week later that 
they called me up and said “You know 
you didn’t go to that audition. Oh well, 
this guys keeps on calling for you. Why 
don’t you go?” So I did, and I got the 
job. A big guy walked out behind me 
after I left the room. He put his hands 
on my shoulder and said “You make 
my words sound better than they are,” 
and it was Roddenberry.  

B.P.: What was your inspiration for 
the Q. character? Did you have any influ-
ences to draw on?

J.D.L.: Inspiration usually comes 
from the material. While actors don’t 
like to think that they are “right” or 

“wrong” for material, that they can actu-
ally do everything, sometimes you are 

“more right” and hopefully you’re going 
to end up playing a character that is 
more right for you.  

B.P.: Were there any elements of your 
Shakespearean acting that you drew on 
for the Q. character?

J.D.L.: You draw 
from everything. You 
bring yourself to the role 
with all of the myriad facets 
that make up you and you apply 
it to the role. In some instances, you 
wear the role like a coat. In another 
instance you come in from underneath 
and you are the role. Sometimes you 
go “I really know this guy and I can 
really go for it.” Other times you go 

“There’s just not much on the page and 
the best I can do is just be myself and 
not get in the way.”

B.P.: Does that mean that you could 
relate to the character in some way, as 
hard as that might be for an omnipotent 
being?  

J.D.L.: Well, yeah. But I didn’t 
play an omnipotent being as much as 
I played an omnipotent being who was 
too stupid to know it. Or an omnipo-
tent being with clay feet. When I got 
to do it again a couple of times I began 
thinking “Hey, this is not unlike when 
I played Lord Byron. There are ele-
ments of him: mad, bad, dangerous 
to know. And if Patrick [Stewart] had 
been sort of funny, I would have been 
serious, but since he was serious I chose 
to become more funny. There are so 
many things that go into the soup.

B.P.: Star Trek has its own cult status 
but within that cult status, Q. has his 
own cult following. Why do you think 
that is? 

[Ben internally yells at himself for 
saying “cult” so many times in one 
sentence.]

J.D.L.: It’s always sort of eluded me. 

or what I said. It was 
just the image of it that 

was enthralling to them. 
Who would have known? I 

would never have thought that. For 
years I thought the Q. character was a 
little bit like that. I just kind of went, 

“I have no idea why. Yes, he’s sort of 
funny and yes, he can make people 
disappear, but boy, people are really 
responding to this.” 

B.P.: So you weren’t at all surprised 
when they released a DVD box set of all 
the Q. episodes?

J.D.L.: Oh, that was so many years 
later. By that time I wasn’t surprised 
about anything. 

B.P.: Do you find that you’re recog-
nized in public often? 

J.D.L.: Yes. 
B.P.: Do you have any interesting 

stories about overzealous fans? 
J.D.L.: Everybody wants to know 

about those people. The interesting 
thing is how many people love the show. 
Really smart people. I have met legions 
of smart, caring, interested, curious 
people all over the world because of 
those nine episodes I did. 

B.P.: I’m sure you’ ll meet a few more 
in Winnipeg.

J.D.L.: I’m sure I will too.
B.P.: And I won’t ask you if you’re 

Trelane’s dad or something. I’m sure you 
get that a bit too, eh?

[Ben thinks, “Why did I say ‘eh’ 
like it was some kind of reflex? He’s 
going to think I’m a real hoser.”]

J.D.L.: Not too much anymore. 
B.P.: For those who don’t know your 

But there was a man not too long ago 
who I saw, I forget where I was, and he 
sat down next to me and he said “You 
know why you’re so popular?” I said no. 
He said “Infinite power — no responsi-
bility. That’s the reason we all love you. 
We would all want to have that.” 

The show that I was rehearsing 
moments before getting Star Trek was 
Terra Nova. And frankly, that probably 
influenced a little bit of what I did 
because I played [Roald] Amundsen. 
It takes place in the Antarctic and it’s 
a completely white set with [Robert F.] 
Scott and his people. Then as a spectre 
comes Amundsen, who is completely 
dressed in black. I was in black leather 
sealskin. So we went to Japan. And 
I’m not supposed to be the star of that 
show. I am a co-star in that show. But 
the Japanese, this was 22 years ago, 
they didn’t understand the words of 
what we said, but there was a white set 
and there’s one guy who’s 6’ 3”, com-
pletely in black. They were enthralled. 
They were all coming up afterwards. 
They didn’t know me, or my acting, 

other roles besides Q., are there any other 
performances or directing jobs that you’re 
particularly proud of?

J.D.L.: I do a lot of work with 
symphony orchestras. I write pieces 
for symphony orchestra. I just [did] 
a piece with Vladimir Ashkenazy of 
the Kennedy Center. I’ve written a lot 
about composers. I direct. I do plays. I 
direct operas. I’m sort of a full-service 
person in the arts business. I do movies 
and television. I just finished a thing 
on The Unit. I have a couple of movies 
that are coming out. I do radio shows. 
While Star Trek is the tomato that 
stuck on the wall, there are a lot of 
other things. Also, I sail a lot. I just 
sailed to Hawaii and back. So that sort 
of makes up my life?

B.P.: So you’re a real Renaissance 
man, is that it?

[Ben is embarrassed. Why would he 
even say something like that? What’s 
Ben’s problem?]

J.D.L.: Well I didn’t say that. You 
said that.

B.P.: That doesn’t mean that you’re 
tired of the Q. character and always asso-
ciated with him? 

J.D.L.: No, I’m not tired of it. The 
Q. character has given me many, many 
opportunities that you just don’t get 
unless you make a splash somewhere. 
The Q. character was definitely the 
splash. 

B.P.: Do you have any favourite 
memories from the set of Star Trek?

J.D.L.: Mostly, it’s more of an intel-
lectual memory — that I was on a show 
that was a hit show, and people were 
taking [it] seriously. That’s always more 
fun than just cranking out a modest 
show on a TV set, which can be very 
boring. 

B.P.: Is there a future for the Q. 
character?

J.D.L.: There might, but it won’t 
be with me. It wouldn’t make much 
sense to be with me. If nothing else, 
with being immortal and omnipotent 
and lacking any sense of responsibility, 
aging has to be thrown in that. At this 
point, 20 years is 20 years. 

B.P.: I’m sure they’ve written around 
worse problems than that.

J.D.L.: I remember once for Voyager, 
they said “We’re having a problem 
bringing you on to the set, because 
you could so easily tell them how to get 
home.” And I said, let me just suggest 
some dialogue:

 Janeway: Q., do you know 
        how we can get home?

 Q.: Yes, I do.
 Janeway: Well, how?
 Q.: I’m not telling you.
And there I am on the set. 

***
Once the conversation is over, Ben 

thinks of a hundred other questions he 
could have asked, but it’s too late. He 
wanted to ask good interview questions. 
He is trying to think of a good article, 
not how excited he is. Sometimes pro-
fessionalism doesn’t pay.

For an example of John De Lancie as 
Q., check the Culture section of the 
Manitoban website, at www.themani-
toban.com/culture/ under the “Web 
Videos” heading. John De Lancie will 
be appearing at the Manitoba Comic 
Con and Sci Fi Expo on Oct. 11 and 12 
at the Winnipeg Convention Centre. 
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pop exCavaTion
Re-imagining the chorus

AjiTpAul MANGAT, stAff

Pop excavator Ajitpaul Mangat 
delves into the annals of pop 
music in search of those ill-
fated, unheralded, and 
all but forgotten songs 
that deserved better, 
even a second chance.

With the success 
of Katy Perry’s 

“I Kissed a Girl” 
and Pink’s “So What,” 
North America 
seems to have 
regained its pop 
sensibilities, or 
at least its affec-
tion for Swedish 
music producer/
songwriter, Max 
Martin. An 
amazing occur-
rence, since the 
same Martin was 
responsible for the re-
emergence of pop music 
about 10 years ago from the 
gloomy malaise of Seattle’s grunge 
scene. 

Armed with a myriad of pretty, 
barely-pubescent faces and affection 
for the bouncy synths of Europop and 
classic pop arrangements, he unleashed, 
per The London Independent, the 

“urban soda-pop” of Britney Spears’ “ . 
. . Baby One More Time” on millions 
of unsuspecting teenage boys and girls, 
who promptly devoured it. Now, hav-
ing slightly modernized his sound for 
a modern audience, with the aid of 
producer/songwriter Dr. Luke, by add-
ing harder, more martial-esque synths 
and the occasional post-punk guitar riff, 
Martin is doing again in 2008 what he 
first did best in 1998.

Martin’s effect on North America 
has been comparable — both in effect 
and timeline — to that of Brian 
Higgin’s-led pop production house 
Xenomania on England. A la “ . . . Baby 
One More Time,” Higgins had his big 
success in 1998 with Cher’s “Believe.” 
Then, after a short hit-less period, 
Higgins emerged with the fresh-faced 
reality-television-created pop group, 
Girls Aloud, in 2003. The hits have not 
stopped coming since then. 

Although Xenomania have worked 
and had success with many pop 
acts, including Kylie Minogue and 
Sugababes, it is when working with 
Girls Aloud that they are at their best. 
Most significantly this partnership has 
helped Girls Aloud quiet the sneers and 
jeers invoked by their reality television 
past, by giving them both critical (the 
BBC called their album, Tangled Up, 
an “unrelenting pop masterpiece”) and 
commercial success (18 straight top-10 
hits in England).

Whereas Martin builds his songs 
with strict archetypal musical and 
structural arrangements (i.e. verse-
chorus-verse-chorus-bridge-chorus 
song structure) and intriguing, often 
taboo, pop lyrics, Xenomania strictly 
focus on the pillar of all pop music: 
the chorus. 

For Matthew Perpetua of Fluxblog, 
Xenomania produce “unstoppable hook 
machines that scramble sentimental 
clichés and total nonsense into inscru-
table lyrics that somehow make sense in 
the context of a gigantic chorus.” But, 
rather than act as sporadic climaxes, 

these 
extraordinary 

choruses inspirit the entire 
track. In fact, Xenomania often com-
pose their songs with a suite of cho-
ruses. Only one of which is repeated, 
like the primary chorus in most pop 
tracks. Thereby, according to Peretua, 

“Xenomania isn’t just trying to do a 
catchy tune — they want to hijack 
your body and throw you around, 
and keep pushing you to new levels 
of manic elation over the course of a 
three-minute song.”

Of all the excellent three-minute 
songs that Xenomania and Girls Aloud 
have created, it is “Biology,” off their 
third album, Chemistry, which is the 
most fully realized. Primarily, because, 
it best showcases the disparate elements 
of the superlative and transcendent 

“Xenomania sound.” Its most notable 
characteristic is that the chorus does 
not arrive until almost two minutes 
into the track — something unheard 
of in pop music, yet the listener never 
yawns, never yearns for the comfy, 
secure repetition that a chorus ensures. 
How is this possible? Because, the track 
continually teases the listener — three 
times it explodes with increasingly 
greater energy, seemingly promising 
a chorus, but it does not arrive, until 
finally the fourth explosion brings with 
it apparent resolution. Yet another seg-
ment, outwardly both a chorus and 
bridge, follows, which means the only 
thing apparent once the track ends is 
that this, unlike a Martin track, is a 
song without conventions.

Persistently agitated and ner-
vous, and overflowing with liveliness, 

“Biology” is not simply a great pop 
song. The song is arguably the great 
pop song of this musical epoch, as it 
re-imagines the conventions of pop 
music, harbingering both a chorus-full 
and chorus-less pop future.

Another difference between Martin 
and Xenomania is that, while Martin 
has had success across the globe, 
Xenomania’s success has been restricted 
to the borders of England, and parts 
of Europe. As a result, Girls Aloud, 
and their track, “Biology,” have been 
under-appreciated. Leaving it another 
buried treasure of pop music in North 
America, until this continent’s pop sen-
sibilities are awakened and re-imagined 
by someone or something new and 
innovative, even xenomaniacal.

experimenTaLism express
Third annual WNDX gets underway

pATriCK GrATToN

In a grandiose attempt to take cin-
ema outside of the cinema house, 
Winnipeg Film Group’s executive 

director, Cecilia Araneda, along with 
fellow film-makers Jaimz Asmundson, 
Walter Forsberg and Solomon Nagler, are 
launching the third annual WNDX. 

The four filmmakers started WNDX 
in October of 2006, and have since built 
upon its once modest attendance. This 
year Araneda said the festival hopes to 
draw in more than the last two years’ 
500 attendees. 

Back in 2006, Araneda explained 
that the four filmmakers had tried to 
develop a name for the festival which 
declared it Winnipeg and experimental 
but avoided the ending “IFF,” indica-
tive of “International Film Festival.” 
Ultimately they chose WNDX because 
it came close to standing for Winnipeg 
International and Experimental cinema 
and they liked the sound of it. 

With an acronym pronounced like 
the glass cleaner Windex, Araneda states 
the festival’s goal is “bringing clarity 
to the art of filmmaking, much like 
the glass cleaner’s ability to bring forth 
transparency” as well as “bringing new 
innovative work to the audience, whom 
under standard circumstances, wouldn’t 
have had the opportunity in doing so.” 

She also states that WNDX’s success 
is essentially due to the consistent depth 
of Winnipeg-born filmmakers. 

The city’s natural talents act as the 

driving force for Winnipeg, which, 
according to Araneda, is one of the few 
Canadian metropolises leading the way 
in avant-garde filmmaking.  

Acting as the film fest’s opener on 
Thursday, Oct. 9 is media artist Alex 
MacKenzie’s The Wooden Lightbox: The 
Secret Art of Seeing is a live event demon-
strating the breakdown of the foundation 
of cinema. With part stage presentation, 
part film, MacKenzie’s project isolates 
the three components of cinema: motion 
picture, sound, and editing. 

The fest’s most popular attraction, 
Araneda said, was the “One Take Super 
8” event held on the last day of the event, 
this year Oct. 12. The event consists of 
screenings of a multitude of short films, 
produced this past August, with the 
use of Super 8 cameras. The filmmakers 
must produce a film without the access 
to post-production technology, which 
means that all filmmakers must shoot 
the film in chronological order, omitting 
the use of cuts and splices. 

For the One Take Super 8 event, 
Araneda explained that “the wondrous 
work made by the first-time filmmakers 
is astonishing, mostly considering the 
extreme circumstances they are facing.” 

Due to the event’s growth in pop-
ularity, the gala will be presented at 
the Garrick theatre, rather than the 
Cinematheque where it has been held 
in past years. 

Other parts of the festival will focus 
itself on prairie-based filmmaking spe-
cifically from Albert, Saskatchewan and 

Manitoba with the New Prairie Cinema 
program. 

The focus on prairie filmmaking will 
not overwhelm the festival though. The 
fest is also screening selected samplings 
of Dutch films, through a partnership 
with the Winnipeg Film Festival and 
the Dutch Embassy, a new feature this 
year for WNDX.

On a note of mixed feeling, Araneda 
said, the fest’s Nova Scotian selection 
includes a product made by Helen Hill, 
a native of South Carolina. Just shortly 
after Hurricane Katrina, Hill was mur-
dered in a home invasion in her New 
Orleans residence. 

But above all, the goal of all of 
the festival’s programs, according to 
Araneda, is to promote innovation 
among Winnipeg’s rising filmmaking 
community.

“Winnipeg has a really high percent-
age of achieving of filmmakers per capita. 
Everyone else in the world, either it be 
Toronto, Berlin or Tokyo, [has] access 
to prairie filmmaking before Winnipeg. 
We hope one day WNDX will achieve 
the prestige of being the first destination 
for such work.” 

WNDX will be running from Oct. 9 
to Oct. 12.. Ticket prices range from 
free/donation to $10. More informa-
tion can be found at www.wndx.org.

—With files from Chelse McKee.

sCare anD Be sCareD 
aT The 5Th annuaL 
shorT fiLm massaCre
Amateur films from Winnipeg and across 
Canada provide Halloween thrills

SArAh pETz

Halloween is a favourite holi-
day for a many Winnipeggers, 
from dressing up as range of 

scandalously clad characters terrorizing 
kids, or watching Charlie Brown and the 
Great Pumpkin for the 32nd time. If that 
doesn’t do it for you, there aren’t a lot of 
options for things to do in our fine city 
on the spookiest of nights. This is where 

the Fifth Annual Short Film 
Massacre comes to the rescue. 
As a non-profit festival, it has 
become a major event that is 
looked forward to by horror 
lovers each year. 

The fest, started in 2004, was 
developed as a way to showcase 
local horror short films. Jenn 
Jozwiak and Jeremy Gillespie, 
the organizers of the festival, 
felt there was not much going 
on around Halloween.  

“We wanted an event that 
people would look forward to 
going to each year,” Gillespie 
said. 

Over the past five years, the 
Short Film Massacre has con-
sistently screened to sold-out 
audiences, in the beginning 
showing a relatively small 
showcase of homegrown hor-
ror to now showing works from 
all across Canada. The fest is 

anticipated by filmmakers who want 
to scare, and locals looking to be scared. 
Now people get really involved, even 
getting groups together to come dressed 
in costume, according to Gillespie.

When the festival began in 2004, it 
was over two hours long, but as the audi-
ence has continued to grow, the length 
has shortened to about an hour long, 
ranging from six to 10 films. 

In fact, the audience volume last year 
was so overwhelming that as a result, 
the Massacre has had to be moved to 
a more accommodating location at the 
Gas Station Theatre. 

The fest has premiered the films 
of established Manitoban filmmakers 
such as Steven Kostanski, Insanophenia, 
Fantasy Beyond; Matthew Kennedy 
and Conor Sweeney, H.I.Z., Ena Lake 
Blues; Kevin Bacon, Foot of the Bed, The 
Stork; Adam Brooks, Addiction is Murder, 
Sebastian & Alan; and Mike Maryniuk, 
Slaughter Bed. 

The short films are judged by an 
impartial panel of judges who are each 
involved in film in various capacities 
and ultimately decide the winners of the 
festival. In the past, prolific filmmaker, 
David Decoteau, as well as University 
of Manitoba’s David Annandale and 
Caelum Vatnsdal, the author of They 
Came from Within have partaken. 

Due to a recent deadline extension, 
would-be filmmakers can still get their 
entries in. The length of submission 
must be between five and 10 minutes 
and be accompanied by a $10 fee, cash 
only. The new deadline is Oct. 15. Go to 
www.winnipegshortfilmmassacre.com 
to download an entry form.
The Short Film Massacre takes 
place on Thursday, Oct. 30 at 
the Gas Station Theatre. 



ArtS Arts Editor: Chelse McKee
Contact:  arts@themanitoban.com / 474.652924

Vol. 96 No. 9   octobEr 8, 2008   WWW.tHEMANItobAN.coM

bad idea
Greg Kinnear, questionable capitalism star in Flash of Genius

dylAN FErGuSoN

Overall Rating: 1.9/10
Story: 0.9/10
Acting: 4.8/10
Socialism: 0.0/10

Calculus, the steam engine, 
colour photography, evolution, 
the telephone and countless 

other crucial innovations were all dis-
covered by multiple people working 
independently of each other at more 
or less the same time.

In the May 12 issue of the New 
Yorker, Malcolm Gladwell wrote an 
essay examining this phenomenon of 
overlapping discoveries, and concluded 
that it debunks the myth of the “eureka” 
moment. If many people can stumble 
upon them at once, he wrote, then great 
ideas must somehow be inevitable; “the 
product of the intellectual climate of a 

time and place.”
“Maybe,” Malcolm reasons, “the 

extraordinary process that we thought 
was necessary for invention — genius, 
obsession, serendipity, epiphany — 
[isn’t] necessary at all.”

It makes sense that ideas are “in the 
air,” but the “great genius” narrative 
has a charm to it that most people are 
probably unwilling to concede. With 
the Industrial Revolution, we became 
enamored with the story of the great 
genius who toils away in incompre-
hensible mental spheres — visible to 
us only as eccentricity, obsession and 
spousal neglect — to emerge with an 
idea that changes the world. 

More recently, we have adopted a 
tweaked great genius narrative that 
reflects our growing distrust of author-
ity. Now, we say, it is a lesser-known 
individual, the fetishized “Little Man,” 
who has his idea stolen by an oppor-

plays off the story’s inherent Frank 
Capra-ness — is portrayed by Greg 
Kinnear in horn-rimmed glasses, tie-
clips and an assortment of flannel suits, 
often grey. 

Pathetic and devoid of pluck, 
Kinnear lets the corners of his mouth 
droop smoothly into a perfect inverse 
parabola, an end-parenthesis for the 
unheeded, sad-eyed entreaties that 
come from between his lips; lips that he 
tucks back, hidden, as though they are 
private parts, something shameful.

The sheer, tired wretchedness of this 
pitiful character takes on a life of its 
own, creating a morbid fascination 
that threatens to subvert a film oth-
erwise destined to be dull and awful 
(the film manages to be dull and awful 
anyway).

Kearns’ criminal disregard for his 
wife (Lauren Graham) is in the familiar 
formula, meant to indicate he is flawed. 
Problem is, he is nothing but flaws. 

tunistic charlatan — greedy Edison, 
conniving Bell — and loses the credit 
he or she is due.

Where the two narratives agree, and 
where they both clash with Gladwell’s 
thesis, is on a point of capitalist dogma: 
If an idea is useful, then somebody, 
somewhere, better damn well be rich 
and famous as a result.

The new film Flash of Genius duti-
fully kowtows to this dogmatic rule 

— as well as the dubious notion of 
“intellectual property” — without a 
single wince of doubt or smirk of irony. 
It tells the true story of Robert Kearns, 
inventor of a new sort of windshield 
wiper in the ’60s, who claims the big 
boys at Ford stole his idea. Kearns 
becomes obsessed with receiving his 
due, and this determined little man 
spends his life trying to take the corpo-
ration to task over its alleged theft.

Kearns — in a casting choice that 

Never once does he (or the filmmakers, 
apparently) consider that the inventor 
should be happy to have contributed 
to society, regardless of recognition, 
and that the decades devoted to legal 
wrangling could have been spent work-
ing on new, perhaps greater, inven-
tions. He is a humble martyr, the movie 
announces; he is a sanctimonious prick, 
reason whispers.

Alas, Bob Kearns is in the right. 
Flash of Genius is a religious film, about 
a man who refused to lose faith in the 
American way. When the holy litigation 
system intervenes, in a cloud-rending 
burst of sunlight, surrounded by the 
doughy, apple-cheeked angels of bone-
headed “intellectual property” laws, it 
is a clear case of deus ex machina (“god 
from the machine”).

But this is no imaginary religion; it 
is the reality of our capitalist culture. 
The deus is very real, and the machina 
is very faulty.

top 10 songs to 
doWnload right noW
How to tell your partner it’s over

More often than not, there comes 
that awkward time in a relation-
ship where you have to break up 
with your significant other. Now 
you can always leave in the middle 
of the night, e-mail, or text, but 
why not say it with song? If these 
melodies don’t do the trick, you 
can always leave a love song 
dedicated to someone else for your 
partner to find. That would do it.

10. “It Ain’t Me, Babe” — Bob 
Dylan
Before the Flood
9. “Love is a Losing Game” — Amy 
Winehouse
Back to Black
8. “Love Lockdown” — Kanye 
West
Available as a single on iTunes and 
on upcoming 808s and Heartbreak

7. “I Never Wanted You” 
— Headphones
Headphones
6. “Here Today, Gone Tomorrow” 
– The Ramones
Rocket to Russia
 — 
5. “Give Judy My Notice” — Ben 
Folds 
Songs for Silverman
4. “It’s Not the End of the World” 
— Sloan
Never Hear the End of It
3. “Everyday I Love You Less and 
Less” — Kaiser Chiefs
Run Fatboy Run Soundtrack
2. “The Thrill is Gone” — B.B. 
King
80
1. “It’s Over” — Cuff the Duke
Cuff the Duke

T h E  M A N i T o b A N  r E C o M M E N d S
T e s s a   V a n d e r h a r TU p c o m i n g   e v e n t s   i n   w i n n i p e g

1 MANITOBA COMIC CON & SCI FI EXPO
feat. erica (lois lane) Durance, John (Q) De lancie, lou (Hulk) 
ferrigno, Helen (supergirl) slater, Jeremy (boba fett) bulloch; 
see Culture section for more information.

Winnipeg Convention 
Centre // oct. 11 and 12 
// $varying

2 CANDOR SHOP RELOCATION BENEFIT
andrew neville and the Poor Choices, the D. rangers, Jackpine, 
romi Mayes, oh My Darling, the western states; basically a 
winnipegstravagazna for a good venue’s cause.

the Ukrainian Labour 
temple, 591 Pritchard 
ave. // oct. 9, 8 p.m. // 
$10 at Candor, WeCC

3 VANCOUGAR AND NOVILLERO
CbC radio 3 darlings Vancougar bring the indie rock with local 
greats novillero.

royal albert arms // 
oct. 13, 9 .m. // $?

4 WNDX — LOCAL EXPERIMENTAL FILM
for more information, see article or “windex” website, at www.
wndx.org.

Cinematheque // oct. 
9-12 // $10 festival pass

5 THE HORRORPOPS
Psychobilly is many things, most of them unpalatable to the 
uninitiated. not so or the Horrorpops: they’re just what you need 
to get in the pre-Halloween spirit. 

royal albert arms // 
oct. 9, 9 p.m. //

6 OLDFOLKS HOME CD RE-RELEASE
oldfolks Home re-releases and expands last year’s brilliant 
breakout we are the feeding line, before setting off on a tour. 
wish him luck, or score some vinyl.

Lo Pub // oct. 9 //

7 WINNIPEG SKA & REGGAE FEST FUNDRAISER
locals “ghetto-tech” great Grand analog and reggaeist Mello 
Man will get you prepped for next year’s festival.

king’s head Pub // oct. 
11, 9 p.m. // $5 at the 
door

8 REEL PRIDE LGBT FILM FESTIVAL
lots of innovative, queer-focused films; for a sample, visit Cin-
ematheque on sat. oct. 18 for the (free) short film competition. 
More at reelpride.org.

various local venues // 
oct. 14-19 // $various.

9 THIRD ANNUAL BIKE TO THE FUTURE FALL FORUM
fix winnipeg’s bike problem. with an opening address by sam 
Katz, and lots of other local politlcos, this event promises 
change, controversy, and vegan snacks.

U of W Bulman Centre 
// oct 15, 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
// free

10 CELEBRATE UGANDA
 feat. afrhythmica, DJ bundown sound system exchange event Centre 

// oct. 10, 8 p.m. // tix 
$15 at door, answers

VOTE
Make sure you have the proper iD and go out and vote! or just 
spoil your ballot. but remember, if you don’t vote you don’t get to 
complain when your concerns are ignored and bullied.

oct. 14 // see elections.
ca for locations // uhhh, 
the price is democracy

honorable 
mention
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Catharine Johannson, 
Green party candidate 

for Winnipeg North

ChElSE MCKEE, stAff

celeb 
qUestionnaire

1. Favourite book?
This is tough, because I love 
books. Favourite fiction is Dance 
Me Outside, by W.P. Kinsella. 
Favourite non-fiction is Which 
Side Are You On, by Thomas 
Geoghegan, and How To Save 
The World In Your Spare Time, by 
Elizabeth May. Favourite recent 
political book is Harper’s Team 
by Tom Flanagan. Favourite 
political classics are Contenders: 
The Tory Quest for Power, by 
Partick Martin, Allan Gregg, 
and George Perlin; and Reign of 
Error, by Greg Weston. These 
books are all great — everyone 
should read them.

2. Most listened to 
album on my IPod? 
U2 — 18 Singles.

3. All time 
favourite film?
Tie between Primary Colors and 
Auntie Mame, with Rosalind 
Russell.

What a fantastic, delicious, and soul-
saving album Elliott Brood has produced. 
Mountain Meadows inspires deep warmth 
and wonderment at the creation of music, 
which I had suspected to be long dead. 

With the gravelly voice of lead singer Mark Sasso, there is a comfort and familiar-
ity, but yet an undiscovered originality in the Canadian country scene. But the music 
isn’t country at all. It’s death-country, a new form, an evolved deviation from the 
bastardized and highly pop-ized country flooding airwaves and television screens. 

Elliott Brood returns to music that is simple but disarming and ironically beautiful. 
Mountain Meadows is one of the best albums, bar none, to be produced 

this year. Expect to see the album short-listed for the 2009 Polaris prize.  
With wonderfully paced rhythms, the album is catchy, toe-

tapping and overall an enjoyable experience. 
The songs, though simply written, are explorative with instrumenta-

tion. Some are entirely instrumental, such as “Chuckwagon,” leaving the lis-
tener yearning for more, for the full climax of the song, which arguably 
arrives with an anonymous male voice yelling in the background.

The gems of the album are, without a doubt, the quicker-paced songs like 
“The Valley Town” and “Write It All Down for You,” which fuse a jumpy gui-
tar with the light picking of a banjo all to create a dance song reminiscent 
of a deep southern hoedown: a moment of pure, unadulterated bliss.

The album is welcoming and accessible for current fans of 
the death-country genre and for curious onlookers. 

However, after discussing the album with a friend, fearing a possibly unwar-
ranted jubilant rating of the album, she did mention that the album could not 
have the staying power that I envisioned and that there is a bit of repetitive-
ness. On the latter, there was some agreement but personally, the repetitive-
ness is not overwhelming, nor is it necessarily a bad point to the album.

Elliott Brood creates an uninhibited album, releasing nostalgic but unique 
songs, and making a memorable album — for this year, at least. 

— Chelse McKee, staff

Hardly anything aggravates me more 
in the music industry than a band or 
artist that boasts their own prow-
ess and significance on their debut 
record. What’s worse is when a 
band refers to themselves as “Gods” at every turn. 

Not that Montreal’s the Gods of Now are untalented fellows. The album 
is a decent attempt at prog metal, with chaotic shifts in time signatures, 
blasts of fast technical playing, and uncommon song structures overall. 

I can imagine this group being entertaining live, but the production value of 
every instrument and the drums hurts the band’s presentation on this disc. The 
guitars have none of the layered force they should have to push the aggression 
forth, and the guitars fail to make the band’s statements of domination convinc-
ing. There almost seems to be a hint of a black metal influence driving the faster 
parts of the compositions but again, without that edge to make it seem powerful.

Lyrically, this band is a few cheesy puns away from being a cock-
rock band. Sexual references are quite prevalent, especially in songs 
such as “Assaholic” and the painful “Pornozing!!!” which features ter-
ribly unhumourous lines like “She’s a slut/ like your mama.” 

Lead vocalist, producer, engineer, and lyricist, Schreker, does not help himself with 
his often flat or purposefully off-key wailing. I think he and the band could ben-
efit from an outsider producing so that he can concentrate on perfecting his own 
performance and straying away from the nu-metal influence he seems to have. 

The album loses steam in the middle with a slower title track 
that is surrounded by three pseudo-songs (they’re mostly just ran-
dom sounds), two of which are inexplicably in German (sort of). 

All in all, it is not hard to lose interest in this record. By the time “Electrodes on my 
Nutmeat” came on, I was just about done (probably sooner really). I can hear hope of bet-
ter things in these tunes, and yes, I know cockiness is all a part of rock ‘n’ roll but even 
Metallica waited until their second album before declaring their attempt at “world domi-
nation” (oh, and the image of forced oral sex in the poster/liner notes is simply not cool).

— William O’Donnell, volunteer staff

Listening in
Elliot Brood
MoUN tA iN ME A d ow S
POOOOOO / 2008

Overall: 9.5/10
Originality: 9.5/10
Catchiness: 9.5/10
Heart: 9.5/10

thE Gods of Now
Brok EN
Moonbabe Records / 2008

Overall: 3.7/10
Catchiness: 4/10
Heart: 1/10
Originality: 6/10



reLiguLous says: CaThoLiCism is BaD
Don’t wear ‘maintream’ underwear, and don’t trust governments that don’t 
separate church and state: not-so-covert message of anti-relgious doc

lAurA blAKlEy, stAff

Overall: 6/10 
Entertainment: 7/10
Ojectivity/breadth of ideas and 
facts discussed : 4/10
Overall message/tone : 7/10

As the “religious one” of my group 
of friends, I was looked to as the 

“most likely to be offended by 
Religulous.” The documentary/rant by 
Bill Maher asks some tough questions 
about religion, and takes the viewer 
to some random religious places that 
I never even knew existed, like the 
Holy Land Experience amusement 
park in Florida. Imagine staring down 
Jesus (or a guy playing him during a 
daily production) and asking, “What 
if you’re wrong?” about religion, the 
afterlife and everything he’s paid to 
stand for?   

I learned some cool trivia from 
this movie, for example, not only is 
Mormon underwear super-especially 
blessed, but it also protects the wearer 
from a myriad of things, including 
knives and fire! After viewing this 
movie, I feel like a sucker for wearing 
mainstream underwear, which will 
probably contribute to my going to 
Hell.  

While much of this movie was a 
satiric look at religion, and brought 
up some truly funny moments (senior 

priest in front of the Vatican, ahem, 
ahem) it could have been done with 
a broader look at other religions than 
Christianity. There was a brief men-
tion of Scientology, wherein Maher 
goes into a park in London, dressed 
strangely, and starts proclaiming the 
beliefs of Scientology. Taken out of con-
text, the beliefs of Scientology sound 
completely random and insane (one 
may argue that they sound the same 
when they’re not out of context, too), 
and Maher later said in an interview 
with The Daily Show’s Jon Stewart that 

“people felt sorry for me,” thinking he 
was just a crazy person. This leadup 
made me hope that Maher would be 
delving into Scientology’s beliefs a little 
more, and it makes me sad that I only 
really “know” most of what I know 
about Scientology from that one epi-
sode of South Park. Perhaps Scientology 
is seen as a target that is too easy, as 
one of the film’s clips of Maher doing 
standup shows him saying the word 

“Scientology” and getting laughs, as if 
Scientology is its own punchline.  

The synopsis on Religulous’ website 
says that Bill Maher “travels around the 
globe interviewing people about God 
and religion,” but the focus doesn’t 
seem to be on religion as a whole, so 
much as a focus on Christianity (more 
specifically, Catholicism) and a brief 
mention of other religions, like Islam, 
Judeasim, Scientology and Hinduism. 

The movie builds with jokes — some 
awkward, some unintentional — until 
the very end, when it finishes off with 
a big rant/piece of advice from Maher, 
saying that we as a society need to 
re-evaluate the role of religion in our 
society, and reiterates his belief in the 
separation of church and state. While 
the idea of not making major govern-
mental decisions based on a much-
disputed book that was written several 

thousand years ago is a good idea, I 
believe that the viewers of Religulous 
could have come to this conclusion on 
their own without Maher’s end-of-film 
rant, and I wish he had instead capped 
off that four minutes (and the entire 
movie, really) with another joke, so 
that viewers could leave laughing and 
contemplating their beliefs.
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Jonny Sopotiuk
President

pres@umsu.ca  474-6519
O�ce Hours: Friday

101 University Centre: 10am - 11am
110 Brodie Centre: 11:30am - 1:00pm

Rita Bruce-Nanakeain
VP External

vpe@umsu.ca 474-6528
O�ce Hours: Wednesday

101 University Centre : 10am - 11am
110 Brodie Centre: 11:30am - 1:00pm

Leanne Rajotte
VP Internal

vpi@umsu.ca 474-6512
O�ce Hours: Tuesday

101 University Centre : 10am - 11am
110 Brodie Centre: 11:30am - 1:00pm

Mitch Tripple
VP Advocacy

vpa@umsu.ca 474-6524
O�ce Hours: Thursday

101 University Centre : 10am - 11am
110 Brodie Centre: 11:30am - 1:00pm

Sid Rashid
VP Student Services
vpss@umsu.ca 474-6521

O�ce Hours: Monday
101 University Centre : 10am - 11am
110 Brodie Centre: 11:30am - 1:00pm

UMSU IS HIRING
GRAPHICS ASSISTANT

The University of Manitoba Students’ Union (UMSU), Local 103 - 
Canadian Federation of Students, is currently seeking a part-time 
Graphics Assistant.

Candidate must be a student at the University of Manitoba.

The Graphics Assistant will help with the designing of promotional 
materials for UMSU’s event programming, including but not 
limited to Orientation and Celebration Week, campaigns, student 
group events, concerts, speaking engagements, cultural events & 
socials. 

Interested applicants should forward their resume, cover letter, 
and portfolio sample to the UMSU Hiring Committee. Also, please 
include approximate costs for the design projects listed below 
and/or hourly rates: 

  8.5” x 11” and 11” x 17” black & white poster
  8.5” x 11” and 11” x 17” colour poster
 5.5” x 8.5”, 16 page, colour program guide 
 10” x 16” black & white page for the Manitoban  
 (similar design every week)

UMSU Hiring Committee
University of Manitoba Students’ Union 

Room 101 University Centre
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, MB  R3T 2N2

Fax: (204)269-1299 
Email: execdir@umsu.ca 

Application deadline extended to 
Friday, October 3 at 4:00 p.m.

The University of Manitoba Students’ Union is an equal opportunity employer. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

10th Annual ASE Career Fair - Thursday, October 9th
3pm - 7pm - 2nd Floor University Centre

Targeting students in Agricultural and Food Sciences 
and Engineering - all students welcome to attend!

STUDENT ACTION 
WORKING GROUP

Are you concerned about the 
provincial government’s decision to deregulate tuition &  

remove the tuition fee freeze next fall?
Are you concerned about the potentially massive 

tuition fee increases 
like the 30% increases students in BC faced?

Come out and get involved in the  
Student Action Working Group!

Every Wednesday at 4:30pm  
in the UMSU O�ce (101 University Centre)

 
Questions? Contact Jonny Sopotiuk, UMSU President - pres@umsu.ca 

UMSU Business Hours

Archives Used Bookstore
Monday-Wednesday 
&  Friday: 9am - 5pm
Thursday: 9am - 7pm

Answers Info Booth
Mon-Thurs: 8:00am - 7:00pm
Fri: 8:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Degrees Restaurant
Monday-Friday: 8:30am - 11pm
Saturday: noon - 7:00pm
Sunday: 10:00am - 2:00pm

Digital Copy Centre
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-8pm
Friday: 8:30am - 4:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

G.P.A.’s Convenience Store
Monday-Thursday: 8am - 9pm
Friday: 8am - 8pm
Saturday & Sunday: 11am - 4pm 

IQ’s Internet Cafe & Billiards
Monday-Friday: 8am - 2am
Saturday-Sunday: 12pm - 2am
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Interested in finding out 
what people think? 

Like talking about critical 
issues that affect our country?

Want to be involved in
shaping public policy?

PRA, a national research firm, 
requires interviewers to conduct 
telephone surveys in our Winnipeg
office.

Interesting work.
Flexible evening and weekend shifts. 

Training provided.

Email a resume to admin@pra.ca
or visit our website www.pra.ca
to find out more. 

hoLLyWooD, maniToBa
This week’s guest: Christopher Charles

johN TiTlEy

Christopher Charles made his 
Black Hole Theatre debut 
last year in the main stage 

performance of Landscape of the Body, 
written by John Guare. Charles was 
only in his first year of theatre when 
he was cast as Donny, a young teen 
who murders his best friend. Charles 
also performed a scene from Cold 
Comfort by Jim Garrard at last year’s 
Black Hole Scene Night. Expecting 
to graduate in the spring of 2010 with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree as a drama 

major, Hollywood, Manitoba is happy 
to welcome Chris Charles.

Born and raised in the Fort Rouge 
area of Winnipeg, Charles spent his 
schooling years at Our Lady of Victory 
elementary school before moving on 
to St. Paul’s High School. He spent 
his time on the badminton team and 
dominating the chessboard, winning 
the Under 16 Manitoba Youth tourna-
ment in 2003. 

“I was second twice in the province 
for my age level [ . . . The] same guy, 
both times won. He’s insane, but 
since he moved, I guess that makes 
me No. 1.” 

Charles describes himself as a 
hardworking student with his typical 
day on campus involving working out, 
classes, rehearsals and studying. 

After he graduates, Charles is plan-
ning to obtain a master’s in Fine Art 
and attend the American Conservatory 
Theatre School in San Francisco, which 
has produced such actors as Denzel 
Washington, Annette Benning, and 
Winona Ryder. 

Charles said his desire to continue 
in theatre is simple and honest.

“It’s fun. I really enjoy the people 
I work with. They’re all professionals. 
They have a good time doing what they 
do [ . . . ] If I can make that a career 
I’d have a good life cause I’m having 
fun and making money.” 

Speaking with Charles, there is a 
sort of unbiased optimism that only 
comes from someone who is truly cer-
tain about the path they’re taking. His 
words, to some, may sound lofty but 
the first things one needs to succeed 
are goals and desires. Charles has no 
shortage of either. 

When remembering his early days 
as an actor, Charles speaks fondly 
about his high school allowing anyone 
to try their hand at the stage. 

“You tried out for a play and nobody 
got cut. So if the play didn’t have 
enough parts they’d make parts for 
you [ . . . ] I just ran across the stage and 
tried to toss fruit loops in my mouth [ . 
. . ] it went up from there (laughs).”

Charles says his attraction to audi-
tion for a show comes from looking 
at characters that he feels would 
challenge him as an actor. Later this 
month, Charles will be performing 
as the prosecutor in the Black Hole’s 
Lunch Bhagg performance The Table 
directed by Liz Madden. 

Chris’ tone becomes sombre when 
he begins to explain his role as the 
prosecutor is to listen to the stories 

from holocaust survivors in order to 
make his case to go after the people 
responsible. 

The Table was written by Ida Fink, 
a holocaust survivor herself. Chris says 

the character for him has 
been difficult to find, citing 
hours of research for both 
the events surrounding the 
holocaust and the prosecu-
tor demeanor.

The Table is running in 
the Black Hole Theatre 
Oct. 21-23, with free 
performances at noon 
Tuesday and Thursday, 
12:30 Wednesday and a 
$1 admission performance 
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday. 

Christopher Charles’ 
Favourite . . . 

Actor?
Denzel Washington
Film?
The Departed
Play?
The Plucky Pie Murder
Musician?
Kanye West
Word?

“Ridiculous”

BLinDness proviDes insighT inTo humaniTy
KATy ANdErSoN, tHE GAUNtLEt 

(UNIVERsItY of CALGARY)

CALGARY — When Jose 
Saramago made his acceptance 
speech for his Nobel Prize in 

literature, he recounted how, when it 
got very cold, his grandpa, a pig farmer, 
would grab his little piggies from outside 
and keep them in his bed to keep them 
warm. He didn’t do this to be righteous, 
he did it out of common sense to keep 
them from dying.

This common sense, says Saramago, 
is what the world is lacking in a time 
where we are quite literally blinded from 
each other.

When actor, director and screen-
writer Don McKellar read Saramago’s 
novel, Blindness, nine years ago, he 
was struck by its focus on the threat 
to human dignity and the response of 
the main characters who fight for its 
preservation.

“I had the feeling that I was shocked 
by how far it was going, but, at the same 
time, I couldn’t deny the truth to it, 
this sort of honesty of its observation of 
human behaviour,” he explains. “[It] sort 
of surprised me because I usually think 
of myself as being much more optimistic, 
but I just couldn’t deny that there was 
something believable about it.”

The movie adaptation features 

Saramago’s story about a blindness 
epidemic that hits a city — any city — 
and how a society disintegrates when 
its structure collapses and resources get 
scarce, centering around an eye doctor 
(Mark Ruffalo), his unaffected wife 
(Julianne Moore) and the makeshift 
family they acquire when confined to 
the asylum. Moore is the only character 
the audience is introduced to that can 
see and is forced into an “outsider” posi-
tion where she struggles as the others’ 
watchman.

“She’s a hero, you know?” says 
McKellar. “She’s not bred to be a hero. 
She doesn’t think of herself that way at 
all. That’s one of the cool things that I 
loved about the book is that the hero 
emerges out of a group of people. She’s 
not established as being the hero at the 
beginning. She learns her responsibility 
and she learns she has that kind of inner 
strength that when she’s called upon.”

McKellar spent almost a decade try-
ing to earn the rights to turn the novel 
into a movie as Saramago was against 
allowing the commercialization of his 
work. But after a visit from McKellar 
to his home in the Canary Islands, he 
agreed, imposing a few stipulations, 
including that it stayed out of the stu-
dio system. McKellar, who also acts in 
the film, ensures the film stayed largely 
independent — despite the presence 

of big Hollywood names, including 
Danny Glover and Moore. The film’s 
travels around the festival circuit have 
kept it true to Saramago’s wishes, mak-
ing stops from Cannes to Calgary.

Micheal Keren, a University of 
Calgary professor, uses the novel in 
his politics and literature class. Keren 
says he doesn’t think the story is about 
some distant dystopian future, but a 
commentary on the world in which 
we live today.

“There was a point in the novel where 
someone says, ‘We haven’t become blind, 
we’ve always been blind,’” he explains. “I 
think that Saramago, being a very sharp-
eyed Portuguese writer, looks at the ways 
in which we communicate with each 
other today or, for example, the ways 
which university students communicate 
with each other. Take for example the 
fact that we are so preoccupied today 
with communicating through e-mail 
and Facebook, and blogs and so on. 
It’s a form of communication in which 
we don’t see each other, in which we 
are mainly behind a screen. The whole 
idea of blindness reflects that to a large 
extent and I think Saramago asks him-
self, ‘What are the political implications 
and what are the social implications, 
what are the human implications of 
a society that communicates without 
really looking at each other?’ “

The implications of being linked 
to so many people change the conse-
quences of relationships, Keren says. The 
commitment one feels to their peers is 
so weak that when things go bad, there 
aren’t the bonds needed to distribute 
limited resources fairly. Society’s loss 
of common sense that brings people 
together is lost when people aren’t com-
municating in effective ways. Friendship, 
he says, turns into a general concept 
that’s used but not internalized, allow-
ing other forces in society to take over, 
such as the asylum TV monitors, and 
later the evildoers who take control of 
the asylum’s reserves.

“This vision of society as being a shell 
that could crack so easily really struck 
me,” McKellar says. “It’s the core of the 
film. You feel this descent and this sort 
of barbarism that is underneath this veil 
of civility that I just felt was important 
to hold on to. When you read the book 
you get to that feeling where — it goes 
much farther in the book — ‘I just can’t 
believe I’m reading this, I don’t want 
to read this,’ but it’s sort of a crucial 
element that you want to preserve, that 
humans are resilient, that’s sort of the 
hope of this book. Despite the extremes 
that it’s going to, people can survive, 
people can persevere.”

Director Fernando Meirelles man-
ages to take this grim concept and 

translate it into a visually striking film, 
especially utilizing white light transi-
tions. The film does a good job trans-
ferring the novel’s lack of paragraph 
breaks, causing the viewer to feel as 
if they’re falling quickly into an abyss 
without having a chance to stop and 
think about how easy one transgression 
leads to the next.

Just like the novel is taking place 
anywhere and nowhere, Keren says 
there’s no clear distinction either 
between the good guys and the bad 
guys — despite the complete degrada-
tion of the society.

“I think he shows that evil can actu-
ally emerge out of a society just because 
the opportunity arises,” he says. “I don’t 
think that anyone in the novel is inher-
ently good or inherently evil. You have 
the car thief, the good Samaritan who 
brings the first guy that goes blind home 
and steal his car. And Saramago tells 
us he doesn’t steal his car because he’s 
a big thief, but because the opportunity 
emerged I think the same is true about 
the evil-doers in the asylum, the oppor-
tunity just emerges and that’s the point. 
When you don’t have a society with a 
social structure with a social contract, 
with true friendship, with true commit-
ment and compassion between people, 
the opportunity is going to emerge for 
evil-doers to take control.”

Photo by Jenette heInrIchs



Your degree. Your skill set. 
Your growth opportunity. 

Grow with us. We’re a leader in the plant nutrient 
business, and you’re a talented engineer who’s 
ready to help nature provide. 

Be part of the world’s largest fertilizer company, 
and receive competitive benefits, advanced 
training and an opportunity to do what you 
enjoy in a progressive corporation. 

To secure your growth opportunity, visit our booth 
at the ASE Career Fair on October 9.

Visit www.potashcorp.jobs

mine 
opportunity is

Do you really want to be a plain old 
accountant? 
Break the mold and be creative, become a CMA!   
 

Join us for lunch and listen to a panel of CMAs on their 
journey through the CMA program and career success 
they’ve had as a result. 

Asper School of Business 
517 Drake Centre 
11:30a.m.—12:30p.m. 

Open to: Elementary & Middle & High school &
University students & Adults
Work 5 days/week
Salary: $2000-2500 (Overtime: $21/hr)
1 week of paid vacation/year + Korean national holidays
Housing & Round trip airfare provided
50% medical insurance provided
3.3% Income tax
Starting date: ASAP
Currently looking for 20 positions
All candidates must have an undergraduate degree

Looking for ESL
TEachEr in korEa

Please contact Andy (Winniguide Ltd.)
at 296-8181 or send a resume to
winniguide@hotmail.com.

part time positions  

Gym Monitor
Canadian Forces Non Public Funds 
(Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: October 10, 
2008 

Residential Support Mentor
WorkSource Solutions (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: October 30, 
2008 

Personal Care Attendant
Private Home (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: November 
30, 2008 

Children/Preschool Program-
ming Instructors
City of Winnipeg Community Services 
Department (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: October 22, 
2008 

Respite Worker
Community Respite Service Inc. (Win-
nipeg, MB)
Application closing date: November 
1, 2008 

Writing Tutor – Learning As-
sistance Centre
University of Manitoba (Winnipeg, 
MB)
Application closing date: November 
15, 2008 

Research Assistant – Faculty 
of Education
University of Manitoba (Winnipeg, 
MB)
Application closing date: November 
4, 2008 

Maintenance Assistant
TruServ Canada Inc (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: October 10, 
2008 
 

full time positions 
Engineer, Protection Engineer
SaskPower (Regina, SK)
Application closing date: October 17, 
2008 
Program Manager
The Main Street Project (Winnipeg, 
MB)
Application closing date: October 31, 
2008 

Interactive Web Developer
Digital Pictureworks (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: October 31, 
2008 

Entertainment Buyer
Manitoba Lotteries Corporation
Application closing date: October 11, 
2008 

Arts Reporter / Editor
CBC Radio (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: October 30, 
2008 

UpcoMing inforMation 
SeSSionS and eventS: 

Maple Leaf Foods Informa-
tion Session: October 8, 
2008
ASE Career Fair (Agricultural and 
Food Sciences & Engineering): 
October 9, 2008 
Summer Employment / Intern-
ships / Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Volunteer – Literacy Tu-
tors
Learning Disabilities Association 
of Manitoba (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: Decem-
ber 31, 2008 

Volunteer – Administra-
tion Assistant
Friends of the Canadian Human 
Rights Museum (Winnipeg, MB)
Application closing date: October 
24, 2008 

help wanted:
$1000 IF STUDENT FINDS ONE 
ACADEMIC CERTIFICATE ENgLISH 
PHILOLOgIST IN CANADA. WRITE 
PEERLESS 618-185 SMITH STREET 
WINNIPEg R3C 3g4 

tutoring
grant’s Tutoring for help in Math 
& Stats.  Weekly tutoring, self-
help study books, one-day exam 
prep seminars.  See ad in this 
issue.  Call 489-2884 or www.
grantstutoring.com

The following job postings are samples of job listing 
provided by Career Services. 
Visit   w w w . u m a n i t o b a . c a / s t u d e n t / e m p l o y m e n t
Career Services
474 University Centre
Phone: 474-9456 

The Manitoban Classifieds
To advertise please call 474-6535
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• Intensive 60-Hour Program

• Classroom Management Techniques

• Detailed Lesson Planning

• ESL Skills Development

• Comprehensive Teaching Materials

• Interactive Teaching Practicum

• Internationally Recognized Certificate

• Teacher Placement Service

• Money Back Guarantee Included

• Thousands of Satisfied Students

Teach English
Overseas

TESOL/TESL Teacher Training
Certification Courses

OXFORD SEMINARS
1-800-269-6719/604-683-3430

www.oxfordseminars.ca

BaBe ruTh synDrome
A longing for yesteryear

AjiTpAul MANGAT, stAff

As the 2008 Major League Baseball 
playoffs begin, the ambivalence 
is palpable. Vociferous crickets 

have congregated at thousands of water 
coolers all in preparation for that one 
dude in the office that still loves the 
old ball game to ask: “So, how about 
that five-hour barnburner last night? 
Pretty neat, huh?” Millions of sports 
fans have been exercising their fingers 
and lubricating their remote controls 
just in case “Tonight on FOX: Matt 
Garza, Gabe Gross, Jeff Suppan and 
Craig Counsell; the Tampa Bay Rays 
tussle with the Milwaukee Brewers” 
resounds from their television sets.

During the past few decades, base-
ball has gradually, but surely, become 

“must-not watch TV.”
Where did it all go so wrong for 

America’s once upon a pastime? The 
conversations being had at baseball 
diamonds and living rooms across our 
and that fair land provide some vital 
insight:

(Fade in.)
(Two teenagers, a pitcher and a 

catcher and one of their younger broth-
ers, the batter, have gathered to play 
baseball at a baseball diamond.)

(The young batter points toward 
the sky above right field.)

Pitcher: What are you doing?
Batter: I’m Babe Ruth.
Catcher: Is that the only baseball 

player you know, dufus?
Batter: Who else is there?
(Cut to: Living room.)
(A group of teenagers watch a tele-

vision set showing the 2008 Summer 
Olympic Games. American swimmer 
Michael Phelps wins another gold 
medal.)

Teenager No. 1: Wow! That guy is 
good. Who is he?

Teenager No. 2: Michael Phelps. 
Duh. Don’t you know anything about 
sports?

Teenager No. 1: I only watch 
baseball.

Teenager No. 3: Well, then, he’s like 
the Babe Ruth of swimming.

(Fade out.)
One is led to believe that if Babe 

Ruth were playing in this year’s MLB 
playoffs the resounding ambivalence 
would become keen curiosity. The 
average sports fan, like our young bat-
ter, even the average person, like our 
teenager No. three, individuals that 
baseball has recently lost as potential 
viewers, might just attend or tune in 
to a ball game.

But, this raises an interesting ques-
tion. How is it that such an old baseball 
player still has such a strong impression 
in an average person’s knowledge of 
baseball?

A player whose Hall of Fame induc-
tion occurred over 72 years ago, and 
died over 60 years ago. A player whose 
most famous record, hitting 60 home 
runs during the 1927 season, was bro-
ken by Roger Maris over 45 years ago, 
and has since been broken numer-
ous times. A player who played for a 
team, the New York Yankees, which 
has, since Ruth retired, had its famous 
pinstripes and ubiquitous “NY” logo 
worn by many celebrated ball play-
ers, including Joe DiMaggio, Mickey 
Mantle, Reggie Jackson, Derek Jeter 
and Alex Rodriguez.

Truly, George Herman “Babe” 
Ruth — “The Bambino” — remains 
ingrained in humanity’s baseball col-
lective unconscious not to be replaced 
by other equally gifted, illustrious 
and legendary players, as if the entire 
world were plagued by some type of 
syndrome, “Babe Ruth syndrome.”

“Smalls, Babe Ruth is the greatest 
baseball player that ever lived. People 
say he was less than a god but more 
than a man. You know, like Hercules 
or something.” — The Sandlot

The old adage goes: “legends never 
die,” and such is the case with Babe 
Ruth. Many who saw him play live 
have since passed away, leaving only 
grainy black and white pictures, stories 

— which have become, for all intents 
and  purposes, myths and movies — 
which apotheosize him, to remember 
him by.

So, although it is no surprise that 
Babe Ruth is such an omnipresent and 
memorable athlete, it is surprising that 
he seems to be the only omnipresent 
and memorable player in the history 
of baseball.

Other sports have also had their 
legendary, even mythical, players. In 
football there were Jim Thorpe, Red 
Grange and George “The Gipper” Gipp. 
In basketball there were George Mikan 
and Bob Cousy and in hockey there 
was Joseph Henri Maurice “Rocket” 
Richard. Yet, if you ask your average 
sports fan or person to name you the 
football players who first come to mind 
they will likely name currently active 
players, like New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady or New 
York Jets quarterback Brett Favre, or 
recently retired players, like former 
San Francisco 49ers quarterback Joe 
Montana. Similarly, for basketball you 
will hear: Los Angeles Lakers guard 
Kobe Bryant, Cleveland Cavaliers for-
ward Lebron James, or former Chicago 
Bull and Washington Wizard guard 
Michael Jordan, and for hockey you 
will hear: Pittsburgh Penguin winger 
Sidney Crosby or former player Wayne 
Gretzky. None of whom played like 
Ruth, through World War I and the 
Great Depression. But still, Babe Ruth 

— not Yankee third-baseman Alex 

Rodriguez, or former sluggers Barry 
Bonds and Mark McGuire, who each 
broke many of Ruth’s records, is the 
first, if not the only, baseball player the 
average person can remember.

The question persists, why? What are 
the causes of “Babe Ruth Syndrome?”

Certainly baseball’s olden, anti-
quated feel has much to do with this. 
Whereas other sports, particularly foot-
ball, look, feel and sound modern, stim-
ulating, even futuristic, baseball still 
outwardly comes across like a bucolic, 
monotonous sport from days long ago. 
A marked dissimilarity that comedian 

George Carlin farcically pointed out in 
1990 via his famous stand-up routine, 

“Baseball Football.”
“Baseball is a 19th-century pastoral 

game,” said Carlin. “Football is a 20th-
century technological struggle.”

This is where baseball’s problems 
begin. The sport has been too slow to 
keep up with the times and an ever-
changing audience. While, other sports, 
many years ago, added important, nec-
essary technologies, such as instant 
replay, baseball has just recently begun 
implementing these technologies.

[High-pitched voice] “Baseball has 
no time limit, we don’t know when 
it’s going to end, we might have extra 
innings,” said Carlin. [Deep voice] 

“Football is rigidly timed and it will 
end even if we have to go to sudden 
death.”

Additionally, baseball has not 
heeded suggestions to implement play 
clocks, which would ensure there is 
not too much time wasted between 
pitches. As a result, there are still too 
many four-, even five-hour baseball 
matches. Is it any wonder then that 
our ADD, “time is money” culture 
is more willing to watch other sports, 
with two- to three-hour matches?

This failure to change is even more 
noticeable in baseball’s marketing strat-
egy. That is to say its MIA marketing 
strategy. There are far too few baseball 
players on television, and in movies. 
Watch TV and you are sure to see Favre 
selling Wrangler jeans, King James 
hocking shoes and Sid the Kid pimping 
his new line of Reebok clothing. In fact, 
according to Fortune magazine, of the 
top-10 most endorsed athletes of 2007, 
none were baseball players.

As early as 2003, USA Today asked, 
“Where have baseball players’ endorse-
ments gone?” In fact, the only highly 
endorsed baseball player is Yankee 
shortstop Derek Jeter. And, it is not 
surprising to see why. Most notably, 
he plays in a big market, New York, 
but more so, he is a “good guy.” He is 
in tabloids for dating supermodels and 
pop singers, and not for battery, drug 
trafficking or DUI. Also, he was never 
accused of taking steroids, unlike many 
of his peers. He, to use an old cliché, 

“plays the game the right way.”
Kind of like Ruth did.
In a sport with too many villains 

and cheats (Bonds, McGuire), Jeter is a 

hero. In a sport with too many humans, 
warts and all, Jeter is a legend, a myth, 
a Ruth, because he is most associated 
with those times.

So, maybe, MLB is afraid to 
move forward, because they are too 
busy looking back, to a better time. 
Maybe, people have amnesia, “Babe 
Ruth Syndrome,” because they want 
to remember those times. Maybe, 
MLB wants to market its players, but 
is unsure how to do so.

(Fade in.)
(Ten “business types” sit around a 

big oak table, which has the MLB insig-
nia engrained into 
it, for a marketing 
meeting.)

Head Honcho: 
OK, it’s been five 
years since our 
last meeting. Let’s 
discuss some hip, 
fresh marketing 
strategies. Let’s 
focus on individ-

ual players.
Crony No. 1: How about Barry 

Bonds? People know him.
(Nods, heads bob up and down.)
Crony No. 1: What if we put him 

in a Space Jam-type movie, like in 
the future. And, he can hit 1,000-
foot home runs, and his muscles are 
ginormous.

Crony No. 2: Wasn’t he accused of 
taking steroids?

(Nods, heads bob up and down.)
Crony No.3: Ok, well then what 

about A-Rod, Alex Rodriguez? He’s 
cute, he’s fit; ladies love that Rod.

(Nods, heads bob up and down.)
Crony No. 3: What if we put him 

in a romantic comedy, where he longs 
for an older woman, but his love is 
unrequited, until on her wedding day 
he wins her over just as the ceremony 
is to conclude?

(Nods, heads bob up and down.)
Crony 2: Wasn’t he accused of 

breaking up Madonna’s marriage?
(Nods, heads bob up and down, and 

promptly explode.)
(Fade out.)
So, MLB give people what they 

want. A legend, a myth, a Ruth, a 
Jeter.

But, by doing so they create ambiva-
lence: A baseball playoffs that few care 
about, because they cannot remember 
why they should.

In a sport with too many cheats, 
Jeter is the lone hero. Maybe, MLB 
is afraid to move forward, because 
they are too busy looking back. 
Maybe, people have amnesia, “Babe 
Ruth syndrome,” because they 
want to remember those times.

IllustratIon by sara PerKIns
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Step 5: Upper body
dAvid KlApoNSKi, stAff

The Manitoban wants to make you, the University 
of Manitoba student, as healthy, both mentally and 
physically, as possible. So we are running a health 
and fitness series entitled “12 Steps to becoming a 
healthier student.” We continue this series by look-
ing at how to properly exercise the upper body.

The upper body is one of the most aesthetically 
important parts of the human body. There 
are many muscles in your upper body, but 

importantly there are certain muscles that are easier 
to focus on. The main muscles to focus on exercis-
ing in your upper body include: the pectorals, the 
biceps, the triceps, the forearms, the trapezius, the 
rhomboids and the deltoids. 

Different muscle groups
Your pectoral muscles, or pecs, are two large 

muscles that run across the surface of your chest. 
The pecs are often seen as the most important beach 
muscles for guys, though they’re just as important 

for girls (especially for push-up contests) and can 
be exercised with a simple exercise, like the bench 
press.

Then, there are your biceps (those are for the gun 
show). They are found at the front of your upper 
arm. You can work out these muscles with simple 
dumbbell curls. 

The triceps, which are found opposite your biceps 
on the back of your arm, can be worked out by 
straightening your arm against resistance. Exercising 
these muscles helps get rid of the all-too-well-known 

“flabby arm syndrome.” 
Working out your forearm muscles helps ward 

off issues like Carpal Tunnel Syndrome and helps 
to improve the overall tone of your arms. Exercise 
these muscles with wrist curls, which are easy and 
help to tone and develop forearm strength. 

Your trapezius muscles, or “traps”, are found in 
the upper back running across the shoulder blades. 
Seated rowing and the pullback are common and 
simple exercises that isolate these muscles.

The rhomboids are also in your back, but more 

central, and can be exercised with a lot of the same 
exercises as the traps. These muscles are impor-
tant for good posture and holding your shoulders 
back.

The deltoids, or delts, are your upper shoulder 
muscles. These muscles give the rounded definition 
that many men seek from working out; female 
fitness trainers also recommend building delts to 
counterbalance wide hips and create the illusion of 
an hourglass figure. The front delts can be worked 
out by performing the military press. Additionally, 
doing bent and lateral raises can isolate the back 
and side delts.

Common problems
There are many common problems that people 

encounter while working out their upper body. The 
pecs and biceps always seem to be the most popular 
muscles to work on at the gym, for guys, but personal 
trainer at Morpheus Training, Chris Burgess, warns 
against focusing too much on these muscles and 
exercising them improperly:

“Too many guys that I see come into the gym and 
the workout with the ‘guy rule’ in mind: work out 
what you can see in the mirror. Work your biceps, 
chest and abs.” 

Focusing on these muscles can lead to forward 
dominance problem, which can cause serious prob-
lems with the rest of your body, including back pain, 
hip aches and knee problems. Burgess recommends 
maintaining a balance between each of your muscle 
groups. If your chest is getting bigger than your 
upper back, then work out your traps more. Likewise, 
if your biceps are getting bigger than your triceps, 
work out you triceps more.

A major problem that is seen at all gyms is using 
too much weight. Whether due to poor education 
or simply a big ego, people often use weights that 
are too heavy, which causes them to exercise with 
improper form. If you are serious about working out 
with weights, only use as much weight as is neces-
sary to reach your desired reps. Form is far more 
important than the actual weight you use. Burgess 
even goes as far to say that if one person is using less 
weight but is using proper form, that person will 
quickly surpass someone using more weight and 
improper form. If you work out with proper form, 

in the long term you will be able to use more weight 
and look better with fewer injury problems.  

Gender Issues
Women and men want to look different, and 

therefore should exercise differently. Though indi-
viduals of both sexes generally desire a toned phy-
sique, men seem to prefer getting bigger and bulkier 
at the same time. So, for women who would prefer 
to remain lean, Burgess recommends doing more 
repetitions than men, with a comfortably low but 
challenging weight. If such a man looking to bulk 
up performs three sets of 10 repetitions for one 
muscle group, a woman should do three sets of 12-15 
repetitions, with less weight. This helps maintain a 
lean and cut look to the muscle and helps burn fat 
at the same time. 

Outside the gym
Students may find it difficult to get in even one 

or two days a week of physical activity at the gym, 
so here are some simple things you can do anytime 
to help improve your upper body.

Firstly, sit up straight in the car and in class. 
Burgess says, “Stop adjusting your mirror when driv-
ing. If you are a good driver, you are looking at the 
mirror every five seconds and if you catch yourself 
looking at the ceiling, you are slouching.” 

Secondly, Burgess gives another simple tip: when 
sitting up, push off your heels and not your toes. You 
should feel the weight of your body on your heels. 
Most people rock a little forward when they sit up 
and this can lead to many back problems. Finally, 
another simple exercise that people can do when 
in class, at work or even hanging out at the bar is 
to clench your abdominal muscles. Burgess says, 

“Tightening your abdominal cavity for 10 seconds 
is about equivalent to doing one crunch.” 

So, even if you are just too busy with everyday life 
to go to the gym on a regular basis, there are plenty 
of simple ways to get a healthier upper body.

health & fitness mailbag
Do you have a question relating to your health or fitness? Want 
to know how to properly exercise a specific muscle group? Have 
a nutrition questions about the foods at your local supermarket? 
e-mail us at s P o r t s @ t h e m a n I t o b a n . c o m  and we may just 
feature it in a future edition of the “Health and fitness mailbag.”

“This Week In Bison Sports,” 
the radio show!

Friday
11:30am
101.5 UMFM

Host: Ajitpaul Mangat, sports editor

The Grusesome Twosome 
at the Gritty Grotto

…So things have been bleak, but don’t 
despair! Tomorrow’s the day we get our new 
sneaker shoes! We’re on our way!!!
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dealing with the UpS and downS
Bisons lose heartbreakers to Vikes, Thunderbirds

AjiTpAul MANGAT, stAff

This season began so magi-
cally, so fairytale-ish for the 
Bison women’s soccer team. 

They were scoring goals in bunches. 
Keeping their opposition off the goal 
sheet. All was right with this team.

In fact, they won their first six 
games. In the process they scored 
20 goals, and only allowed five. Even 
more impressive was the fact this team 
was winning both at home and on the 
road. Soon not only their home fans, 
but also all of the CIS took notice, 
ranking the team as high as fourth.

But, in the end, what goes up must 
come down, and down the Bison 
women have come.

The first signs of trouble came 
on a road-trip match against lowly 

Fraser Valley and surprisingly strong 
Trinity Western. The Bisons lost the 
first game by a close score of 3-2, but 
were then soundly defeated the fol-
lowing day 3-0.

Why did things go so wrong so 
quickly?

A lot of the usual causes were at 
play. Most notably, injuries began 
to take their toll, both at the front 
to forwards Desiree Scott and Karli 
Colpitts and in the back to defender 
Dana Baker. Additionally, soccer is a 
game entirely based on form, how well 
players, and furthermore the team is 
playing at a given time. During that 
road weekend, the entire team seemed 
to hit a bad patch of form, and as a 
result the goals stopped going in for 
the Bisons, while the ball just would 
not stay out of their net.

But these losses seemed to also 
be caused by a greater, more trou-
bling factor. This team, even with 
its blistering start and loads of talent 
is still learning how to win the big 

games. Something that cannot be 
taught overnight, for a team must 
learn it on the field. When the chips 
are against you. When you are not 
in form. When your best players are 
injured. When you are on the road. 
And, when the stakes are at their 
highest.

Kind of like they were last sea-
son in the Canada West semi-finals 
against the University of Victoria 
Vikes, a game that the Bisons lost 
in the waning seconds of double 
overtime. That is when character is 
built; learning from those experi-
ences and growing as a team makes 
champions.

Although the Bisons have cer-
tainly improved they still cannot 
seem to defeat the best of the best: 
the University of Victoria Vikes and 
the University of British Columbia 
Thunderbirds of this world. As was 

evident this past weekend, with the 
Bisons dropping games to both of 
these teams, 1-0, at home.

But it is certainly not all doom and 
gloom for this team that has now lost 
four games in a row, for they lost both 
games this past weekend by the slim-
mest of margins. If a Karli Colpitts 
header went in instead of hitting the 
post and a Caley Miskimmin shot 
dipped under the bar instead of over, 
the result could have been different.

Those are the thoughts that this 
team should take with them as they 
rest this week during their bye.

With four games left in the regular 
season and the team comfortably in 
a playoff spot, there is still time to 
recapture the magic of the first six 
games. And thereby give what could 
be a truly fairy-tale season the ending 
it deserves.

overComing aDversiTy
AjiTpAul MANGAT, stAff

TThe two locker rooms were as 
different as could be after the 
men’s hockey game between 

the University of Manitoba Bisons and 
University of Lethbridge Pronghorns 
on Saturday, Oct. 4. From the Bison 
locker room the sweet sounds of joy-
ous singing and boisterous laughter 
resounded, as the team had just 
played mistake-free hockey. From the 
Pronghorns locker room, silence inter-
spersed with arguing could be heard; 

“Get the fuck out of here,” yelled some-
one. A player? A coach? An 8-0 loss will 
do that to a team, especially when it is 
self-afflicted; three straight penalties in 
the third period prevented any hopes 
of a Pronghorns comeback.

Every team deals with (lower case) 
adversity through the course of a year. 
The type of adversity that is uncontrol-
lable and unavoidable.

Which includes losing players, such 
as your captain and team leader, defen-
seman Rob Smith (three goals, 16 assists, 
19 points), joint-leading scorer, forward 
Chris Falloon (13 goals, 14 assists, 27 
points) and starting goaltender, Krister 
Toews (2.99 gaa, .895 save per cent), to 
graduation. Which also includes losing 
players, such as new captain and team 
leader, defenseman Kip Workman, to 
injury and having to start the season 
on the road, as the Bisons did versus 
perennial Canada West contenders, the 
University of Saskatchewan Huskies.

This type of adversity can be over-
come. And, the Bisons almost did 
overcome it in their first game of the 
regular season versus the Huskies on 
Sept. 26.

The Bisons and Huskies were dead-
locked, at 1-1, after a very close 60 min-
utes in Saskatoon; the Bison goal was 
scored by defenseman Stewart Thiessen 
on a second period power play and the 
Huskies goal was scored by centreman 
Brett Parker, early in the third period. 
The Bisons eventually lost 2-1 in the 
shootout, and also 2-1 in the game, but 
they had proved to themselves and the 
rest of Canada West that they were 
contenders.

However, the following night 
versus the Huskies and in their first 
home game versus the University of 
Lethbridge Pronghorns this past Friday, 
Oct. 3 the team faced a different kind of 
adversity. The royal form of Adversity 

(upper case), as in you just royally 
fucked yourself.

The type that is self-afflicted and 
avoidable. The type that is caused by: 
foolish penalties, costly turnovers and 
a lack of discipline. The type that your 
home fans will not accept, expressing 
their frustration by chanting: “We 
suck,” as they did this past Friday night 
in the first game of the series against 
the Pronghorns. The type that will 
cause you to lose, by humiliating 5-2 
(vs. Pronghorns) and 7-0 (vs. Huskies, 
in their first game of the season) scores, 
which the Bisons did. The type of 
Adversity that cannot be overcome.

This Adversity manifests itself as 
inconsistent play, a problem that has 
plagued the Bisons this season, as they 
have lost two games via blowout, but 
have also blown out their opposition 
and lost a game via shootout.

Third-year head coach Don 

MacGillivary tried to explain this 
inconsistency after Saturday night’s 
big win. “We learned a valuable lesson 
last night, we came back and played 
well tonight. That’s part of growing as 
a group [ . . . ] Last night was a frus-
trating night all around; we couldn’t 
make a pass, we weren’t finishing 
chances. Tonight our focus was to do 
the types of things that can make us 
be successful, and not worry so much 
about results.” 

The Bisons must overcome adversity 
— inexperience, injuries, road games, 
this season, if they are to improve on 
last season’s fourth-place Canada West 
finish and playoff berth. But, even more 
importantly, they will need to over-
come self-afflicted Adversity, which 
means overcoming themselves, to reach 
their full potential, as they did this past 
Saturday night.

Manitoba 
Bisons

Saskatchewan 
Huskies

Date: October 10-11, 2008
Time: 7pm CST (both nights)

Location: Max Bell Arena, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Rank
W-L

Points
Goals for

Goals against

unranked 6th

1-2-1 3-1-0

3 6

11

14

16

11

BISON MEN’S HOCKEY GAME PREVIEW
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 2009 
 UPLANDER
 The best prices are at 
 Orion Chevrolet.  Get 

 your Uplander now. We 
 will consider every offer.

 CASH PURCHASE*

 $ 1 29 B W   **

 $ 1 6 , 989 OWN 
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 FOR  OR

 BEST PRICE IN TOWN

 $ 1 65 B W   **

 $ 9 , 99 5  *

 STARTING AT

 $ 1 1 7 B W   **

 $500 

 GAS CARD

 2009 IMPALA
 Fully loaded with abs, 

 power windows, locks, 
 on satr, 3,5L engine, 

 6 way poawer seat 
 and more...

 2009 HHR
 Fully equiped with 
 stabilitrack, cruise, power 
 windows, locks, keyless 
 entry great sound system 
 and much much more... 
 COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

 2009 AVEO
 Fun to drive and lots of 
 options at no extra cost. 
 Be the first one to order 
 one. SEDAN AND 
 HATCHBACK AVAILABLE

 *84 Months @ 7.9% purchase finance plus taxes. All prices and payments plus freight and fees. Rebate s to the dealer. * Cash purchase price only. 
 Plus freight, taxes & fees.
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not the SaMe biSonS
Bisons lose to the Clan, and their playoff spot. Only 3 consecutive wins can get it back

dAvid KlApoNSKi, stAff

The defending Vanier Cup cham-
pions are waning. This past 
weekend, the Bisons faced off 

against the Simon Frasier University 
Clan. With high hopes and fresh off of 
a bye-week, the Bisons knew that this 
game was vitally important to their 
current season. With a win, they would 
maintain pace with the top teams in 
Canada West, and remain poised for 
a playoff appearance. With a loss, they 
would be relegated to the bottom of 
the standings and, most notably, out 
of a playoff spot.

Playing in Abbotsford, B.C., the 
Bisons knew they would be in tough 

against a team 
that already beat 
the formidable 
fourth-ranked 
team in the coun-
try, the University 
of Saskatchewan 
Huskies, in week 
four.

In a low-scoring 
affair, the Clan was 
up by just a 7-0 score-line at half time, 
with two safeties and a field goal. It 
took until the fourth quarter for the 
Bisons to get on the board, with a 
58-yard touchdown throw from quar-
terback John Makie to wide receiver 
Mike Mizerski. Then, after a blocked 

Bison field goal attempt and a tipped 
Clan field goal attempt, the two teams 
went into sudden death overtime tied 
at 7-7. 

With a 22-yard field goal in over-
time, which put the Clan up by three, 
the Bisons needed to score three points 
to stay in the game, and a touchdown 
to win. First down saw Makie get 
injured on a sack. His replacement, 
Nathan Friesen, could only scramble 
for eight yards on second down, which 
was not enough for a first down. So, 
those events left it all up to kicker Scott 
Dixon to push the game into a second 
overtime, but his 38-yard field goal 
attempt went wide left, sending the 
home fans into uproar and the road 
team away with a loss.

With this loss, and crucial earlier 
season losses to the University of 
Calgary Dinos and the University of 
British Columbia Thunderbirds, the 
Bisons currently sit in fifth place in 

Canada West, which means they are 
out of a playoff spot, with only three 
games remaining in the regular sea-
son. Furthermore, with their remain-

ing games against the fourth-ranked 
Huskies and the sixth-ranked Dinos, 
the Bisons will be hard-pressed to make 
the playoffs this season. 

This means the Bisons are now at 
the breaking point of their season. The 
overtime loss against Simon Fraser 
earned them an important point, 
which may come into play if they are 
tied for wins with another team. But 
most likely they will have to win at 
least two more games to make the play-
offs this year. With what will likely be 
their toughest game of the season com-
ing up at home this weekend against 
Saskatchewan, they have to refocus and 
not get too down on themselves.

What is clear, though, is that they 
are not the Bisons from last year. 

Although their defense has only 
given up touchdowns in two games 
this season, their offense is ranked 
last in Canada West in total points. 
Quarterbacks John Makie and Nathan 
Friesen combined have only five touch-
down passes in five games. If they 
want to win against the Huskies, the 
Bison’s offense needs to come together, 
quickly.

In Canada West, arguably the most 
competitive division in CIS football, 
being marginal just does not cut it. 
Only the strong survive. One thing is 
for sure, after two straight seasons at 
8-and-0, the Bisons have fallen back 
down to the same level as their opposi-
tion; they are no longer the dominant 
force in Canada West. Whether they 
finish in or out of the playoffs this 
season, they will have to work hard to 
regain the masterly form they showed 
last season as national champions. 

The next two games against 
Saskatchewan and Calgary will be 
important tests to see where the Bisons 
are at, in terms of focus and determina-
tion. If they can beat one of these two 
top teams in the country, they will 
know that they are on the right track. 
If they lose, especially via a blowout, it 
may be back to the drawing board for 
the team, which would have a lot to 
think about in the off-season.

With, most likely, their toughest 
game coming up at home this 

weekend against Saskatchewan, 
they have to refocus and not get 

too down on themselves. What 
is clear though, is that they are 

not the Bisons from last year.

Manitoba 
Bisons

Saskatchewan 
Huskies

Date: October 11, 2008
Time: 1pm CST

Location: University Stadium, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba

TV/Radio: None/UMFM

Rank

W-L

Points For

Points Against

unranked 4th

2-2-0-1 4-1-0-0

77 156

104 56
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