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Grant's Tutoring 489-2884 for help in Statistics & Math (Cal-
culus, Linear Algebra, Matrices). Weekly groups, one-day 
midterm & final exam prep seminars, self-help study books; 
grantstutoring.com for more info and free homework help.

Personals:    
Wanna meet some new & interesting people?  
Call The Winnipeg Party Line, Its Safe, Secure And  
Fully Automatic. Its Fun & Exciting.  
Its a free local call,  
Ladies are FREE! Guys from 5c per minute!  
Try it Now...    
Dial: 77-Party (204-777-2789)

Orthodox Christian Chaplaincy. 102C U.Centre, Thursdays 
11:30-3:30p.m. or anytime at St. Andrew's College. Call FR. 
Roman 474-6514, 269-1161. 

Mid-Town Ford Sales Limited is looking for a part-time re-
ceptionist to work a few weeknights and some Saturdays. 
This position averages out to 16 hours every two weeks. 
Applicants must be proficient in Word and Excel. Please 
send your resume to david.gilmore@midtown-ford.com. 
We thank all those that apply but only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted.

Annual Elders & Traditional Peoples Gathering
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2008-09 UMSU ExEcUtivE dEcidEd
Students United win in 
clean sweep

JoANNA BhASkArAN, stAff

Winning slate
9.7 per cent of U of M students, 

totaling 17,720 votes, turned out to 
vote in the UMSU general election 
making, with more than 60 per cent, 
Students United the 2008-09 UMSU 
executive.

Students United is made up of 
Jonny Sopotiuk (president), Leanne 
Rajotte (vice-president internal), Rita 
Bruce-Nanakeain (vice-president 
external), Sid Rashid (vice-president 
student services), and Mitch Tripple 
(vice-president advocacy).

Sopotiuk garnered 65.7 per cent 
of the votes beating out other presi-
dential hopefuls Tory Unrau (Clean 
Slate) and Pierce Cairns (Regressive 
Conservatives). 

“We have worked hard for this, and 
I think the four vice-presidents are 
extremely passionate and enthusiastic 
about what they want to do,” Sopotiuk 
said, adding that he hoped to improve 
on the strengths of last year’s UMSU 
council.  

Tripple said that the win for the 
entire slate would be a credit for next 
year’s executive. 

“It will be a lot easier to get things 

done because we are all starting on the 
same page and see eye to eye about a lot 
of things and share the same goals.” 
Losing slates

Despite the loss, Troy Unrau, presi-
dential candidate with the Clean Slate, 
said he was happy about getting 25 per 
cent of the vote.

“I’m actually really happy with 25 
per cent. I’m disappointed with the 
turnout but 25 per cent, you know, the 
federal NDP party would, you know, 
shit themselves if they got 25 per cent.”

Unrau attributed his slate’s loss to 
a lack of organization, lack of a clear 
message, and the lack of an active cam-
paign manager. 

“We had a campaign manager who 
decided that her schoolwork was more 
important than the campaign, which 
meant that we basically had no cam-
paign manager.”

Pierce Cairns, presidential candi-
date for the Regressive Conservatives, 
declined to speak with the Manitoban.
Representatives

Returning incumbent Larry Baillie, 
disability services representative, ran 
uncontested for the position. 

“I’m happy that I can bring in a lot 
of ideas that I had from my previous 
term and continue working towards 
them.” 

One issue he hopes to bring to the 
table is disaster management planning 
involving students with disabilities.

Denis Courcelles was acclaimed 

LGBTT representative after his oppo-
sition, current LGBTT representative, 
Daniel Draper, forfeited his candidacy. 

“Last year when I ran, it was mostly 
because no one else wanted to and 
we felt it was very important within 
our community to have someone rep-
resent us,” Draper explained. “This 
year when I ran again it was because I 
thought I could do a really good job for 
our community. But when talking to 
Denis, I felt that he would be more suc-
cessful in representing the community 
because he was more involved with the 
community on campus.”

Draper also mentioned that his 
desire to run for senior stick at St. 
John’s College interfered with his can-
didacy for the student representative 
position. 

Courcelles said that although he 
garnered less than 40 per cent of the 
votes he’s going to be focused on prov-
ing himself this year. 

“I wanted to win and I am gung 
ho about it. I definitely have to prove 
myself committed and, as the LGBTT 
rep, I want to create a better sense of 
community, which is something I feel 
we are missing right now.”  

The positions for international stu-
dents representative and the women 
students’ representative remain vacant 
since no candidates ran for the spots 
during the election. According to 
UMSU bylaws, any positions left 
empty can be reopened to nomina-

tions as of Oct. 1 and every succeeding 
month until those positions are filled. 
Complaints and penalties

Jordan Wilson, the unopposed 
candidate for aboriginal students rep-
resentative, was disqualified during the 
campaign period for not attending the 
required daily briefings, according to 
Stephanie Fera, chief returning officer 
(CRO). 

Ben Singer, vice-president exter-
nal candidate for the Clean Slate, 
was almost disqualified during the 
campaign period. The Regressive 
Conservatives brought libel charges 
against Singer after an article ran in the 
Manitoban, which quoted him calling 
the party a “joke slate.” Singer man-
aged 29.5 per cent of the votes. 

Singer hoped that some of Clean 
Slate’s ideas would be recognized and 

adopted by Students United, “whose 
ideas are, in my opinion . . . completely 
undoable.”

Before the campaign period began, 
Rajotte filed a complaint against Cairns, 
claiming that he had pre-campaigned 
during one of his classes. The penalty 
for Cairns was a one-day delay to begin 
campaigning.

During voting from March 5 to 
8, the most popular polling stations 
were the two in University Centre and 
Fletcher Argue. The voter turnout rose 
increased by more than two per cent 
from last year’s 7.5 per cent.

All candidates will begin their posi-
tions on May 1.
With files from Chelse McKee.

tobaN talkbaCk
ChelSe mCkee and magally zelaya



RobeRt Finnegan
Professor, faculty of arts

how can a student best impress you in 
class?
[Laughs.] With multiple bottles of good red 
wine. But after that, by holding up his or her 
end of the contract. 
What are your student pet peeves?
the thing I will not put up with and the thing 
that I can’t stand are people who will not work. 
What are they doing here? Why waste time? 
how long does it take you to prepare for 
a lecture?
If I’m lecturing to my first years, an hour-and-
a-half lecture might take three hours. the 
worst thing in the world you want to do is go 
in and not do the job you’re being paid for. 
What do you enjoy doing outside of uni-
versity life?
I have a sailboat. When I’m not over in England 
doing some research or in france doing some 
research, I’ll sail up and down Lake Winnipeg.

Michelle FaubeRt
assistant Professor, faculty 
of arts

how can a student best impress you in 
class?
I’m most impressed when I see that the stu-
dent has read the class readings for that day 
and has thought about them. 
What are your student pet peeves?
the biggest pet peeve would have to be the 
wearing of the IPod. I have seen it!
how long does it take you to prepare for 
a lecture?
Let’s say, for a 50-minute lecture, maybe 
three hours or more.
What’s your favourite thing to do outside 
of university life?
I love to travel and I love to salsa dance.

lucas tRoMly
assistant Professor, faculty 
of arts

how can a student best impress you in 
class?
spend time on their writing and take pleasure 
in their reading.
What are your student pet peeves?
An obstinate refusal to become interested in 
the material.
how long does it take you to prepare for 
a lecture?
It really depends.
What do you enjoy doing outside of uni-
versity life?
Movies and Mexican food.

JöRg steteFeld
associate Professor, faculty 
of science

how can a student best impress you in 
class?
they work hard and they show an interest in 
the topic. they’re honest and somehow fresh 
and a little bit enthusiastic.
What are your student pet peeves?
When they waste my time. 
how long does it take you to prepare for 
a lecture?
An hour.
What’s your favourite thing to do outside 
of university life? 
Be with my boys, my family. In the winter, 
now, we go tobogganing or skiing.

Scholar Speak

2008-09 UMSU Executives: Students United

President
Troy Unrau (Clean Slate)
Pierce Cairns (Regressive Conservative)
Jonny Sopotiuk (Students United)
Spoiled Ballots

517
205
1,384
95

VP (Advocacy)
Jackson Duong (Clean Slate)
Mitch Tripple (Students United)
Spoiled Ballots

537
1,536
25

VP (External)
Ben Singer (Clean Slate)
Rita Bruce-Nanakeain (Students United)
Spoiled Ballots

608
1,448
139

VP (Internal)
Leanne Rajotte (Students United)
Christina Brine (Clean Slate)
Spoiled Ballots

1,471
585
145

VP (Student Services)
Shawn Dingwall (Regressive 
Conservative)
Serena Heska (Clean Slate)
Sid Rashid (Students United)
Spoiled Ballots

196 
442 
1,448 
139

Aboriginal Students’ 
Representative
Jordan Wilson (Disqualified)
Spoiled Ballots

1,633 
35

LGBTT* Students’ 
Representative
Denis Courcelles
Daniel Draper (Withdrawn)
Spoiled Ballots

685
1,058
101

Students’ with Disabilities 
Representative:
Larry Baillie 
Spoiled Ballots

1,779
31

Votes per Candidate

Photo by Karen asher
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Q & A with iCM direCtor
MAgAlly ZElAyA, stAff

susan Deane is the director and 
principal of the new International 
College of Manitoba (ICM), a pri-

vate institute that provides a two-year 
pathway program for international 
students intent on entering a university 
program. The new institute, slated to 
open in September, is not legally affili-
ated with the university but will offer 
University 1 equivalent courses to its 
second-year students. 

Manitoban: What is your role at ICM?
Susan S.D.: I will be overseeing the 
operations of the college, essentially. 

M: Will there be room for you to build one-
on-one relationships with the students?
S.D.: Oh, I certainly hope so. 
Especially at the start when the num-
bers are small. Absolutely.

M: Why were you interested in the 
position?

S.D.: I found the whole venture 
very exciting. I like the international 
context, I like the post-secondary 
context, I liked the fact this would 

directly help students who desper-
ately needed the help.

M: What experience do you bring to the 
position?
S.D.: I’ve worked in the post-second-
ary sector for a large part of my career 
already. I was with the government 
for eight years, five of which [I was] 
directly responsible for the univer-
sity’s files for the Council of Post-
Secondary Education.

And prior to working with govern-
ment, I was actually at the University 
of Manitoba for five years.

M: What was your position here?
S.D.: I taught at the Faculty of Social 
Work. I ran the field co-ordination 
program for a year . . . I also did — I 
was there as a research associate work-
ing on educational equity issues.

M: Will you be in charge of hiring?
S.D.: The administrative staff of ICM 
are completely responsibl[e].

M: Where will ICM hire from?
S.D.: We’ll be hiring from where 
everybody else hires from to get the 
best candidates. The college staff, the 
academic advisor, admissions officer, 
all those folk will be hired from the 
public at large. [For] the instructional 
staff for the University 1 level, the 
university transition program at the 
university level — we will be work-
ing in co-operation with the specific 
department who will be offering their 
courses. While we will be primarily 
responsible for the hiring of those 
individuals, we’ll work in collabora-
tion with each of the departments so 
that they actually do sign off on the 

individuals that we’ll [be] hiring. 

M: Will these individuals have degrees?
S.D.: It’ll be whatever the par-

ticular department stipulates. So the 
math department already said they 
need people with master’s degrees 
before they can teach their courses.

So, it’s very much in collaboration 
with the departments. And we hope 
they will actually recommend people 
to us to teach their courses. 

M: Will their rate of pay be competitive 
with university instructors?
S.D.: The understanding is that we’ll 
be paying the same that the depart-
ments would pay to instructors in the 
spring course[s] through extended 
education.

M: Will the instructors be under union 
representation?
S.D.:  I don’t know. . . . Some of them 
may be [the university’s] regular 
sessionals who will do our courses 
and some of them may be regular 
instructors.

M: At what stage of the process is the 
school currently?
S.D.: We’re doing our student recruit-
ment. International College of 
Manitoba has three marketing people 
working full-time in student recruit-
ment at the moment. We’re develop-
ing all of the procedures and processes 
and things that need to be in place 
when students do come. There’s a 
lot of administrative stuff that needs 
to get in place as well, which we’re 
doing. We’re co-operating with the 
University of Manitoba in doing 
some of the education fairs together. 

Or going to ones that they go to as 
well so we can promote the U of M 
as well as us.

M: What countries are you in?
S.D.: So far we’ve been to Turkey and 
Mexico. And one of our staff is in 
China at the moment.

M: Do you expects students to primarily 
be from Asian countries?
S.D.: Asia will be a big market because 
that’s really where there’s a lot of inter-
est. But we are trying to be as diverse 
as we possibly can — one of our staff 
will be going to Russia. 

M: have the students been accepted for 
the fall semester?
S.D.: We sent a few letters of offer; 
but because we have three intakes 
in a 12-month period, it’ll be a con-
stant recruiting and accepting. At the 
moment, we have sent out some let-
ters of offer, but there are a few more 
things that have to fall in to place 
before we actually get students. They 
have to get their visas, they have to 
get their paperwork all sorted out. 
They have to accept the offers, as well.

M: have there been a lot of applications?
S.D.: There’s been some. We’re very, 
very new. We need to get on the 
map as a new college. So considering 
that, people are interested, absolutely. 
We’re going to be printing out bro-
chures and sending them out. We’ve 
had some calls inquiring about us.

M: Do you expect enrolment in the first 
semester in September to be full?
S.D.: We’ll take as many students as 
we can. We have no idea how many 

we’ll get.
If we got 40 or 50 students we’d 

be very pleased.

M: What kind of services the student will 
be able to use?
S.D.: All of the student services that 
are available at the university are 
meant to be available to our students 
because they’ll be paying a fee for that. 
So, the computers, the libraries . . . 

M: Where are you working from right 
now? 
S.D.: We have two sort of tempo-
rary offices at the Crop Technology 
Centre.

M: have classrooms been allocated for 
ICM yet?
S.D.: No. We know we’re going to be 
located on the Fort Garry campus, 
but that’s still being worked out. . . . 
There’s no rush. We have six or seven 
months before we need to start our 
term.

M: What is your vision for the school?
S.D.: I’m hoping that we can establish 
ourselves as a college that provides an 
exceptional education environment 
that really helps students meet their 
goals and fulfill their dreams of get-
ting a post-secondary education in a 
Canadian university.

M: Do you have any comments on the 
controversy over the agreement that 
occurred at the U of M?
S.D.: Not really. That I don’t think 
is an ICM issue; that’s a university 
issue.

Online tutOr service Open fOr business: cO-OrdinatOr
Learning Assistance 
Centre hired more tutors 
to encourage students to 
submit essays

MorgAN MoDJESkI, stAff

students seeking feedback on 
essays should submit them 
online to the university’s 

Learning Assistance Centre, accord-
ing to the Miriam Unruh, thecentre’s 
co-ordinator.

The learning assistance centre 
(LAC) has been offering students 
help with writing skills, note-taking 
skills, study methods, and time man-
agement since 1983, according to 
Unruh, . 

The online service was set up in 
2006, but was a “low-key” tool, said 
Unruh. 

“I was pretty slow about advertis-
ing [the online learning assistance 
centre] — mainly because it was a 
new service and I did not have very 
many tutors. I did not want us to get 
too many requests and not able to fill 
them all.”

For the first two years of the 

online program, there were two 
tutors who were trained for online 
tutoring. Now there are seven fully 
trained tutors available to work on 
essays submitted online. 

Students can e-mail their essays 
from their university accounts, ask-
ing for advice on specific questions 
and help with common concerns: 
thesis statement, logic, organization, 
coherence, citations and grammar. 

Unruh estimated that approxi-
mately eight students submit essays 
per week, or 30-40 per month. This 
is an increase from last year, when an 
estimated 20-30 students used the 
service.

“My goal is for the students who 
would find this service useful [is] 
to be able to access it. So it sort of 
depends on the students and what 
the need is.” 

The online resource is designed to 
help students who are unable to access 
the service on campus because of geo-
graphical and scheduling reasons.

“We have a fair number of students 
who take courses, who are in northern 
Manitoba and in the outlying rural 
communities who might come in for 
courses but leave immediately or who 
are mature students with kids and 
jobs, and coming into see a writing 
tutor is complicated,” said Unruh.

“Some students don’t necessarily 
want to go see someone face-to-face,” 
she said. “They’re insecure, thinking 
people will assume they don’t know 
how to write.”

Unruh also noted that some stu-
dents use the resource to ensure that 

“they’re on the right track,” before sub-
mitting their papers in class. 

The LAC offers professors pam-
phlets to distribute to students at the 
beginning of the term.

According to Anita Ens, an LAC 
learning skills specialist, four profes-
sors have already taken them up on 
the deal.

David Annandale, an English 
instructor, said that he handed out 
pamphlets to his students in part to 
make the transition from high school 
to university easier. 

 “Well, I think it gives [students] 
an additional resource, especially 
in [their] first year. The transition 
between high school and university 
can be difficult, and the demand 
placed on essay writing in particular 
can be a real challenge for students,” 
he said.

“Since classes are so huge, there 
are limits to how much time any one 
instructor can spend with any one 
student, and it’s a valuable resource 
for students to have somewhere to go 

on top of their instructor to get help 
with their work.”

The LAC has provided letters 
offering their online services to 
Extended Education professors, who 
are passing them on to their students. 
The LAC has also requested the front 
page of the university’s website to 
advertise the online resources.

Last year, there were 2,700 
appointments made at LAC. Sixty 
per cent of the students who use their 
services are University 1 students, 
according to Unruh. The LAC offices 
are located on the first floor of Tier, 
across from the University 1 office.

The Toban is online:
WWW.THEMANITOBAN.COM
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St. Paul’s College & Chaplaincy 
note: sunday Masses in Christ the King ChaPel st Paul’s 

College are now at 11:30 a.M. weeKday Masses: tuesdays to 
Fridays at 12:00 in the side ChaPel. all are welCoMe! saCra-
Ment oF reConCiliation with Fr daryl by aPPointMent.

aCathist evening Prayer and tour at the blessed vasyl 
velyChKovsKy shrine wednesday, noveMber 21 at 7:00 P.M.; 
Pot-luCK suPPer and Movie siCKo by M.Moore disCussion 
night, 6:00 P.M. hanley hall, noveMber 23rd; ContaCt toM 
robertson

euCharistiC worshiP and Praise Friday, noveMber 30th 
7:00-8:00 P.M. in Christ the King ChaPel.

Join us in other aCtivities: outreaCh (volunteering in the 
inner City, develoPMent and PeaCe, etC.), soCial events, etC. 
For More inForMation Call: 

• Sr. ElainE BaEtE, DirEctor of chaplaincy, 
rM #221, ebaete@CC.uManitoba.Ca tel: 474-9784 
• tom roBErtSon, Social anD outrEach miniStry, 

rM #222, uMrobe78@CC.uManitoba.Ca tel: 474-6847 
• fr. Daryl miranDa, SJ: part-timE chaplain 

rM #222, dMiranda@Jesuits.Ca tel 474-6847

SyphiliS ratES Soaring
AShlEy gABoUry

s ince 1997, there has been a 
steady increase of the inci-
dence of syphilis infections in 

Canada. The reported rate of syphi-
lis has increased ninefold, to 3.5 
per 100,000 in 2004 from 0.4 per 
100,000 in 1997, according to the 
most recent data available from the 
Pubic Health Agency of Canada.

While the rate of infection 
is increasing in both males and 
females, men accounted for 88 per 
cent of reported cases in 2004. 

Over the past 10 years, syphi-
lis outbreaks have been reported 
in cities across Canada, including 
Winnipeg, Vancouver, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Toronto, Ottawa and 
Montreal, according to the 2004 
Canadian STI Surveillance Report.

Syphilis is a sexually transmit-
ted infection (STI) that can be 
transmitted through sexual inter-
course, sharing needles or passed 
from mother to infant during birth, 
according to the Public Health 
Agency of Canada (PHAC). 

The first stage of syphilis is char-
acterized by a painless sore known 
as a chancre, which may disappear 
on its own even though the person 
remains infected. Untreated, syphi-
lis can progress across three stages, 
which include the primary, second-
ary and late stage. Once the infec-
tion reaches the last stage, it can 
spread to the organs and brain. 

In the past, syphilis often pro-
gressed to brain damage and then 
death, according to Janice Janzen, 
a registered nurse for the University 
of Manitoba’s Health Services.

“It used to be known as the 

‘crazy man disease’ because it would 
spread to your brain and organs, 
and you used to not be able to do 
anything about it.”

The steady rise of reported syph-
ilis infections over the last decade 
has been due to a combination of 
factors, the main one being unsafe 
sex practices, according to Rhonda 
Kropp, head of strategic analysis 
and knowledge transfer of the STI 
section at the PHAC. 

“We always stress to use a con-
dom and know your partners as well 
before you become sexually active 
with them.”

Kropp said that decreased worry  
about the risk of HIV is a factor in 
the increased rates of syphilis. 

“Given that there are HIV treat-
ment drugs available that decrease 
the morbidity associated with 
HIV, people aren’t seeing HIV as 
the death sentence they may have 
before, so they are less concerned 
with practicing safer sex in relation 
to HIV.”

General lack of awareness is 
also a problem, according to Kropp, 
occurring both in the general popu-
lation as well as with many health 
practitioners who are not aware of 
the increasing prevalence of the 
infection.

Contrary to the popular belief 
that young adults are most at risk 
for contracting syphilis, it is in 
fact men over 30 years of age who 
accounted for about 74 per cent 
of cases in 2006. Kropp said that 
this is related to data showing an 
increase in transmittance between 
men over 30 who are having sex 
with other men.

“There have also been hetero-
sexual outbreaks reported . . . many 
of those linked to female sex-trade 

workers.”
While young adults do not have 

the highest rate of syphilis infec-
tions, they may still be at risk for 
becoming infected with syphilis. 
Janzen links this to the potential 
lifestyle of young adults.

“They might not be in a monoga-
mous relationship yet and have 
other contacts. Some of them just 
have a riskier lifestyle sometimes . . . 
they think they’re invincible.”

While the PHAC does not 
have any current goals related to 
the reduction of syphilis rates in 
Canada, Kropp did stress the need 
for increasing public awareness in 
regards to STIs.

“Increasing the awareness of STIs, 
especially amongst youth who carry 
the vast majority of the burden of 
STIs in Canada is very important, 
and encouraging youth who are 
practicing unsafe sex to get tested is 
very important.”

Kropp also said that having any 
STI increases your chances of con-
tracting HIV. Data has shown the 
outbreaks of syphilis across Canada 
have coincided with high rates of 
HIV infection.

Because syphilis is a bacterial 
infection and not a virus it can be 
treated. Kropp encouraged anyone 
who has practiced unsafe sex to get 
tested because treatment is usually a 
single dose of antibiotics.

“[At the clinic] we’ll treat you, 
but [your partner] will go on spread-
ing it. So it’s really like a sort of tree 
branch,” she said. “Here is this one 
person [we’ve treated], but it keeps 
on spreading because you can’t get 
to everyone.”

11 StUdEntS May havE votEd twicE
‘It still bothers me to know that my name is on an envelope with my votes in it’: Engineering UMSU rep

MAgAlly ZElAyA, stAff

During the three days of UMSU 
elections, 11 students were 
entered into the voting system 

twice, according to Stephanie Fera, 
the chief returning officer (CRO), 
who managed the election.

Two students from each of the 
faculties of University 1, science, 
engineering, architecture, kinesiol-
ogy and recreation management, and 
one student from the Faculty of Arts 
had their student numbers come up 
on the system as already having voted 
when they arrived at the polls.

Fera said that such incidents are 
part of the process and are not a result 
of a software or computer glitch. 

Before voting, all students were 
required to present their student card; 
the election poll clerks recorded the 
student’s number as having voted. 

One potential source of error that 
Fera cited was that the poll clerks 
incorrectly recorded some students’ 
numbers. 

It is also possible that a student 
may have attempted to vote twice.

“I suspect those individuals are 
either trying to cast multiple votes 

for the candidates which they sup-
port, and/or are trying to ‘test’ the 
system,” Fera wrote in an e-mail to 
the Manitoban.

“If we can verify that this person 
has voted twice, then that will be 
brought to the attention of their fac-
ulty, and they could face penalties,” 
she said.

On the last day of elections, Fera 
said that there was no cause for con-
cern and that the incidents would 

have no impact on the election 
results.

“It’s not anything to be alarmed 
about,” she said. “It’s something that 
we are proactive in dealing with and 
have a procedure in place to make 
sure that it’s still a fair election and 
that the results are in fact what the 
students want.”

If the system shows that a stu-
dent has already voted, the student 
is still allowed to vote but the bal-

lots are “double enveloped,” said 
Fera. However, the student must first 
take a verbal “Oath After Challenge” 
pledging that they have not voted 
before and are legally entitled to 
vote.

In double enveloping, the stu-
dent is given a small envelope to seal 
their ballots in.  The small envelope 
is then placed in a larger envelope, 
on which the poll clerk writes the 
student’s name and student number 
before sealing it.

“That way they can still cast their 
vote, but, when we reconcile all the 
different voters’ logs, we make sure 
that that person in fact has not voted 
twice,” said Fera.

If a student’s number has been 
marked as voted by a poll clerk, the 
ballots are counted. If a student 
intentionally voted twice the ballots 
are not counted.

Though double enveloping will 
track the accuracy of the votes, it 
does not guarantee anonymity of 
votes — a concern held by Travis 
Friesen, one of two UMSU council 
representatives for the Faculty of 
Engineering.

Friesen was told he had already 
voted when he gave his number at 

the polling station and had to double 
envelope his ballots. 

“The clerks followed proper proce-
dure, with the double enveloping and 
everything, but it still bothers me to 
know that my name is on an enve-
lope with my votes in it,” he said. 

“Someone could easily find out 
whom I voted for, if he or she wanted 
to. I am confident that no one 
involved with the process would lack 
the integrity to do so, or even that 
anyone would have any desire to find 
out how Travis Friesen voted, but the 
potential remains.”

Fera maintained that double 
enveloping ensures anonymity and 
confidentiality.

President-elect Jonny Sopotiuk 
said he thinks double enveloping 
may have put voters off.

“Students were able to put their 
votes in a sealed ballot, but I think 
that’s pretty discouraging for any 
student who wants to go vote and is 
told they’ve already voted,” he said.  

“So, absolutely, it’s something that 
should be investigated.” 

Selected countries by likelihood 
of syphilis infection

Russia 173,470 (2003). 1.2 in 10,000
India 18,401 (2005). 1.6 in 100,000
U.K. 1,580 (2004).  2.6 in 100,000
Canada  1,011 (2006). 3.5 in 100,000
Cameroon 1,841 (2003).  5 in 100,000 
Ukraine 23,109 (2004).   5 in 100,000
Mongolia 2,387 (2005).  9.1 in 100,000 
Spain 1,051 (2004).  2.3 in 1,000,000
United States 7,980 (2004). 2.6 in 1,000,000
Germany 2,932 (2003).  3.6 in 1,000,000
Australia 1,627 (2004). 7.7 in 1,000,000
Serbia and Montenegro 70 (2004). 8.3 in 1,000,000
China 113,688 (2005).  8.6 in 10,000,000
Iceland 3 (2003).  9.6 in 10,000,000

Source: WHO, Public Health Agency of Canada
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Plan to attend Summer Session

The Class Schedule is online at 
umanitoba.ca/summer
Call (204) 474-7018 for information

The Summer Session Calendar can be picked up at

Extended Education 

ryersOn student failed fOr facebOOk study grOup
Student could face possible expulsion

ADrIAN MorroW, thE EyEoPEnEr 
(ryErson UnIvErsIty)

tORONTO (CUP) — A first-year 
student at Ryerson University 
could be expelled for running an 

online study group through the pop-
ular social-networking site Facebook.
com.

Chris Avenir, a chemical engi-
neering student, joined the Facebook 
group to help himself and others 
study for upcoming test and assign-
ments. The group, “The Dungeon/
Mastering Chemistry Solutions,” 
eventually developed 146 members.

After a university administra-
tor discovered the group, however, 
Avenir’s professor gave him an F in 
the course, charged him with aca-
demic misconduct and recommended 
that he be expelled. 

Of the 146 members, Avenir was 
singled out because he was designated 
as a group administrator. He now 
says that he is being treated unfairly, 
especially since he never posted any 
answers on the discussion pages.

“What we did wasn’t any different 
than tutoring, than tri-mentoring, 
than having a library study group,” 
Avenir said. “I’m being charged with 
something I didn’t commit.”

This is the first strike in a new 
offensive by Ryerson University to 
try and crack down on student con-
duct on the Internet and off-campus. 
A policy has been introduced to the 
university’s senate that would extend 
its Non-Academic Student Code of 
Conduct to incidents that happen 
online.

“The student code of conduct 
needed updating, recognizing that 
there are things like Facebook, 
YouTube, stuff like that out there,” 
said Ryerson President Sheldon Levy.

The change to the policy was 
partly prompted by Ryerson students 
who set up “white culture” groups on 

Facebook last year.
The proposed policy changes 

would give the school the power to 
punish students for infractions that 
happen off-campus if they’re using 
the Ryerson name at the time.

The policy and Avenir’s pending 
expulsion have ignited student oppo-
sition to the university’s bid for more 
authority over student behaviour.

“The university is interfering in 
students’ personal lives,” said Salman 
Omer, a third-year aerospace engi-
neering student and Senate mem-
ber. “This is an infringement of our 
rights.”

But the fight is only the latest 
chapter in a trend at North American 
universities to police students’ online 
activities, opening a debate on secu-

rity culture. 
South of the border, Georgia’s 

Valdosta State University expelled 
student Hayden Barnes in January 
for posting a collage online that made 
fun of the school president.

When Trent University in 
Peterborough, Ont. tried to bring in a 
similar policy, 2,000 students signed 
a petition to have the policy killed. 

“People really feel that the Internet 
shouldn’t be policed,” said Tyler 
Roach, president of the Trent Central 
Students’ Association. “There’s a 
large contingent [of students] that 
thinks we shouldn’t even have a stu-
dent non-academic policy.”

Kim Neale, student issues and 
advocacy co-ordinator with the 
Ryerson Students’ Union, thinks the 

move to police students’ activities 
outside school will create a culture of 
fear on campus. 

“When did we lose faith in our 
students and how they behave?” 
Neale asked.

The issue highlights a generation 
gap between students who use the 
Internet as an informal forum and 
school administrators who are trying 
to figure out how to deal with it, she 
said.

“I don’t think any university has 
caught up with the technology,” she 
said, pointing out that none of the 
adult members of the Senate com-
mittee that drafted the policy have a 
Facebook account. 

The committee made a few com-
promises for students — such as pro-
tecting the right of students to hold 
protests off campus — but refused to 
budge on the Internet policy.

Levy maintained that the policy 
strikes a balance between students’ 
rights and the university’s desire to 
hold them accountable for what hap-
pens online.

“There’s lots of opportunities for a 
complaints process and appeals pro-
cess as with all policies,” he said.

Now that the policy has been 
presented to Senate, there’s a month 
until it gets voted on. Some are fight-
ing the policy by getting gangs of 
students to come to Senate and sign 
a petition.

So far, Avenir is the only mem-
ber of the Facebook group charged 
with academic misconduct on the 
Internet.

Avenir now has an appeal sched-
uled for March 11 and, even if he 
wins, he’s hoping to get his friends 
involved in the fight to get the policy 
changed. 

Avenir has already missed one 
appeal because the school informed 
him of it in an e-mail rather than 
calling him. He thinks it’s ironic 
that the school would embrace one 
form of technology while punishing 
another.

“It’s stupid to reject new technol-
ogy,” he said. “If they win this, it will 
set a precedent.”

Bookstore clients 
defrauded in deBit scam

SArAh BABBAgE, thE McGILL DAILy 
(McGILL UnIvErsIty)

MONTREAL (CUP) — 
Several students who shopped 
at the McGill Bookstore early 

this semester were victims of a debit 
card fraud operation.

Students reported having 
amounts up to $1,000 extracted from 
their accounts after using their cards 
at the bookstore between Jan. 2 and 
Jan. 18, according to Douglas Sweet, 
the director of McGill’s media rela-
tions office.

“The university understands there 
was a card-cloning operation of some 
kind at the bookstore,” Sweet said.

Card cloning is a common fraud 
practice that occurs when a debit card 
is processed through a machine that 
accesses and stores the card’s infor-
mation. Someone later retrieves and 
abuses the information.

“I went to the bank to ask why my 
card wouldn’t work, and they told 
me $1,000 had been taken out of 
my account,” said Andrew, a student 
who requested that his last name not 
be included.

Ivy Johnson, another student, had 
a similar experience.

“The bank said my card had prob-
ably been double-swiped to store my 
information and someone had seen 
my PIN,” Johnson said.

Upon learning about the situa-
tion, Max Silverman, vice-president 
(external) of the university’s under-
graduate students’ union, published 
a Facebook.com note requesting 
anyone who believes that their bank 
accounts were compromised to come 
forward.

The note drew 17 comments in 
two days.

“It was interesting, in my mind, 
how many people responded so 
quickly to the note,” Silverman said. 

“There definitely is a problem in the 
area.”

It is unclear how many students 
were victims of card-cloning activi-
ties. Banks are hesitant to discuss the 
matter due to issues of libel and confi-
dentiality, but upon requesting a new 
card, some students have reported 
being asked if they went to McGill.

Chris Sze Cheuk Cheung, a 
McGill student and an employee at a 
Montreal bank, explained that banks 
were alerted of the activity.

“Thursday [Feb. 14], we got a 
list of compromised debit cards, 
[mine included],” Cheung posted 
on Facebook, explaining that when 
cardholders came to get new cards, 
his co-worker asked where they went 
to school.

“Everyone was from McGill!” 
Cheung wrote.

Banks are required to reimburse 
victims for their losses. Melanie 
Minos, manager of media relations 
at the Canadian Banking Association, 
urged consumers to obscure the ter-
minal when entering their PIN.

“In these situations there is usually 
a pinhole camera somewhere nearby 
to capture the PIN. A skimmed debit 
card is useless without it,” Minos 
said.

She also said that not all the stu-
dents necessarily had money taken 
from their account.

“Once the location of a fraud has 
been detected, the bank launches an 
immediate investigation and may put 
blocks on other cards that use that 
terminal as a protection measure,” 
Minos said.

McGill is unaware of any perma-
nent losses to cardholders but urges 
anyone who used their debit card 
at the bookstore in early January to 
check their bank account status with 
their financial institution to ensure 
there are no irregularities.

According to Sweet, the University 
is still examining the situation, inves-
tigating the Bookstore and Moneris, 
the company that handles the book-
store’s bank transactions.

Facebook: source of knowledge or expulsion?
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HELPING STUDENTS FOR 20 YEARS 
Dates and times for weekly sessions and exam prep 
seminars, and more details are on the website.  Get 

FREE help with your homework on-line, too! 

grantstutoring.com 

FINAL EXAM PREP SEMINARS 
 LINEAR ALGEBRA &  

 MATRICES ON APR. 5 
 STATS 2 ON APR. 6 
 CALCULUS ON APR. 12 
 STATS 1 ON APR. 13 

GO TO THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER. 
Bring this ad to any of Grant’s one-day exam prep seminars for 

$10 off! (Limit one per seminar.) 

Grant’s Tutoring 
489-2884  

UMSU Notes
ChElSE MCkEE, stAff

the University of Manitoba Students’ 
Union (UMSU) holds open council 
meetings every second Thursday at 

6 p.m. in 176 Helen Glass. The most 
recent meeting was held on March 6, 
2008.

With only one week since the last 
UMSU council meeting, members 
were left with very little new business 
to discuss.

Hal Brownlee, chair of UMSU 
council, was absent from the meet-
ing, leaving Garry Sran, president of 
UMSU, to take over the chair’s duties 
for the evening. 

Sran explained to a fellow coun-
cil member before the meeting began 
that Brownlee had not discussed any-
thing with him regarding his absence 
prior to the meeting.

During the executive report, 
Sran explained that a new manager 
for Degree’s, the on-campus restau-
rant, had been hired to replace Drew 
Pelton, who had been the manager for 
the last six years. Thomas Blumer, the 
new hire, has already begun work-
ing evenings and will begin full time 
with duties on March 17. 

Sran described Blumer as a “nice, 
cool guy,” who was “happy to be join-
ing [the union].”

Blumer joins the union after 
spending nine years as a restaurant 
manager with Versatech Industries.

For the finance committee, Mike 
Einarson, vice-president (internal), 
announced that the group would be 
preparing the budget for the council’s 
review and discussing the discretion-
ary expenses in the coming week. 

Einarson continued speaking for 
the health and dental plan committee, 
saying that the winter term opt-outs 
were “successful.” The committee 

also approved three opt-in appeals, 
two family coverage appeals, and 
three opt-out appeals. 

For the campaign and govern-
ment relations committee, Amanda 
Johnson, vice-president (external), 
explained that the issue regarding the 
times for the bus route between the 
Fort Garry and the Bannatyne cam-
pus was a waiting game. 

“[We’re] still waiting to hear back 
from parking officials . . . we’ll wait to 
hear that they have to say.”

At the Feb. 26 council meeting, 
members passed a motion stating 
that UMSU found Canadian Blood 
Services (CBS) donor application to 
be “homophobic and discriminatory.” 
During that meeting, Sran had men-
tioned that CBS was meeting with 
unions across Canada, including the 
University of Winnipeg Students’ 
Association (UWSA) on March 20.

At the March 6 meeting, Sran 
announced that UMSU now had an 
appointment with CBS, which would 
be held alongside UWSA’s meeting 
at the University of Winnipeg. Red 
River College had also been invited 
to attend the meeting but had not yet 
confirmed. In addition to the unions, 
representatives from the campus’ 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der groups would also be attending 
as well as a representative from the 
University of Manitoba’s Rainbow 
Pride Mosaic group. 

At the meeting with CBS, UMSU 
planned to bring forth concerns 
expressed about the questionnaire 
and any other concerns members 
may have. 

Near the conclusion of the meet-
ing, Sran added that the year-in-
review annual general meeting would 
be held on March 31 in the University 
Centre MPR room from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Senate Notes
MAgAlly ZElAyA, stAff

senate is the highest academic gov-
erning body at the University of 
Manitoba, comprised of admin-

istrators, deans, directors, and elected 
professors and students. Senate meets 
on the first Wednesday of every month 
in Engineering 2, Room 262; the next 
meeting will be held on April 2.

The March 5 meeting got off to 
a confidential start with an immedi-
ate closed session lasting 40 minutes, 
during which the Senate’s planning 
and priorities committee presented 
their confidential report on Project 
Domino — the details of the infra-
structure-related major redevelop-
ment have yet to be released.

University president Emöke 
Szathmáry reported that she had 
spent the last week of February in 
Australia on a trade mission led by 
the province’s premier, Gary Doer. 
While in Australia, Szathmáry signed 
agreements with various Australian 
universities that will facilitate stu-
dent exchanges.

As well, Szathmáry reported that 
both the provincial government and 
Australian state governments com-
mitted to funding joint research 
ventures that are of mutual interest, 

including issues related to cancer 
and agricultural biotechnology. She 
also named a number of U of M pro-
fessors who are directly involved in 
the joint projects.

Deborah McCallum, vice-presi-
dent (administration) reported that 
the results from fire drills conducted 
last November are now posted on the 
university’s Environmental Health 
and Safety Office website. She asked 
deans to review the summary reports 
and take notes of the scores assigned 
to their buildings.

McCallum also announced that 
construction of the Library Storage 
Annex and the Aboriginal Centre 
are on schedule for completion in the 
spring and that the Apotex Centre, 
for the Faculty of Pharmacy, is 
scheduled to open July 1. She noted 
that the contractor of the Robert B. 
Schultz lecture theatre “has really let 
us down.” Construction on the lec-
ture theatre has been delayed and is 
expected to be complete on June 15.

Navitas, the company behind the 
International College of Manitoba, a 
two-year pathway program for inter-
national students, was once again up 
for discussion. A framework docu-
ment outlining the academic por-
tions of the university’s contract with 
Navitas is now available.

Though a few senators continued 
to express concern over the institute, 
set to open in September, Sazthmáry 
addressed the issues and cited the 
development of an academic over-
sight committee as a future channel 
to deal with ongoing concerns.

Szathmáry expressed her regret 
that the project was not discussed 
earlier in the negotiation process 
and said, “I think Senate does 
deserve an apology.”  She made a 
call to “suspend judgment” and “just 
try to make this work” and added 
that the partnership “can only work 
with the assistance of the academic 
community.”

The meeting closed with the 
renewed affiliation between the U 
of M and the Collège universitaire 
de Saint-Boniface (CUSB) being put 
forth. CUSB is a founding college of 
the U of M, and the affiliation has 
been in existence since 1877. The 
affiliation was last updated in 1972. 

CUSB president Raymande 
Gagner spoke to the renewal both in 
English and French. 

Szathmáry called the affiliation a 
“point of pride” and a “vote of confi-
dence in what we do.”

This month’s meeting was the 
last for student senators whose terms 
end March 31.

blOOd services begins research 
On ‘hOmOphObic’ questiOn

ChElSE MCkEE, stAff

canadian Blood Services (CBS) 
has begun research into the 
high-risk behaviour of potential 

blood donors as well as the applica-
tion questions that ask a male donor 
if they have had sex with another 
man since 1977 and that ask female 
donors whether they have had sex 
with a man who has done the latter. 
An affirmative answer to either ques-
tion would deem the applicant ineli-
gible to donate blood.

“What’s neat now is that we have 

a timeline for the research,” Lindy 
McIntyre, a media representative for 
the CBS prairie region, said. 

With hopes of receiving grant 
money come summer, CBS plans 
to hand in a preliminary report to 
the CBS Board of Directors in early 
2009. 

At the March 6 University of 
Manitoba Student Union council 
meeting, members passed the motion 
acknowledging that the “question-
naire used by [CBS] is known to be 
homophobic and discriminatory.”

Daniel Draper, the LGBTT stu-

dent representative for UMSU coun-
cil and the member who brought 
forth the motion to council, said 
that he hoped that UMSU’s motion, 
like other universities’ across Canada, 
motivated CBS to begin research.

“It would show the strength of the 
students’ [organizing] power . . . that 
we had an effect in this form.”

McIntyre said that CBS continu-
ously researches policies and “making 
sure that our policies are in the best 
interest of Canadians.

“Any change [to a policy] needs 
to have scientific research to back it. 
. . . A lot of the research just hasn’t 
existed. A lot of the science just hasn’t 
existed.”

McIntyre emphasized that the 
current policy of males who have 
had sex with males (MSM) was not 
meant to discriminate against homo-
sexual men.

“It could be bisexual, experimen-
tation. Anything like that; so it’s not 
meant to be discriminatory.”

In April 2007, CBS, along with 
groups like the Canadian Federation 
of Students and health-care profes-
sionals, gathered for a consultation 
regarding the MSM issue. One area 
brought up was the issue of a deferral 
time period for MSM of one to five 
years and whether that could be con-
sidered an option, which the groups, 
according to McIntyre, considered it 

“unacceptable tokenism.”
A result of the consultation was 

to keep the existing CBS policy while 
continuing to seek research in the 
area of high-risk behaviour. 

CBS is scheduled to have a meet-
ing regarding the donor application 
with UMSU and the University 
of Winnipeg Students’ Association 
on March 20 at the University of 
Winnipeg.

 

n e w s  b r i e f s
Chelse mCkee and magally zelaya, Staff

Manitoba government 
grants virtual reality

On March 10, Jim Rondeau, 
Minister for Science, Technology, 
Energy and Mines, announced that 
the Manitoban government will pro-
vide $100,000 annually for the new 
Virtual Reality Applications Fund.

The fund is designated to assist 
companies financially that wish to 
use the Virtual Reality Centre, which 
is located in Smart Park near the 
University of Manitoba’s Fort Garry 
campus. 

Virtual reality allows users to 
interact in a computer-simulated envi-
ronment and has been developed for 
such enterprises as scientific research, 
gaming and prototyping.

Manitoba Hydro used the Virtual 
Reality Centre during the prelimi-
nary design stage of their new down-
town location to see how the building 
would appear in 3D form. 

Another company that used the 
centre was the Canadian Science 
Centre for Human and Animal 
Health, which used virtual reality to 
research techniques in training per-
sonnel in its facilities. 

Elders and traditional 
teachers gather at the U 
of M

The seventh annual Elders and 
Traditional Teachers Gathering was 
held at the university over the week-
end of March 7 and 8 on the second 
floor of University Centre.

Workshops, traditional games, 
crafts, Inuit throat-singers, aborigi-
nal dancers, Métis jiggers, a pipe cer-
emony, a celebration of International 
Women’s day, a feast, and several 
notable speakers made up the two-
day gathering.

The theme of this year’s gathering 
was “Seven Generations,” and both 
locals and visitors led teaching circles.

Featured guests included Arvol 
Looking (Lakota), keeper of the 
Sacred White Buffalo Calf Pipe, who 
has spoken to the Dali Lama, Bill 
Clinton, Desmond Tutu, and before 
the United Nations, according to 
his biography, in the gathering’s 
program.

The celebration and exploration of 
traditional aboriginal knowledge was 
open to all and was sponsored by the 
Aboriginal Student Centre, the native 
studies department, the Aboriginal 
Student’s Association, and by Bear 
Paw Security Services.
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the manitoban is hiring an editor-in-chief and managing 
editor for the 2007-08 term. applications are due on Fri-
day, march 14, and should include a resume, cover letter, 
and for editor-in-chief, up to 10 clippings.
 
Please submit applications to hiring@themanitoban.com 
or 105 University Centre. all candidates must have been 
students at a post-secondary institution within the last 
two years. 

remuneration for both positions is $20,500 per year. For 
more information, please visit www.themanitoban.com 
or contact hiring@themanitoban.com. 

Want to get paid the big bucks 
to run your student newspaper? 

standing up fOr the Manitoban
Bias is in the eye of the beholder

TESSA VANDERHART, stAff sixth viewpoint, either because no one 
is expressing it, because we are lazy, 
or because we, as journalists, are in a 
privileged position — we have more 
facts than the general public — and 
it’s the gravest injustice not to use 
them, not to ask questions and seek 
answers. 

This is what is wrong with bias in 
news — not asking someone seeking 
public office a question that he doesn’t 
approve of. 

On March 26 at 5 p.m., the 
Manitoban will have its first-ever open 
house, followed by a semi-annual 
general meeting (it will not be legally 
binding). If you have concerns, come 
and air them. We will be discussing 
having a student ombudsperson or 
persons, a public editor, seeking next 
year’s student representatives to our 
board of directors, and hearing your 
concerns. 

And if you still don’t like the 
Manitoban, to paraphrase how we 
put it last year — take a look at the ad 
directly below this article. 

There are lots of things we 
can’t say in the Manitoban. 
The most recent example: 

there was no way to state the obvious 
in news editor Magally Zelaya’s article 
this week on voting irregularities in 
the UMSU election. To be specific, 
there is what seems to me to be blatant 
evidence of election fraud — students 
who swear they have not previously 
voted being told that according to the 
list, they have indeed voted — but as 
there is no hard proof, nor an objective 
complainant, we could not state this 
perfectly logical idea in the article. 
Therein lies both the beauty and the 
folly of “news” stories: people expect 
them to be objective, and as they have 
spent absolutely no time thinking 
about how news comes to them, they 
see this statement of probable fact, of 
a third viable option, as bias. 

Stephen J. Ward, chair of the 
University of British Columbia 
journalism school and Canada’s 
expert on journalism ethics, writes 
on his website journalismethics.ca 

that journalists have three sources of 
duties: the general duties of a citizen, 
the social duties that accompany the 
privilege they have to ask questions 
in society, and the responsibility to 
consider the implications of their 
reportage. 

Further: “A question in journalism 
is “ethical” if it asks the following 
questions: Is the action consistent with 
journalism’s public purpose, which is 
based on some view of the good for 
citizens and society? Does it violate 
or enhance the principles that express 
this public role?”

I present these words to you 
because I strongly believe that the 
Manitoban, in this specific case 
myself and news editor Chelse McKee, 
fulfilled the ethical requirements 
addressed by Ward to the very best of 
our abilities, and in no way harmed 
the person or campaign of the 
Regressive Conservative slate in the 
UMSU election. 

The allegations levelled against the 
Manitoban, in letters to the editor (pg. 
10) and in my e-mail inbox, are that 
we published the story “Regressive 
Conservatives: a joke slate?” in an act 
of deliberate bias, influenced by worry 

that if elected, they would cut funding 
to the Manitoban. 

Frankly, it was odd that UMSU 
candidate Pierce Cairns continued to 
threaten the Manitoban after I told 
him, nicely, on our first meeting that 
the Manitoban is fully autonomous 
from UMSU, financially and 
editorially. But because of that legally 
binding agreement, I can assure you, 
there was absolutely no threat levelled 
against us by the slate. 

I assigned McKee to write a story 
addressing the question on every 
student (that cares about the election)’s 
lips: are the Regressive Conservatives 
a joke slate? According to UMSU 
bylaws, as the story clearly stated, they 
were not. However, to say that this is 
not a legitimate question is ludicrous. 
If the Manitoban were to not report 
on the legitimacy of the slate, frankly, 
we would be failing students — it 
hardly seems more pressing that we 
run a boring, and more easily biased, 
description of the campus debates 
than a story, with interviews and 
research, that addressed what was on 
(some) students’ minds. 

In addition, I should add, it was a 
particularly issue-less UMSU election, 

and as Cairns himself asserted, part 
of his campaign intention was to stir 
interest. 

I remain truly disappointed by 
pitiful response to the Regressive 
Conservatives’ self-acknowledgedly 
boundary-pushing campaign. I 
foolishly thought that political debate 
and humour would garner many more 
votes than the 9.7 per cent Cairns 
received. 

Whatever the effect — probably 
just additional publicity — the 
Manitoban staged no attack on the 
Regressive Conservatives. I thought, 
and continue to think, that we acted 
in the best interests of our paid 
subscribers, the students, in asking an 
interesting and unanswered question. 

I contend that the worst kind of 
bias is the bias of omission: the bias 
that we would have been forced to 
commit this week, regarding the 
UMSU election, had I not managed 
to work it in to this editorial. This 
means limiting our stories to the same 
interviewees, the same viewpoints; 
following the three-sources rule I 
hegemonically attempt to apply to 
the paper, and never taking it farther; 
failing to find the fourth or fifth or 



A “volunteer staff” member is defined as a person who has had three vol-
unteer articles, photographs, or pieces of art of reasonable length and/or 
substance published in three different issues of the current publishing 
year of the Manitoban. Any individual who qualifies must be voted in by a 
majority vote at a Manitoban staff meeting. Elected representatives and 
non-students may be excluded from holding votes as volunteer staff 
members in accordance with the Manitoban constitution.

the Manitoban is the official student newspaper of the University of 
Manitoba. It is published monthly during the summer and each week 
during the academic year by the Manitoban newspaper Publications 
corporation.

the Manitoban is an independent and democratic student organization, 
open to participation from all students. It exists to serve its readers as 
students and citizens.

the newspaper’s primary mandate is to report fairly and objectively on 
issues and events of importance and interest to the students of the Uni-
versity of Manitoba, to provide an open forum for the free expression and 
exchange of opinions and ideas, and to stimulate meaningful debate on 
issues that affect or would otherwise be of interest to the student body 
and/or society in general. the Manitoban serves as a training ground for 
students interested in any aspect of journalism.

students and other interested parties are invited to contribute to any 
section of the newspaper. Please contact the appropriate editor for 
submission guidelines. the Manitoban reserves the right to edit all 
submissions and will not publish any material deemed by its editorial 
board to be discriminatory, racist, sexist, homophobic or libellous. opin-
ions expressed in letters and articles are solely those of the authors. 
Editorials in the Manitoban are signed and represent the opinions of the 
writer(s), not necessarily those of the Manitoban staff, Editorial Board, 
or the publisher.

the Manitoban is a member of the canadian University Press, a national 
student press cooperative with approximately 65 members from st. 
John's to victoria. the Manitoban recognizes its sister paper, the Gate-
way at the U of A, whom we love dearly (and yes, in that way).

All contents are ©2008 and may not be reprinted without the express 
written permission of the Editor-in-chief.

yearly subscriptions to the Manitoban are available for $40.

volUNteer CoNtrIbUtorS
trevor Bekolay, stephen Mccreary, Jacques 
Marcoux, Dean Jensen, Greg Mcvicker, neil 
owens, Matt Abra, ricardo Lawrence, Laura 
Blakely, teghan Beaudette, Brendan salakoh, 
chris simonite

M A N I T O B A N
10 5  U nI v E r s I t y  c E n t r E
U nI v E r s I t y  of  M A nI toB A
W In nIP EG,  M B
r 3 t  2 n 2

General inquiries & advertisinG
Phone: (204) 474.6535 
fax: (204) 474.7651
Email: manitoban@umanitoba.ca

national & Multi-Market advertisinG
campus Plus Media services
toll-free (In canada): 1.800.265.5372
email: info@campusplus.com
canadian Publications Mail Product sales Agreement #589160

EDITor-IN-ChIEF   tessa vanderhart
editor@themanitoban.com / 474.8293

MANAgINg EDITor   rob MacEachern
accounts@themanitoban.com / 474.6535

ADVErTISINg CoorDINATor   Megan Brown
ads@themanitoban.com / 474.6535

edItorIal
NEWS EDITorS   chelse McKee and Magally Zalaya
news@themanitoban.com / 474.6520

CoMMENT EDITor   Michael silicz
comment@themanitoban.com / 474.6770

FEATUrES EDITor  Brendan cathcart
features@themanitoban.com / 474.6770\

CUlTUrE EDITor   Evan Johnson
culture@themanitoban.com / 474.6529

ArTS & ENTErTAINMENT EDITor   nicholas MacMahon
arts@themanitoban.com / 474.6529

SporTS EDITor   romer Bautista
sports@themanitoban.com / 474.6770

Copy EDITor   Jacqueline hogue
copy@themanitoban.com/ 474.6770

deSIgN
DESIgN EDITor   Kevin Doole
design@themanitoban.com / 474.6775

grAphICS EDITor   ted Barker
graphics@themanitoban.com / 474.6775

phoTo EDITor   Karen Asher
photo@themanitoban.com / 474.6775

oNlINE CoorDINATor   sharyn En
online@themanitoban.com / 474.6535

rePorterS
NEWS   Morgan Modjeski, Joanna Bhaskaran
FEATUrES   Leah Werier
CUlTUrE   Ben Poggemiller
ArTS & ENTErTAINMENT   William o’Donnell
SporTS   Ajitpaul Mangat

EDITorIAl Editor-in-Chief: Tessa Vanderhart
Contact:  editor@themanitoban.com / 474.8293 Vol. 95 No. 23   MArCh 12, 2008   WWW.ThEMANIToBAN.CoM9





Dear big brother to the SoUth
Hey,
Umm, I know this is sort of weird, but I 

don’t know how else to bring this up. Like I 
know you “don’t really care” and all, but I do. 
A lot. In fact, it pains me so much to see you 
like this. I mean, we’re family, after all: broth-
ers from the very same mother, to be exact. 
So please take what I’m about to say to heart, 
because I really do mean it. I’ve been watch-
ing things from up north here for a while now, 
and I’m starting to get scared, bro. Scared not 
just for your personal health and safety, but for 
the well-being of the rest of your family and 
friends all over the globe. Big bro, I’m start-
ing to worry about you — I’m worried about 
whether you’re strong enough to continue 
leading the world.

I remember, bro, when the whole world 
used to look up to you. They’d chant your 
name all the time: “U.S.A.! U.S.A.!” It’s been 
only about 65 years since you ended imperial-
ism in Japan and fascism in Europe and then 
brought everyone into your economic sphere 
of orbit with no hard feelings. It’s almost been 
two decades since you ended the Soviet Union 
and communism. And it’s hard to believe, but 
it’s already been seven years since you crushed 
Al Qaeda in Afghanistan. Where does the 
time go?

Now, I know I nag you a lot. Always about 
free trade this, human rights that; but I do it 
out of love and I never mean it to put you down. 
And I know the world’s been on your case now 

for eight years because of the crowd you’ve 
been hanging out with (Bush, Cheney and 
Rice). But everyone knows this is just a phase 
and that soon — hopefully by early January 
2009 — you’ll be over it. But, America, I’m 
starting to get scared — you’re not acting like 
your normal self. The last few years especially, 
you’ve been acting very strange and out of 
charter. 

Think way back to when we were kids. 
While I kept bothering Mom for peace, order 
and good government, all you could ever talk 
about was ending tyranny, liberalizing trade, 
and expanding life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness to everyone. That’s what I’m talking 
about, bro — you’re forgetting what you stand 
for, and it’s really starting to scare me. Your 
strong principles are what have made you into 
the leader you are today, but you’re starting to 
forget and even abandon those principles!

I’m afraid you’re getting yourself into such 
domestic and foreign trouble that you won’t be 
in the position to lead the world anymore if 
you’re not careful! I fear that you’re not going 
to be able to single-handedly make the deci-
sions of global significance if you’re not care-
ful. What I’m really worried about, America, 
is that your position as sole superpower of the 
world is declining.

And that’s bad news for everybody. The 
Western world needs you to be strong, both 
internally and externally. You’ve got to get 
your economy strong again. That means your 
government cannot spend money like there’s 
no tomorrow. And not just your government, 

but that goes for your citizens, too. Further, if 
you want to stand for human rights, you can’t 
have your president vetoing bills passed by 
Congress that protect prisoners from torture. 

And most startling of all, bro, is the dan-
gerous rhetoric some of your potential presi-
dential candidates are flirting with. Hillary 
and Barack are seriously talking about trade 
protectionism. Do you remember the last 
time anti-trade populism made you ill? It was 
nearly 80 years ago now, but remember how 
the Harley-Smoot Tariff Act made you sick for 
a decade? You can’t afford for your economic 
fever to develop into a full blown cold, espe-
cially with people like Russia and China get-
ting more powerful by the day.

These are the thing I’m concerned about 
bro, and I can remain silent on them any lon-
ger. It’s because of you, your leadership, and 
your way of material reproduction that has 
kept the world prosperous for nearly a cen-
tury now. None of your friends want to see 
this status quo come to an end. But if you’re 
not careful, who knows what might happen? 
The paradise I, Europe, and the rest of the 
industrialized world enjoy flows directly from 
your military and economic power. So, please, 
take my words to heart and start getting bet-
ter by remember what made you strong: rights 
and freedom for all, economic openness, and 
a sober foreign policy. Because if you’re not 
going speak softly while carrying a big stick on 
behalf of the Western world, who will?
Sincerely,
Your little bro up north

MIChAEl SIlICZ, stAff

Your little brother’s getting worried about you.

illustration by ted barKer

Ina(ex)proprIate
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Constructive criticism 
To the Editor-in-chief:
After having been interviewed 

this afternoon by News Editor Chelse 
Mckee - and I mean interviewed in the 
loosest sense of the term - I am left to 
question the journalistic integrity of 
the Manitoban staff.

Upon agreeing to answer a few 
questions, I was immediately accused 
of running a “joke slate,” and although 
this took the form of a question, its tone 
belied its implication.  I was continu-
ally harassed about my choice of cam-
paign methods and materials as well as 
the nature of my platform and its ideals.  
This did not take the form of construc-
tive journalism but rather a pointed 
attempt to defame my character and 
potentially disrupt my campaign for no 
reason other than to create news.

 Over the years, I had come to 
expect better from the Manitoban, not 
such partisan hackery.  It is actions like 
this that validate my promise to grant 
the Manitoban full autonomy from 
UMSU, both financially and journalis-
tically.  I neither demand nor expect an 
apology; I simply pray you have offered 
the other candidates more courtesy 
than you have to me.
Pierce Cairns, UMSU presidential 
candidate

Accidental joke
The Regressive Conservative’s website 
clearly states that their purpose is \”to 
do one thing: purify the corrupt stu-
dent union and its CFS overlords that 
plague the U of M\”.  If this goal is 
impossible to achieve because UMSU 
will always remain a corrupt society, 
under the control of Mother CFS; then, 
maybe the Manitoban is right - it was 
only a joke to think this could change.
Gregory Schmidt

Give us some respect, we’re 
aiming for the Moose Jaw 
Times Herald

It’s good to see that Manitoban is 
doing their level best to sustain the sta-
tus quo.  The fact that they seem unable 
to refer to the Regressive Conservative 
slate without reference to it being a 

“joke slate” just goes to show that they 
don’t want any change.  And why 
indeed should they?  If UMSU actu-
ally changes or is destroyed (as Mr. 
Cairns has oft-stated to be his ultimate 
goal), then what will the Manitoba 
write about?  The easy topic of student 
government will be gone!  Horror of 
horros!

Will the Manitoban find interest-
ing, relevant matters to write about, or 
(more likely) will we be subjected to 
continued navel-gazing by an aspiring 
journalism student, who will eventu-
ally, with perseverance, hard work 
and a lot of luck, write for the Podunk 
Times-Herald?

I used to respect the Manitoban 
because it had a willingness to publish 
damn near anything (something the 
Uniter has been recently unwilling to 
do thanks to their chickensh*t editorial 
staff), but it’s become increasingly obvi-
ous that they aren’t interested in writing 
anything except what helps them.

As well, my congratulations to 
Stephanie Fera, who has proved herself 
a highly competent CRO by staying 
within the laws and allowing all com-
ers to run, provided they fulfill the 
obligations and requirements.  The U 
of M has been lucky to have a number 
of CROs who understand and embrace 
the trust they are given, and Stephanie 
continues that tradition.
Matthew Molnar

A job well done
I just wanted to thank Dana 

Gregoire for his fantastic coverage of 
the 08 UMSU election on the election 
blog. It’s a shame that, despite having 
that source of relatively objective infor-
mation, so few students cared enough 
to get informed and vote.

Trevor Bekolay

The price of student 
government
Re: UMSU = dumbsu, by Nils Vik

Coming from an inner city high 
school (Gordon Bell) where no func-
tional student council existed and elec-
tions were mere popularity contests, I 
had little expectation for UMSU and 
student councils in individual faculties. 
After attending U of M for almost four 
years (and paying $140 each year for 
UMSU), my experience didn’t prove 
me wrong. UMSU did nothing more 
than telling me how much I’m pay-
ing and “freeze” tuition fees by intro-
ducing ancillary fees, lab fees, etc. In 
fact, taking 30 credit hours each year, 
my tuition fee increased from around 
$3200 to a shocking $4000 this year; 
at least I’m graduating and have taken 
most of the lab courses already. And 
the improvements? none, lecture halls 
and study spaces are still over-packed, 
lab equipments are not any better. At 
least this year there are more than Sran 
entering the presidential campaign, 
and there are more than one candidate 
for each position, making the election 
slightly more democratic than the one-
man show. 

As for faculty student councils, I’m 
quite impressed with the Art student 
council - they have a variety of ser-
vices and multicultural events other 
than the pub-crawls presented by the 
Science student council each year. I still 
remember vividly how I was encour-
aged to join the Science student council 
by my fellow lab partner and a mem-
ber of the council, reasons being “I’m 
paying for it anyways”, and “there are 
very few girls applying this year”. The 
perks as he mentioned other than it 
will look great on resume, also included 
free pizza on meetings, money coming 
from the $140 I’m already paying for 
each year. I had no encounter with the 
student council since then - after all, 

being drunk on a bus taking from bar 
to bars isn’t my thing. Just as last week, 
I’ve found a piece of torn printer paper 
sticking on the locker I temporarily 
locked the day before to store a few 
textbooks, informing me that I could 
claim the content are in the student 
council office. Big, hand-written letters 
filled the poor, thin paper, hanging by 
a small piece of tape. After moments 
of disbelief, I eventually claimed the 
two books and a box of crackers in 
the office, while one of the girls kindly 
offered me to buy a locker for the rest 
of the semester. Of course i walked out 
without agreeing to the nonsense, not 
only because I was informed that lock-
ers after the sales period are assumed 
free on the U1 orientation, since loca-
tions are limited and qualities are poor, 
also because I don’t feel like funding 
the meeting-food-budget by $20 more 

- the one-hooked, garbage and dust 
filled locker isn’t worth $20 a year to 
start with, say nothing about paying for 
merely one month.   

After all, are the art students really 
“less evolved” according to the T-shirts 
by the Science student? At least they’d 
put on a typed, somewhat formal notice 
days before they decide to cut open an 
unpaid locker, that’s if they’d bother 
when there are less than 45 school days 
left. 
Yujia Sun

The heart of Serbia
The historical analysis of Serbia, Ko-

sovo and the corresponding part of the 
Balkans by two UofM students is timely 
and well-done. Many people do not un-
derstand the background of the turmoil 
following the recent declaration of inde-
pendence by the ethnic Albanian lead-
ers of Kosovo. It is, therefore, difficult 
to figure out what really is going on in 
that troubled part of the world, and why. 
This article is a welcome illumination.

The story about Kosovo is possibly 
even more complex. The Kosovo dec-
laration of independence would hot be 
possible without the decisive backing 
of the Unites States. The article hints 
on this. Indeed, both the Clinton and 
Bush administration have been deeply 
involved in carving ethnic mini-states 
out of the territory that once made the 
country called Yugoslavia (1918-1991) 
and numbered 24 million people. The 

US backed every single ethnic group 
that declared a desire to constitute 
a new state. In some cases, the acts of 
separation resulted in bloodshed, such 
as in Croatia and Bosnia. A policy of 

“Balkanization” has been carried out to 
extreme.

Interestingly, this “Balkanization” 
process was lopsided, since the US en-
dorsed every ethnic group in creating 
its state but the Serbs. Although there 
has been a country of Serbia (before 
and after the former Yugoslavia), the 
Serbs have also lived across the former 
Yugoslavia. But when the Serbs in Bos-
nia (40% of the population) tried to 
declare independence from the newly 
created state of Bosnia, the US stopped 
them militarily through NATO. Now, 
this same policy denies the right of self-
determination to 150,000 Serbs living 
in Kosovo. They must live in the newly 
declared Albanian Kosovo – or leave.

The motives of the creators and car-
riers of this apparently biased policy are 
yet to be revealed. On the surface, it is 
obvious that the same politicians have 
been involved. A Dutch documentary 
entitled Albanian Brooklyn Connection, 
which is available on the Youtube, fea-
tures a leader of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) who lives in New York. 
This person is shown going to fund rais-
ers, accompanied by Hashim Thachi 
(now the PM of Kosovo), both shaking 
hands with Richard Holbrook (former 
US ambassador to the UN and the US 
envoy in the Balkans in the 1990s) and 
retired Gen. Wesley Clark (chief com-
mander of NATO in 1999 when this al-
liance bombed Serbia for 78 days). The 
KLA leader writes cheques for the Dem-
ocratic Party campaign and comments 
how convenient it is to live in a country 
where money can buy anything.

Send your letters to us!
The Manitoban welcomes letters 

to the editor at letters@themanitoban.
com. All letters are printed exactly as 
received. If a headline is not provided, 
we will provide one. The Manitoban 
editorial board reserves the right to 
not publish letters, particularly those 
it deems libellous or discriminatory. 
The deadline for letters is Friday at 4 
p.m. for Wednesday publication. 

“Lifting the spirits of children with cancer”

Camp Quality Manitoba, is a non-profit volunteer 
organization that provides a unique camping 

experience to children with cancer and provides 
support to their families.  It is staffed entirely by 

volunteers in the community.

We are looking for a few good people

Please consider joining our team!!!

Applications are currently being received for 
volunteers for our one week camp, 

August 9-16th. We are also looking to fill positions for 
Camp Director, fundraising, media, programming, and 

secretary. Contact Cathy Ann
 @ 1-866-799-6103 or email winters@mts.net
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don’t Arrest Me, bro
Downloading music is not illegal

TrEVor BEkolAy, voLUntEEr stAff

In last week’s Manitoban, Matt 
Abra implores us to stop down-
loading music illegally. Abra fails 

to comprehend all of the details in 
this complicated issue. It’s easy to 
make generalizations and boil the 
issue down to “music is precious, we 
shouldn’t steal it, so don’t download 
it,” but reality is not that simple. File-
sharing doesn’t hurt artists, because 
they make the bulk of their money on 
live shows. Downloading music is not 
stealing, because you never deprive 
the other party of their property, you 
simply make a copy of it.

File-sharing is just a symptom 
of the real issue: the music industry 
hasn’t stepped up and responded to 
changes in the marketplace. File-
sharers aren’t aiding the eventual 
implosion of the industry, the indus-
try is self-destructing. File-sharers are 
simply catalyzing the process — and 
hopefully it happens quickly.

Consider this: if file-sharing is 
illegal, why are the bulk of file-shar-
ing lawsuits civil cases? The record-
ing industry isn’t interested in jailing 

potential customers; they just want 
to scare them into buying their crap 
again. That they also get financial 
settlements in these lawsuits is icing 
on the cake.

It’s more evidence that the music 
industry is not really interested 

in improving the situation. The 
response to an increase in file-sharing 
shouldn’t be: “We need to sue any-
one who downloads our music”; but 
rather, it should be: “Why isn’t what 
we offer good enough that people will 
pay for it?”

People download music because 
it’s available in a form that is conve-
nient. Carrying around a Discman 
is ludicrous now that high-capacity 
MP3 players are cheap and incredibly 
convenient. You may say that you can 
buy CDs and put the music on your 
device. Yet, if the recording industry 
had their way, it would even be illegal 

to purchase CDs and rip them. If that 
legislation was ever passed — and 
enforced — it would undoubtedly be 
the end of the recording industry.

And the funny part is that, despite 
all this, people are still paying for the 
recording industry’s meagre offerings.  
File-sharing has never been proven 
as a cause of decreased music sales; 
many people download something to 
try it before they buy it. Many people 
download things that they would 
never buy. It is wantonly ignorant 
to assume that every album that is 
downloaded is $20 out of the artist’s 
pockets.

Abra’s article is based on a false-
hood: “In reality, file-sharing can 
really be summed up in two words: it’s 
illegal.” It’s not. Downloading music 

— regardless of where it is downloaded 
from — is legal in Canada. That’s 
right, legal. Uploading music is a grey 
area in Canada, but the law recently 
has erred on the side of legality. In 
file-sharing, you do not deliberately 
upload a file to someone’s computer; 
you just make it available for others 
to download. The basis of the record-
ing industry’s case is that making files 
available for others to download is 
distribution of copyrighted materi-

als. A federal judge in Connecticut 
has rejected the recording industry’s 

“making available” theory, ruling that 
one needs to prove actual distribu-
tion of copies, and cannot rely upon 
the mere fact that there are song files 
on someone’s computer and that they 
were “available.”

It’s funny that Abra states, “I wish 
that I were a successful musician.” In 
addition to Radiohead releasing its 
album In Rainbows for a user-spec-
ified price, Trent Reznor, a success-
ful musician, recently released part 
of the new Nine Inch Nails album 
Ghosts I-IV for free downloading on 
the Internet, with the option to pay 
as little as $5 to own the entire album 
digitally. Reznor has not abandoned 
the traditional distribution methods: 
he has revolutionized them. He gives 
us choices and offers the music in for-
mats that we actually want. The Nine 
Inch Nails website slowed down to a 
crawl with so many downloading the 
new album, and yet the $300 deluxe 
edition sold out in just over a day, 
grossing Reznor $750,000 from that 
option alone.

But the most interesting and 
important thing that Reznor has done 
is let fans own the music they pur-

chase. Ghosts I-IV is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution Non-
Commercial Share Alike licence.

In other words, you are allowed to 
copy, distribute, display and perform 
the work non-commercially as well 
as make remixes and other deriva-
tive works, as long as you license 
your derivative works in a similar way. 
Interestingly, this means file-sharers 
have the legal right to distribute the 
album freely. While this seems con-
trary because Reznor is still charging 
$5 to download the album from his 
site, he is sending the message that 
fans who share his music should not 
be criminalized and that consumers 
shouldn’t be paying for the right to 
listen to music, they should truly own 
the music they buy.

Can any band do this and expect 
to make money and gain publicity? 
No, the previously mentioned bands 
succeeded thanks to an existing fan 
base. If labels are good for one thing, 
it is marketing. However, just like I 
would never let the marketing depart-
ment create the product, labels should 
not be the ones dictating how music 
is delivered to consumers.
Trevor Bekolay is a fourth-year com-
puter science student.

my first (and likely last) fOray intO student pOlitics
Maybe I was wrong about student politics . . .

STEphEN MCCrEAry, voLUntEEr stAff 
ILLUstrAtIon By TED BArkEr

I have a confession: I have never 
voted in a student election. Like 
83 per cent of U of M students last 

year, I just did not care enough to 
vote. I thought it was boring, point-
less and stupid. Sure, I care about 
where my UMSU fees go and in the 
past I have taken a fleeting inter-
est in the candidates. But as far as I 
was concerned, UMSU was nothing 
more than a bunch of people arguing 
for a tuition freeze. 

Yet my interest was piqued this 
year when I discovered candidates 
running who may actually imple-
ment some decent ideas — namely 
the elimination of the tuition freeze, 
the reduction of funding to stu-
dent groups, and the trimming of 
the union executive. I attended the 
debate held at University Centre on 
March 4 with an optimistic attitude. 
Maybe I was wrong about student 
politics. Maybe the university isn’t 
full of the loud-mouthed socialists 
that occupy my classrooms after all. 
Maybe people have woken up and 
realized that the tuition freeze and 
membership in the CFS are not good 
things! 

How wrong I was.
The candidates fit the stereotypes 

to a T. On the far left of the stage 
(and the political spectrum) was 
Jonny Sopotiuk of Students United, 
who sounded like the hippie teacher 
from Beavis and Butthead and looked 
like he was about to cry every time he 
was asked a question. Appropriately 
located in the centre was Troy Unrau 
of Clean Slate, who promoted “real 
change” via more funding for student 
groups, further investigation regard-
ing UMSU’s involvement with the 

CFS, and promoting the free flow 
of information. Wow, what a radi-
cal vision for change. Pierce Cairns 
of the Regressive Conservatives, the 
only candidate that any rational per-
son desiring the U of M to become a 
better place could even consider vot-
ing for, came forth with all the good 
ideas but had the perceived personal-
ity of a dry sponge. 

The audience wasn’t any bet-
ter. Long-haired guys who looked 
like they hadn’t showered in weeks 
were well represented. Most ques-
tions were directed at the Regressive 
Conservatives, including such brain-
busters as “What’s with the American 
flag?” and “I don’t understand . . . 
you want to save the students and the 
university money?” Ah yes, the tax-
and-spend, money-grows-on-trees, 
gimmie-gimmie-gimmie mentality 
that plagues our government at all 
levels is alive and well on campus.

And what would a good student 
debate be without some obnoxious 

“whoop-whooping?” The token loud 
guy at the back made his approval 
known via this method at least a 
dozen times. Newsflash, moron: 
when you hoot and holler after every 
response from a certain party regard-
less of the quality of the answer given, 
the vocal support loses its effective-
ness. In fact, it becomes counter-
productive when the entire audience 
cringes after each Students United 
answer in anticipation of your high-
pitched yelp.

In a tense moment, one woman 
screamed out “Booooo!” upon hear-
ing Regressive Conservative Shawn 
Dingwall announcing that there 
would be major changes to student 
groups under his leadership. She 
later yelled out, “Student groups help 
education!” for which she received 

absolutely no support from the 
crowd. The idea that groups such as 
the Rural Students Club and U of 
M Cheese Club should think about 
raising their own money rather than 
dipping into UMSU’s funds is so 
completely foreign to people that 
they just had to keep asking the same 
questions. Even after the Regressive 
Conservatives clarified their posi-
tion — they would be looking to 
restructure the student groups, not 
eliminate them — most questions 
still revolved around the issue of stu-
dent groups. Finally the emcee had 
to announce that no more questions 
regarding student groups would be 

accepted, which was received with 
roaring applause. OK, it was just me 
clapping. 

So, what did I think of my first 
UMSU debate experience? To be 
blunt, it met my expectations. And 
so did the outcome of the election. 
I would love to see many things 
changed regarding UMSU, but it 
is unlikely that the outcome of the 
election will facilitate any of those 
changes. Unfortunately, it seems the 
old phrase “common sense isn’t so 
common” rings even more true on 
campus.

The majority of people on cam-
pus that do not make use of student 

groups, do not participate in pan-
cake breakfasts, and do not make 
use of their mandatory health plan 
is the same majority that will not 
be voting in the UMSU elections. 
Most of these people would be just as 
happy (some of them jubilant) to see 
UMSU dissolved. Until those people 
can either get a voice in the students 
union or opt-out of paying for it, it is 
going to continue to be a place where 
Arts students go to pad their resumes 
and feel like they’re doing something 
important.

Stephen McCreary is a third-year polit-
ical studies student.

downloading music is not 
stealing, because you 

never deprive the other 
party of their property, you 
simply make a copy of it.
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oh JESUS, yoU gotta try thESE EggS!
It’s like a mouthful of happy.

ChElSE MCkEE, stAff

that wonderful time of year with 
Easter and Mini Eggs is nearing 
us again. Although Jesus can rise 

from death as much as he wants, other 
things should just stay dead. Oh, you 
know exactly what I’m talking about: 
the snot-filled oval poop otherwise 
known as the creme-filled egg. 

What a disgusting idea! Who’s 
the genius that decided to interrupt 
a good chocolate-sucking moment 
by sticking an overly sweet, sugar 
mixture in the centre? Who? When 
a box of chocolates is offered to a 
group of people, I have watched, time 
and time again, people rushing to 
grab the only solid chocolate option. 
That’s because everyone despises any 
chocolate filling. Choosing the one 
with filling is like marrying the ugly 
guy you turned down five years ago. 
You’re settling for what’s left, the 
Creme Egg.

And I’m here to tell you that 
you’re better than that. You’re won-
derful, sexy people; you don’t need 
to settle for one Creme Egg or any 
Creme Eggs at all. Not when you 
have the Mini Eggs. They are the 
candy of confident, hot people, and 
that’s what you are, right? Sexy? Hot? 
Oh yes, you are. I can feel it.Roar.

Mini Eggs have the wonderful 

little shells that not only protect your 
hand from oozing chocolate but make 
you pace the pleasure of the chocolate 
so that the full awesomeness of the 
candy can be absorbed. Mini Eggs 
give you the option to crunch or suck. 
(Yes, I know I used this argument 
for Smarties too, but still applicable.) 
Creme Eggs are too big to be sucked, 
and, once you get to the centre, you 
really just have to lick to avoid the 
snot from getting on you.

For starters, there are more of the 
Mini Eggs. I have had a couple bags of 
them since beginning this article, and 
each time there have been around 17 
little chocolate wonders. I can’t recall 
how many one gets with Creme Eggs. 
Oh, that’s right. One. You get one. 
Score for Mini Eggs. 

Mini Eggs were made for shar-
ing. Creme Eggs are hard to share 
because, like I so aptly proved, there’s 
only one. For example, if you’re sit-
ting around with a group of friends, 
you have a choice of pulling out one 
of two snacks: Mini Eggs or Creme 
Eggs. If you choose the latter, then 
your friends are going to be staring at 
you with hopeful eyes wishing they 
could have a bite. How could that be 
remedied? Well, by not being an idiot 
and bringing Mini Eggs to begin 
with. You toss one in their hands, and 
everybody’s happy.

How can Creme Eggs even be 
considered a dessert for the reli-
gious holiday of Easter? They are so 

un-Jesus, un-Allah, un-Abraham — 
whomever-you-praise-like. I mean, 
have you watched someone eat one 
of those eggs? It looks like their per-
forming a sex act that I can’t possibly 
name in the upstanding pages of the 
Mani — cunnilingus! Oh my. Where 
did that come from? Well, now that 
it’s been said, yes, it resembles oral sex. 
You stick your tongue in the egg,swirl 
it about, and all that yucky not-for-
the-public business. 

The gods cry for your soul every 
time you eat one. Why do you hate 
Jesus, Allah, Abraham, or whomever? 
I mean, yeah, what do their opinions 
matters? I mean they just gave you 
life. Oh wait, I get it. You hate your-
self and now you hate living. Wow, 
writing this has really opened my eyes 
to people who eat Creme Eggs.

You know who else didn’t like 
themselves? Hitler. If he were alive 
today, he’d probably like Creme 
Eggs. I mean, each chocolate egg is 
like killing a little chocolate chick; 
and you know who probably liked to 
kill babies? Hitler. That’s right. When 
you eat a chocolate Creme Egg with 
that fake sugar yolk, you’re saying 

“Yes” to Nazism. 
Even if you don’t love Jesus, love 

yourself and put down the Creme 
Egg. Mini Eggs want to love you and 
show you how sexy you are. Just let 
them. 
Chelse McKee is a news editor at the 
Manitoban.

the cadBury creme egg climax of chocolatey ecstasy!
Soooooo gooey it gushes everywhere.

MIChAEl SIlICZ, stAff

When it comes to this week’s 
masterdebate, I am not going 
to beat around the bush.  

The simple fact of the matter is that 
Cadbury Creme Eggs  outperform 
their Mini Egg counterparts in every 
statistical category and qualitative 
analysis possible.  Where should I 
even begin? 

Cadbury Creme Eggs are the 
mature person’s choice, created for 
those consenting adults with a devel-
oped palate and a curiosity for life’s 
pleasures.  Savouring a Creme Egg is 
a sensual affair that requires a labour 
of love. For, as everyone knows, 
Cadbury Creme Eggs have a taste 
that requires a slow, seductive and 
satisfying eat. Let’s go through the 
gratifying process.

First, there is the initial “unwrap” 
stage. One begins the romance by 
delicately, in a playfully sensual man-
ner, peeling away the thin tin foil 
sheath hiding the prized egg.  The 
person is then immediately engrossed 
in a pleasant aroma of chocolate and 
sugar, which is only a tease of what is 
about to come.    

Next, with the foil seductively 
stripped away, the real intimate 
pleasure begins.  A tantalizing layer 
of rich, creamy milk chocolate coats 
the succulent essence of the egg. In 
a feast for the eyes, the luscious 
and soft eggshell is intricately deco-
rated with an aesthetically pleasing 
design.  Bold, chiselled and defined 
lines wrap around the entire egg’s 
body, highlighting the beautiful large 
cross found at the center of the egg. 

Pause, take a deep breath, and enjoy 
the beauty with your senses of sight 
and touch. It is an annoying social 
custom that this intimate stage must 
linger on for a few minutes longer 
than it should naturally last; but go 
with it, in the end, you will be richly 
rewarded by the Creme Egg.

Once you get past the splendor of 
the egg’s shell, you then discover that 
the true heart of the Cadbury Creme 
Egg is found on the inside.  For once 
you slowly strip away the chocolatey 
coating with your teeth, your tongue 
is then rewarded with the real titillat-
ing bounty — a thick, moist, juicy 
and delectable combination of white, 
gooey, sugary goodness!  And to top 
it all off, the sensuous flowing of the 
egg’s juices culminate when the white 
layer of icing sugar is licked and 
sucked away to reveal the true inner 
essence of the egg — the flowering 
of the orange sugary centre! Mmm-
mmm!

Compare this with the solo and 
lacklustre experience you receives 
from a package of Cadbury Mini 
Eggs. To begin, the Mini Egg men-
tality has always been quantity over 
quality.  This is apparent when you 
receive more net weight of candy, as 
well as a greater overall amount of 
Mini Eggs.  Unfortunately, more 
does not equate to better.  Further, 
the Cadbury Mini Egg bag is visually 
unpleasing to the human eye, while 
the eggs themselves are ugly, unat-
tractive and full of vulgar brown 
freckles.  Often times, Mini Eggs are 
prematurely eviscerated, causing an 
embarrassing situation in which you 
have to stop eating because the Mini 
Eggs are too crushed to eat. The shells 
of the Mini Eggs are hard and unfor-
giving. Worse, in the right circum-

stance, the shells can become jagged 
fragments in your mouth, causing 
sharp spasms of pain to your gums 
when chewing.  And finally, when 
it comes down to the culminating 
moment of climax that defines the 
worthiness of the candy — its taste 

— the Mini Egg inevitably leaves you 
wanting more, sometimes even caus-
ing the eater to fake the sensation of 
a good taste.  

So, next time you’re in the mood 
for something a little more amorous 
than a quickie eating experience one 
gets from Cadbury Mini Eggs, then 
choose the delectably promiscuous 
Cadbury Creme Egg — the grown 
adult’s choice.  I promise you will not 
be disappointed! 
Michael Silicz is the comment editor of 
the Manitoban and a student of politi-
cal studies and law.
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creme eggs or mini eggs? that is the question of this 
week's master debate. to cast your ballot, text your an-
swer to vOting (868464). Will you choose to text creme 
to vote for gooey, delicious mike? Or will you text the 
answer mini to vote for sharing, loveable chelse? either 
way, cadbury brand® is a sure winner. 



CoMMENT  Comment Editor: Michael Silicz
Contact:  comment@themanitoban.com / 474.6770 Vol. 95 No. 23   MArCh 12, 2008   WWW.ThEMANIToBAN.CoM13

PleAse return to sender
Returning the favour to politicians and their smear campaigns

JACqUES MArCoUx, voLUntEEr stAff

Last week, after a long day of 
work, I was standing by my 
mailbox, trying to sort out the 

mess of flyers, banks statements and 
bills that the mailman left behind. It 
wasn’t long until I came across one 
of the most revolting political smear 
ads I had ever seen. The ad, spon-
sored by the Conservative Party of 
Canada, “Compliments of Steven 
Fletcher, MP,” as it read near the bot-
tom, essentially amounted to brazen 
propaganda. 

The flyer had a bold heading 
that read, “Your $1,200 child care 
benefit,” and beneath it was a side-
by-side picture of a confident and 
cheery Steven Harper with “Keep it” 
printed over his head, and adjacent 
to him was a goofy looking and con-
fused Stéphane Dion with the words 

“Lose it” floating above. 
I flip the page and I was shocked 

to read the following:
“With Conservatives, you will 

keep your $1,200 per year child care 
benefit. Guaranteed.

“Dion voted against the $1,200 
child care benefit and will take it 
away.”

The flyer then instructed me 
to either check the box “Keep my 
child care benefit” or “Lose my 
child care benefit” and mail it in to 
the Conservative party headquar-
ters in Ottawa — There’s a loaded 
question!

This mailout, which presumably 
has gone out to most Winnipeggers, 
is quite visibly (and shamelessly) a 
smear campaign endorsed by the cur-
rent federal Conservative government 
and Steven Fletcher. While there is 
no false information provided in the 
flyer, it is, however, incredibly mis-
leading to the general public, who 
otherwise may not follow Canadian 
politics closely. 

Yes, Stéphane Dion did 
vote against the Conservative’s 
$1,200-child-care benefit, which, by 
the way, is fully taxable as income, 
something his flyer forgot to men-
tion. What it fails to say, however, is 
that Stéphane Dion and the Liberals 
voted against the proposed bene-
fits because they chose to support a 
national day-care program instead. 
Dion certainly was not planning on 
leaving families behind, as the flyer 
would have you believe. In fact, the 
Liberals were in the initial phase of 
implementing their proposed uni-
versal day-care program, which was 
abandoned following their defeat in 
the 2006 federal election. The Liberal 
plan hardly seems likes the actions 
of a party that hates the children 
of Canadians families and wants to 
take away their hard-earned dollars, 
as the message this flyer implies.

My intention here is not to play 
partisan games. Other political par-
ties are just a guilty of high-handed 
political games. I recall a televised 
smear campaign sponsored by the 
federal Liberal party a few years back, 
depicting Steven Harper as essen-

tially a demonic warmonger, with 
the narration of a one-sided story 
about the proliferation of military 
presence in Canadian cities. It was 
blatant fear-mongering on the part 
of the liberals. 

The point is that incomplete 
information is just as dishonest 
and malicious as misinformation; 
it’s simply another form deceit 
that is arguably far more harmful 
to the public than outright lying. 
Unfortunately, the flyer I received — 
compliments of the Charleswood-St. 
James-Assiniboia federal MP Steven 
Fletcher — is doing nothing more 

than perpetuating the kind of bull-
shit that Canadians are so fed up 
with. Instead of persuading me to 
support the Conservative party, the 
flyer actually had the reverse effect of 
confirming that Canadian political 
parties continue to endorse the use of 
political propaganda and dishonesty 
with the general public.

After the Liberal ad scandal, I 
think most Canadians felt it was 
time for a change in Ottawa. All this 
talk about transparency and account-
ability from the Conservative gov-
ernment actually gave Canadians a 
sense of much needed hope and trust. 

Unfortunately, the Conservatives 
decided to continue with the same 
old schoolyard games we are accus-
tomed to and have come to expect. 
The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.

 I will be mailing a copy of 
this article to Steven Fletcher, 
Conservative party MP, and I urge 
all of you who expect strong and 
honest leadership from your elected 
representatives to do the same. His 
contact information can be found on 
his website: Stevenfletcher.ca.
Jacques Marcoux is a commerce 
graduate.

Exit 0 — WelcOme tO canada, usa!
The secret military pact between Uncle Steve and Uncle Sam

DEAN JENSEN, voLUntEEr stAff

I was listening to Steve Earle and 
the Dukes’ Exit 0, scanning the 
Internet for something topical to 

write about while casually enjoying 
a Lucky. For all the uninitiated Earle 
fans out there, the album is a great one 

— a fully digital ’80s Nashville pro-
duction; the album is about roaming 
the American Interstate looking for 
an exit and always coming up unsat-
isfied. Side 1 was just finishing, and 

“San Antonio Girl” was blasting away 
when I happened across a random 
Facebook.com group a “friend” had 
just joined called “NO US TROOPS 
IN CANADA.” I checked it out, 
assuming it to be of little value, but 
was surprised to discover otherwise.

It seems that the Harper govern-
ment has (again) pulled another one 
of their quick George-Bush-jerk-off-
manoeuvres on us. The media these 
days has been jumping like frantic 
inbred dogs around the threat of an 
election involving (this time around) 
bullshit budgets and Afghanistan. 
What will prove to be yet another 
failed attempt at ousting the school-
yard bully from his reign over the 
swings, the pack of limp-wrist, back-
stabbing Liberal twits known collec-
tively as the Opposition have taken 
command of the headlines, but for 
the wrong reason. 

It took me a week and a half to 
stumble across the news of Canada 

and the United States signing “an 
agreement that paves the way for the 
militaries from either nation to send 
troops across each other’s borders 
during an emergency.” This move, by 
the way, was never announced by the 
Harper government or the Canadian 
forces; so it comes as no surprise that 
almost nobody reported on the story.

The U.S. Northern Command, 
it turned out, had announced the 
move on its website and issued a 
statement from Fort Sam Houston 
(just up the road from San Antone), 
Texas on Feb. 14. The statement 
read: “This document is a unique, 
bilateral military plan to align our 
respective national military plans 
to respond quickly to the other 
nation’s requests for military support 
of civil authorities.” U.S. air force 
Gen. Gene Renuart, commander of 
North American Aerospace Defense 
Command and U.S. Northern 
Command, also said, “The signing of 
this plan is an important symbol of 
the already strong working relation-
ship between Canada Command and 
U.S. Northern Command.”

As of press time, the Ottawa 
Citizen is the only Canadian publi-
cation available as a primary source 
on this issue, and the National Post 
republished the story on Feb. 22. The 
Ottawa Citizen quotes Stuart Trew of 
the Council of Canadians as saying, 

“there is potential for the agreement 
to militarize civilian responses to 
emergency incidents” and that “work 

is also underway for the two nations 
to put in place a joint plan to protect 
common infrastructure such as road-
ways and oil pipelines.”

Roadways and oil pipelines, 
eh? Without fanfare or even a drab 
monotonous announcement, Uncle 
Steve has signed away our ability as a 
sovereign nation to prevent American 
troops in light of some “emergency” 
from stampeding up over the border 
and into Alberta, guns a-blazing as is 
their penchant, to stop anyone from 
even thinking of disrupting the oil 
flowing south. 

American troops (not necessar-
ily the best example of a friendly 
occupying force), with a mandate 
to keep the taps running in Alberta, 
British Columbia, Northwest 
Territories, Yukon, Alaska, hell, even 
Saskatchewan, are now (thanks 
to Steve) well on their way to rap-
ing at gun-point the living shit out 
of Canada. All that is needed is for 
one of the wealthy nations currently 
sucking the last drops of once rich 
blood from the U.S. economy to cut 
the cord once the final death-spasms 
finally begin wracking ol’ Dow Jones.

Commander David Scanlon, the 
Canada Command spokesman, U.S. 
Northern Command bedfellow in 
this pact, calls the agreement “benign.” 

“There’s no agreement to allow troops 
to come in,” Scanlon claimed, sug-
gesting, “The ‘allow’ piece is entirely 
up to the two governments.” Still, the 
idea of armed, oil-crazed Americans 

with heavily vested interests in the 
“resources park” which is Canada (as I 
once heard Ward Churchill describe 
us), streaming north to protect said 
interests fills me with nothing if not 
unease.

I have signed off of the Internet, 
now, and am listening to the last 
refrain’s of Exit 0’s closing song, “It’s 
All Up To You,” and I can feel the 
cold rain on the drifter’s wet shoulder 
as though it were my own. My beer 
is empty, and I can see Uncle Steve, 
sitting in 24 Sussex Drive, gloating 

in his bedroom with the knowledge 
that tomorrow, when the House fails 
to reject his budget or his plans for 
Afghanistan, nothing will change 
that won’t benefit him and his oil-
industry cronies. He has never cared 
about this country, and he certainly 
does not care much about me, or you. 
Not tonight.

Dean Jensen has moved on through 
Copperhead Road to Shut Up & Die 
Like An Aviator.
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old people with serious inhiBitions fucking with art
Uncle Steve needs to stop hiding in the closet.

DEAN JENSEN, voLUntEEr stAff 
ILLUstrAtIon By TED BArkEr

there is much big talk going on 
around Parliament Hill these 
days, much of it ado about jack 

shit. However, there are foul things 
afoot; one of which being the con-
troversial Bill C-10. The proposed 
bill that the conservatives are aiming 
to push through Parliament would 
make it possible for the federal gov-
ernment to cut funding to any film or 
television production which it deems 

“offensive.” This funding, which all 
applicable Canadian productions are 
presently able to receive, comes in the 
form of a tax credit once production 
has been wrapped up. “Bill C-10, cur-
rently at third reading in the Senate, 
contains an amendment to the 
Income Tax Act which would allow 
the Minister of Canadian Heritage to 
deny eligibility to tax credits of pro-
ductions determined to be contrary 
to public policy,” Charles Drouin, of 
Canadian Heritage, recently stated. 

David Zitzerman, a Toronto law-
yer, believes “such a provision could 
potentially lead to the government 
acting as ‘morality police’ [since the] 
existing definitions of pornography 
and obscenity in the Criminal Code 
should be sufficient for the govern-
ment’s purposes.” Many arts groups, 
as well as concerned citizens, are lob-
bying the government and their repre-
sentatives in the House of Commons, 
including David Cronenberg, a film-
maker, and Susan Swan, novelist and 

chair of the Writers’ Union of Canada. 
“We don’t like being told what kind of 
art we can make by the federal gov-
ernment,” Swan said. 

However, Conservative MP Dave 
Batters, who claims to speak for 

“many, many Canadians,” (I’ve never 
heard of him) says: “The purpose of 
Telefilm is to help facilitate the mak-
ing of films for mainstream Canadian 
society — films that Canadians can 
sit down and watch with their fami-
lies in living rooms across this great 
country.” Batters fails to address the 
issue of Canadians without families, 
or the types of films they might be 
inclined to watch, as apparently those 
people don’t count.

Another man who claims to 
speak for Canadians is Charles 
Mcvety, an evangelical crusader who 
is taking some credit for Bill C-10. 
Mcvety, who believes films “promot-
ing” homosexuality, graphic sex and 
violence, should not receive public 
funding. “It’s fitting with conserva-
tive values,” he told the Nova Scotia 
Chronicle-Herald. “I think that’s why 
Canadians voted for a Conservative 
government.”

However, Canadians did not 
vote for a Conservative government, 
as that government is in a minority. 
(How many times must I reiterate 
that?) “The platform they’re suggest-
ing,” David Cronenberg, a filmmaker, 
claimed in the National Post, “is 
akin to a communist Chinese panel 
of unknown people, who, behind 
closed doors, will make a second rul-

ing after bodies like Telefilm Canada 
have already invested.” Indeed. The 
Conservative government has taken 
to making most of its decisions “for 
the good of the country” behind 
closed doors of late, as they seem to 
believe they have a God-given right 
to decide what is best, and not one 
mandated democratically, and only 
barely at that. Martin Gero, a direc-
tor, succinctly summed up the issue 
in the Globe: “It’s old people fucking 
with the Canadian film industry.”

So fuck those people. “Art,” par-
ticularly “edgy, relatively low-budget 
films” such as Cronenberg’s, which 
consistently performs well over seas 
and do much to undo the backward, 
provincial image Canadian artists 
have fought long and hard shake off, 
should not be curtailed to fit into 
an outdated, closeted family-values 
mould. Should all Canadian art be 
fit for a conservative living-room set-
ting? I fucking hope not or I, for one, 
am out of here. 

Canadians have a right to make 
art, and artists who can compete on a 
national, let alone international, level 
should not be hampered by uptight, 
conservative definitions of what is and 
what is not fit for public consumption. 
Just because the tight-assed goofs 
who have somehow taken power have 
problems dealing with homosexual-
ity — or sexuality, period — does not 
mean that Canadians should be pun-
ished financially and curtailed artisti-
cally for not being afraid to work with 
such themes on a public stage. 

If Uncle Steve and his buddies 
in Parliament want to hide in their 
closets, ignoring sexuality and other 
(heaven forbid) potentially uncom-
fortable aspects of the human condi-
tion, such as violence, then they can 
go right ahead and take cover. But if 
they decide to fuck with the rights of 
artists to portray the world as they see 
it, then we should run those pathetic 
dinosaurs out of office, and fast. A 
public tarring and feathering, aired 
in prime time over the CBC would, 
in their case, be well within the pub-
lic’s interest.
Dean Jensen would hate to see Uncle 
Steve’s idea of a good time.

crimes against lgbtt peOple are 
crimes against humanity

grEg MCVICkEr, voLUntEEr stAff

on this day one month ago, a 
child was gunned down in 
America for being openly gay. 

The child’s name is similar to that of 
one we constantly hear or see on a 
news channel: Lawrence King. He was 
15 years of age and in the eighth grade. 
I only just learned of this story from a 
colleague but felt compelled to write 
about a problem that is clearly evident 
in society today: hatred towards peo-
ple due to their sexual orientation. 

Regardless of many movements 
designed to create social awareness 
and acceptance of people who identify 
with the gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans-
gendered and two-spirited commu-
nity (LGBTT), this remains a major 
problem, as individuals continue to 
speak of unprecedented hate crimes 
perpetrated against them. Why do 
such incidents continue? The church 
and state have been quite critical, 
speaking out against same-sex mar-
riages or unions. But who is given 
ultimate authority in deciding the 
term marriage should only be used 
for a woman and a man, or as society 
prefers, a heterosexual husband and 
wife? And who decides what is right 
or wrong in this world?

Children born with both sets 
of genitalia, called hermaphrodites, 
despite making up between 0.2 and 
0.3 per cent of the population, are 
often seen as anomalies. In some cases, 
parents who were mortified to learn of 
this “birth accident” decided to raise 
their child as one gender and chose to 
perform surgical operations to “cor-
rect their child,” only to learn that as 
their child grew, she or he identified 
as being the gender opposite to that 
chosen for the child.

In addition to this and as taught 
in my feminist perspectives class, 

sexuality is not static but fluid. It has 
been researched and documented that 
many people who identify as being 
straight may become curious about 
having a same-sex partner, even if 
only on one occasion. But they do not 
deem themselves as being gay, lesbian 
or bisexual. They do not stress about 
using the socialized term of “coming 
out of the closet” or worry about fac-
ing discrimination, being rejected or 

targeted for their disclosure, or in the 
case of Lawrence King, murdered.

In the reports that emerged from 
the killing of this child, students were 
quoted as saying that King was openly 
gay and “freaked the male students 
out” because he wore makeup and 
jewelry, painted his nails, and dressed 
in clothing deemed for the opposite 
sex. Since when does that provide an 
open ticket for another student to take 
the life of a person for his or her style 
of clothing, appearance or sexual ori-
entation? And sadly, not only have one 
set of parents lost their child, but the 
parents of the 14 year-old who took 
King’s life have also lost a child, as he 
has been charged and will be tried as 
an adult, facing upwards of 50 years 
in a U.S. federal prison.

It was also mentioned in media 
reports that King was taunted for 
being gay. He was not alone in this, as 
many people from the LGBTT com-
munity have also gone through similar 
persecutions or worse. Many indi-
viduals from this community choose 
not to disclose their sexuality for fear 
of being rejected by mainstream soci-
ety, ostracized, or fired from their jobs. 

From time immemorial, humans have 
been sexualized beings and continue 
to be, regardless of whom they decide 
to partner with. But we rarely hear 
of a heterosexual couple being con-
demned for exploring their sexuality 
together, or openly disclosing their 
feelings towards their partner.

As I mentioned in my first article 
“Taking A Stand,” I disclosed that a 
privilege wheel is made up of 16 parts, 
and that those who are close to the cen-
tre are provided with greater opportu-
nities, benefits, privileges, rights and 
advantages. Again, these people are 
usually straight, white, married, able-
bodied, Christian, healthy, educated 
and employed English-speaking males 
who have children and are homeown-
ers between the ages of 30 and 45. 
Women fall within the next outer 
layer of the circle, while the outside 
area is set aside for those who identify 
with the LGBTT community. Again, 
I beg to ask the question why we have 
such a tiered structure of people when 
we are all human.

Therefore, the time has come in 
which we need to stop targeting people 
as being different from us due to their 
sexual orientation. The time has come 
that we begin to realize that gender is 
not a dyad as has been socially con-
structed due to the differences females 
and males exert, but that a person who 
is borne of both sets of genitals makes 
gender a triad. The time has come for 
us to put an end to hate crimes; to 
break down the barriers, to stop the 
taunting, labeling and segregation of 
people due to their choice of lifestyle;, 
and to come together as a collective, 
appreciate our differences and unique-
ness as individuals and work together 
under the construction of one race — 
the human race.

Greg McVicker is a fourth-year under-
graduate social work student.
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the rise and fall (and pOssible re-ascentiOn) Of 
thE SiMpSonS empire
An in-depth look at the pop-culture legacy of North America’s favourite cartoon family

I was relaxing in my friend’s basement when 
an acquaintance of mine dropped by with 
the new Family Guy DVD. Everyone’s eyes 

lit up with childlike adoration as he popped it 
into the DVD player. I casually rolled my eyes 
and muttered, “Do we have to watch this lame 
shit? If you want classic cartoon comedy, get The 
Simpsons Movie.”

In hindsight, this may not have been the best 
thing to say, but anything that conveyed a similar 
sentiment would have led to the same outcome: 
a room full of college-aged people shrieking pro-
fanities and hurling empty tallboys at me.

What is it with people and their sudden 
surge of fanatical favouritism for Family Guy? 
Why does the loyal Simpsons fan base seem to be 
ever-thinning?

Some journalistic research led me to an 
inconceivable truth: The Simpsons might be los-
ing it.

The early, trail-blazing years
For those living under a rock for the last 

two decades, The Simpsons is a satirical cartoon 
created in 1989 by Matt Groening for the Fox 
Broadcasting Company (FOX). Actually, the 
Simpson family first appeared as shorts on The 
Tracey Ullman Show in April 1987. In 1989, a team 
of production companies adapted The Simpsons 
into a half-hour series for FOX. The show takes 
place in the fictional town of Springfield, where 
everything seems to revolve around the exploits 
of the titular family. Homer, Marge, Bart, Lisa, 
and Maggie spark all of the zany adventures in 
Springfield; like Homer becoming an astronaut, 
Bart jumping a canyon on his skateboard, and 
Lisa creating her own feminist doll.

It’s neither the family dynamic nor the sto-
rylines woven around these characters that have 
gone awry. How could they have? The Simpsons 
has lasted over 20 years, influencing Western 
culture to such a degree that, in August 2007, 
linguist and University of Pennsylvania professor 
Mark Liberman said, “The Simpsons has appar-
ently taken over from Shakespeare and the Bible 
as our culture’s greatest source of idioms, catch-
phrases, and sundry other textual allusions.”

Proof: “d’oh” is listed in the Oxford English 
Dictionary (but without the apostrophe).

You’ve got to admit, that is one hell of a feat.
The Simpsons related to middle-class North 

Americans in the early ’90s in a way that hasn’t 
been seen on TV since. The characters satirized 
North American stereotypes — the boneheaded 
father, the nagging wife, the donut-gobbling 
police chief, the crusty millionaire — and 
allowed for an entire generation to clearly see the 
absurdity of the moral standards and cultural 
norms that seemed so antiquated and backwards 
during that day and age. The Simpsons held a mir-
ror up to society and showed it what was wrong, 
and people laughed.

The series seeped into every aspect of 
American life, and went unnoticed by no one. 
For example, then-President George Bush Sr. 
commented on the poor moral fabric of the 
American family in 1992: “We’re going to keep 
trying to strengthen the American family. To 
make them more like the Waltons and less like 
The Simpsons.”

The show was also the trailblazer for many of 
today’s notable adult cartoons, such as King of the 
Hill and South Park, as well as raunchy classics 
like Ren and Stimpy. Before The Simpsons, ani-
mated shows were considered appropriate only 
for children. It was the original adult cartoon 
and gave a lot of hope to animators and comedy 
writers that were hoping to work on something 
other than new episodes of The Care Bears. Even 
Ricky Gervais has called The Simpsons a major 

influence on his British comedy The Office.

Growing pains
The problem today is that television view-

ers no longer believe in The Simpsons’ ability to 
relate to the average North American family. 
The core appeal of The Simpsons is disputably the 
unchanging nature of the show. Springfield, the 
characters, and most of the problems the char-
acters are faced with have been the same since 
the beginning: Homer’s boozing and negligent 
parenting, Bart’s rebelliousness, Marge’s anxious 
concern, and so on.

Michael Strangelove, a professor in the com-
munication department at the University of 
Ottawa, illustrates the main argument of The 
Simpsons’ detractors.

“After the initial innovation of its format 
and content, The Simpsons failed to continue to 
change as the audience, the world, and compet-
ing shows changed. The same message wears a 
little thin after awhile,” he said.

According to Robert Stacey, assistant pro-
fessor in the English department at the U of O, 
there are a number of factors that have attributed 
to the downfall of The Simpsons’ empire, such as 
its reliance on celebrity guests for the sake of hav-
ing celebrity guests; its inability to compete with 
its immensely culturally relevant golden days; 
and its longevity.

“Due to [its] long-running history through so 
many cultural and social changes, it’s getting a 
bit harder for [The Simpsons] to try and come up 
with fresh and new concepts, while trying to stay 
true to [its] roots,” said Stacey.

In 2003, Chris Suellentrop — writer for the 
online Slate Magazine — wrote that what made 
the show popular in the beginning was “Matt 
Groening’s and James L. Brooks’ conception of 
an animated TV family that was more realistic 
than the live-action Huxtables and Keatons and 
Seavers who populated 1980s television. Unlike 
other TV families, for example, The Simpsons 
would go to church, have money problems, and 
watch television.”

He went on to explain that the show has lost 
it because “The Simpsons themselves, and the rest 
of the Springfield populace, have become empty 
vessels for one-liners and sight gags, just like the 
characters who inhabit other sitcoms. (Think 
Chandler Bing.)”

Mike Reiss, a writer for the show, admitted 
to New York Times Magazine that “much of the 
humanity has leached out of the show over the 

years. . . . It hurts to watch it, even if I helped 
do it.”

So another problem may be the talent of the 
show’s writers. According to Al Jean, one of the 
show’s original writers, most of the writers work-
ing for the show currently range in age from 30 
to over 50. Executives seem to consistently hire 
writers who grew up watching The Simpsons in 
the glory-day 90s. These writers then try and pen 
episodes that are as legendary as their predeces-
sors, but they fall short.

The pressure of keeping the long-running 
show fresh has been felt by its staff for many 
years now. Ian Maxtone-Graham, who joined 
the writing staff in 1995, told the Independent in 
1998: “I think we should pack it in soon, and I 
think we will — we’re running out of ideas.”

Staff writer-producer George Meyer admit-
ted to MSNBC.com in 2000, “We’re starting 
to see some glimmers of the end. . . . It’s cer-
tainly getting harder to come up with stories, no 
question.”

In his article for Slate, Suellentrop attempted 
to pinpoint and outline some of the theories for 
the show’s decrease in quality. He suggested the 
show suffered from “too many cooks,” which 
Meyer also implied to MSNBC.com.

“We have more writers now,” he said. “In the 
early days, I think, more of the show, more of 
the episode, was already in the first draft of the 
script. Now there’s more room-writing that goes 
on, and so I think there’s been a kind of homog-
enization of the scripts. . . . Certainly, the shows 
are more jokey than they used to be. But I think 
they also lack the individual flavour that they 
had in the early years.”

Suellentrop also pointed out the show’s 
“brain drain” — long-absent influential individu-
als include creator Groening and Brooks, actor 
Phil Hartman (deceased in 1998), and writers 
Jean, Mike Reiss, Greg Daniels, and Conan 
O’Brien. Other theories he noted include the 
overabundance of celebrity guest stars and the 
show’s inability to keep up with the passage of 
time (also proposed by Stacey and Strangelove, 
respectively). Finally, Suellentrop suggested 
that an “incredible anxiety of influence hovers 
over Simpsons writers, who realize that they are 
judged not by the standards of network televi-
sion, but by the standards of their own show’s 
golden age.”

Maybe these are the reasons why a lot of 
the older viewers completely skip over new epi-
sodes and latch on to one of the many new adult 

cartoons which owe everything to the yellow-
skinned family — most notably Family Guy.

The pop-culture powerhouse
A new hope came the summer of 2007, in 

the form of the most anticipated cartoon movie 
of all time: The Simpsons Movie. For all the criti-
cism that has bombarded The Simpsons for the 
last decade, The Simpsons Movie proved that the 
family still has what it takes. Taking shots at the 
war on terror, global warming, and its own audi-
ence (to name a few), the movie raked in $526 
million as of January 2008. Created by a slew 
of the series’ original staff (including Groening 
and Brooks, as well as original director David 
Silverman), the movie single-handedly revital-
ized the franchise. Although fans and critics 
predicted that the movie would be as much of 
a dud as the show has been in recent years, it 
proved them wrong and breathed life into the 
dying franchise, garnering generally favourable 
reviews and offering a glimmer of hope to the 
loyal fan base.

It appears as though The Simpsons 
hasn’t lost it — not completely, anyway. 
Strangelove claimed that, “There’s not much rea-
son to watch [The Simpsons] any more. . . . Now it 
is little more than a marketing vehicle for selling 
toxic crap made in China to kids. Toxic pop cul-
ture fills our landfills while we all stand around 
like Bart Simpson and say, ‘I didn’t do it.’ ”

In an April 2006 interview with the A.V. 
Club, Groening thought otherwise: “I honestly 
don’t see any end in sight. I think it’s possible 
that the show will become too financially cum-
bersome . . . but right now, the show is creatively, 
I think, as good or better than it’s ever been. The 
animation is incredibly detailed and imaginative, 
and the stories do things that we haven’t done 
before. So creatively, there’s no reason to quit.”

A possible re-ascension
The juggernaut that is (not was) The Simpsons 

has been lambasted by critics and fans alike, and 
yet there is not a dent worth mentioning in the 
show’s reputation as an icon. I say this with a bit 
of hope but also with a bit of confidence. Why? 
Because even after their apparent downfall from 
pop-culture relevance, the creators came back 
and made a movie that showed that they still 
had potential and could tap into the series’ past-
day glory, raking in over $500 million in the 
process.

My hope and confidence is based on the fact 
that this once-great institution has the ability to 
pull itself together as seen in the latest crop of 
increasingly hilarious episodes, and in a movie 
that successfully used golden-era “Simpsons-
esque” satirical tactics of social and political 
commentary on present-day issues.

The show has far too much clout to not be 
taken seriously. The Simpsons still manages to 
maintain a large viewership and attract new fans 

— while the first season enjoyed an average of 13.4 
million viewers per episode in the United States, 
the 17th season ended with an average of 9.2 
million viewers. It isn’t even a third of American 
Idol ’s average of just over 30 million, but the 
numbers are healthy — often matching those of 
hit shows like House and Prison Break. And as 
long as ratings are hovering around a solid num-
ber, FOX will likely keep renewing the show for 
additional seasons. If that’s the case, here’s hop-
ing that if The Simpsons is on for a long time to 
come, that the series finds its voice again.

“‘To start, press any key.’ Where’s the ‘any’ 
key? I see ‘esc,’ ‘catarl,’ and ‘pig up.’ There doesn’t 
seem to be any ‘any’ key. Whoa! All this com-
puter hacking is making me thirsty. I think I’ll 
order a ‘tab’. ”

Yeah, that’s the voice.

hIShAM kElATI , thE fulcrum (UnIvErsIty of 
ottAWA)
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‘Come on, Barbie, let ’s go party!’
By Leah Werier

S
he is a surgeon, a pilot, a rock star 
and, most importantly, a prin-
cess. She is the original blonde 
bombshell: every little girl’s play-

thing and every boy’s fantasy. Other bodacious 
beauties try to compete, but no one can master 
her timeless look. Marilyn Monroe came close, 
Paris Hilton doesn’t have a chance, and Pamela 
Anderson doesn’t even begin to compare to her. 
Yet her iconic image is well over 50 years old. 

She is Barbie. 
Considered to be one of the most recog-

nizable household names in North America, 
Barbie is the bestselling fashion doll and argu-
ably the most controversial children’s toy in 
current circulation. 

Barbie is actually based on an “adult” doll, 
Bild Lilli, which originated in Germany in 
1955. Semi-pornographic in nature, the Bild 
Lilli doll was adapted from a character that 
starred in a series of comics depicting her daily 
life with witty captions. In one comic, Bild Lilli 
stands with a police officer as she dons an itsy 
bitsy bikini. The police officer informs her that 
two-piece bathing suits are banned in public. 
To this Lilli quips, “Which piece do you want 
me to take off?” The Bild Lilli was only in pro-
duction until 1964, when Mattel purchased the 
patent rights for the doll. 

Ruth Handler is considered the founder of 
the Barbie doll. She noticed that her daughter 
only had paper fashion dolls to play with and 
that the other dolls marketed to children were 
based on infants. She felt that it was important 
for her daughter to play with a more mature 
representation of the female body. Handler’s 
husband co-owned the Mattel toy company 
at the time, so she tried to market the idea of 
an adult-figured doll to him, but her initial 
attempts were rejected.  

That all changed on a family trip to 
Germany, during which Handler came across 
Bild Lilli, at an adult-oriented gift shop. 
Perhaps all it took to convince her husband and 
the Mattel toy company to produce a fashion 
doll was a proper visual representation. Mattel 
bought the rights to the Bild Lilli doll and 
made some minor adjustments, including a 
name change. Handler named the doll Barbie, 
after her daughter Barbara. Barbie made her 
first appearance at the American International 
Toy Fair in 1959.

Barbie has taken on many roles since her 
original debut as a “teen fashion model,” rang-
ing from nurse to astronaut. Now she can 
add another impressive feat to her resumé: a 

promoter of classical music, teaming up with 
the musical director and conductor of the 
Chicagoland Pops Orchestra, Arnie Roth. 
Roth composed and directed the soundtracks 
for six Barbie films, and now the two are tak-
ing the mutually fruitful collaboration one step 
further with Barbie at the Symphony. 

Advertised as a new way of bringing young 
audiences to classical music, this live concert 
experience features a real symphony orchestra, 
but it’s not the music that is bringing these 
little girls and their families into concert halls 
around the globe; it is the chance to see a “real” 
Barbie. 

Barbie at the Symphony stars a full sym-
phony orchestra playing music that includes 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 in F major, 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker, and Swan Lake. So 
where exactly does Barbie fit into all of this? 
Barbie can do anything and she tries to do 
everything: she dances, sings, paints, and at 
one point she even conducts. A “real” Barbie 
leads the symphony through a 16-bar phrase of 
the musical score. 

The “real” Barbie is about as real as the 
plastic she is made from. She is in fact a com-
puter-rendered image shown on a screen over 
the orchestra. Barbie has a similar presence in 
the six movies that she stars in. The animated 
dance scenes that accompany the symphony 
were originally performed by skilled dancers 
and then motion-captured, and are intended 
to entice young audiences to getting into the 
classical arts.

This live performance will without doubt 
draw a new audience to the symphony; but is it 
for the sake of learning to appreciate culture, or 
for further consolidating a brand name? Roth 
was interviewed on the Current about this very 
issue. He suggests that Barbie at the Symphony 
is about bringing a new audience to classical 
music and he is worried about the future of 
symphonies. People are not just coming to the 
symphony to hear Beethoven played anymore; 
the symphony needs to do something else to 
attract a new audience. And what is a better 
way to attract an audience than with a house-
hold name like Barbie? 

Some objections to Barbie at the Symphony 
are against the Barbie doll itself. Barbie has 
been a centre of debate about female identity 
and unhealthy stereotyped roles for many years. 
Many feel that Barbie is a poor role model for 
today’s youth and this concern certainly isn’t 
a new. 

When “Slumber Party Barbie” came out 

in 1965, along with the doll, little girls got a 
miniature pink bathroom scale that read 110 
pounds. This Barbie also came with a book 
titled How to Lose Weight. On the inside of the 
book it advised, “Don’t eat.” Barbie’s figure has 
long been targeted as unrealistic; if she were 
enlarged to human size it is estimated that her 
chest would measure 36 inches, her waist 18 
inches and her hips 33 inches. The University 
Central Hospital in Helsinki, Finland, con-
ducted research and determined that Barbie 
would be too thin to menstruate. Mothers 
eventually started to disapprove of Barbie’s 
unnaturally contrived image, and finally, in 
1997, Barbie’s waist was remolded and made 
wider. Mattel stated it was because this new 
design was better suited to contemporary 
fashion.

“Teen Talk Barbie” was the first Barbie doll 
with a voice chip. Each individual doll could 
say four out of a possible 270 phrases, includ-
ing “I love shopping!” and “Will we ever have 
enough clothes?” 

The American Association of University 
Women was not concerned with either of those 
particular phrases. However, the phrase that 
caused the most stir was “Math class is tough,” 
which was uttered by 1.5 per cent of the dolls. 
Apparently Barbie was not taking her role as 
surgeon and academic very seriously. Mattel 
offered to exchange any doll that said this and 
made changes so that there were only 269 other 
potentially offensive phrases the doll would say. 

Although this doll has undergone heavy 
criticism, she is widely sold. I met with Cindy 
Donatelli, a University of Manitoba women’s 
studies professor, to hear her perspective on the 
Barbie phenomenon.

2
Manitoban: How significant is Barbie’s influ-
ence on young girls? 
Cindy Donatelli: I think that Barbie is a very 
popular-selling toy, it’s a brand that really sells 
for Mattel and, in that way, it’s apart from all 
other dolls. Barbie is Barbie — and all other 
dolls sell below her. It is still a very, very strong 
product; whether girls are influenced is a com-
plicated question. There is the history of women 
being weak-minded and becoming what they 
see so, in that way, it is a bad influence, but I 
think it’s just a toy.
M: But Barbie seems to have evolved into some-
thing more than a toy. Barbie is an ideal and a 
label, and many women consider her a beauty 
icon. Last year, MAC Cosmetics, a top-of-the-
line artistic cosmetic company, released a lim-

ited edition line of products with none other 
than Barbie as the spokesperson. Her logo was 
engraved into eye shadows and pressed onto lip-
stick tubes and this wasn’t for little girls. This 
was for women interested in a luxury product as 
well as indulging in their Barbie fantasy. Barbie 
is represented like a princess, which is a type of 
fantasy portrayed in all sorts of popular media. 
What exactly defines the princess fantasy?  Is 
this fantasy particular to young girls? 
Donatelli: We see this same fantasy represented 
in Sex and the City, which appeals to young to 
middle-age audiences. What is the recipe for 
it? First of all, you have to look good. No one 
ever heard of an ugly princess, so the princess 
is cast in a certain role. I just saw [the movie] 
Enchanted, which illustrated that the prin-
cess fantasy still does live. The fantasy puts 
demands on the princess. She’s got to look and 
act a certain way, and what she is looking for is 
her prince. It is still an ideal; princesses don’t 
have a lot of skills, other than looking good and 
being nice and singing well and making sure 
that they attract the prince. I think that the 
one thing that’s troubling is seen in a show like 
Sex and the City. This is the idea that women 
are really driven to find men. Sure, they buy 
clothes for the joy of it, but it is also [for] look-
ing good when they go out to the bar and meet 
whoever it is. 
M: What, in your opinion, is a male’s perspec-
tive on this fantasy? 
Donatelli: In so far as we don’t rock the boat 
enough, unfortunately their responses are still 
based on the same princess idea. But, one thing 
that we all see on Sex and the City is true about 
Barbie. Men usually don’t play with Barbie and 
they don’t know how high maintenance she is. 
But when you have to clothe her and buy all 
of her accessories you understand this. This is 
a form of training for young girls; I mean try-
ing on dresses for the doll is training for them-
selves. This is the same idea we saw with Cher 
in Clueless —that is another princess fantasy. 
Guys will learn to smarten up once they realize 
that princesses are complicated. 
M: Popular culture seems to be preoccupied 
with this princess fantasy, and we are con-
stantly shown the role of the princess in movies. 
Kraft Cheese just came out with an adorable 
commercial that uses this fantasy to sell their 
product. A little boy hiding behind a mop of 
curly hair fights the dragon doodles on his page 
and has enough energy (thanks to their prod-
uct) to save the princess located two desks over. 
Is this princess fantasy harmless, or should new 

The Barbie doll’s role in popular culture and a look at her most recent project as a promoter of the classics.
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‘Come on, Barbie, let ’s go party!’

roles be introduced to the big screen? What 
kind of role can we see in a movie that would 
be better? 
Donatelli: What if we just saw women who 
weren’t with a man at all and were busy doing 
other things. I think Thelma and Louise was 
that kind of movie, but once again, it’s not all 
the way there because they are busy leaving 
men behind. But, what if women just went on 
a wild road trip on their own and it had noth-
ing to do with meeting Brad Pitt along the way 
and sleeping with him? I think we still have yet 
to see that movie. 
M: What kind of fantasy does Barbie portray? 
Donatelli: I guess the blond bombshell. You 
know that Barbie started out as a porno-
graphic doll and that Ruth Handler found her 
in Germany and then brought over to North 
America and smoothed her up? She is first and 
foremost blond, and a blond with a voluptuous, 
but still nice, body, all achieved by the way they 
smooth the plastic. Otherwise, she would be 
quite another doll. Her crotch and her boobs 
are very sensitive areas to deal with; I think it is 
interesting how she’s molded in plastic. She is 
an idealized figure and one that’s OK to handle 
even though she has these proportions that 
would make her massive if she were real. 

There has been a series of anti-Barbie groups 
that have gone out and attempted to attack the 
Barbie doll and her skewed depiction of the 
female form. One of these attacks that received 
a lot of media attention was a group that carved 
private parts into her figure. Barbie obviously 
does not have a sexual identity, she does not 
have a vagina, she cannot reproduce, and this 
dehumanizes her. This is not the first represen-
tation of a female like this. The female form 
has been robed of its sexual identity for years 
in practices such as painting, which used to 
be primarily practiced by men. Jean Auguste 
Dominique Ingres painted a circular scene 
titled “The Turkish Bath” that features some 
sort of male fantasy of a public bath house. 
The voluptuous women lie around naked and 
they all share one thing in common: the lack 
of reproductive organs. Barbie is not intended 
to represent women in the same respect as this 
painting was; Barbie is toy. 
M: What do you think the anti-Barbie groups 
were trying to accomplish by carving private 
parts into her figure? 
Donatelli: This is an attempt to parody the 
Barbie doll. Among feminists, it is a deliberate 
project to protest the selling of the doll and the 
influencing of women and young girls. There 

have also been projects by artists who use the 
doll in their art to make a statement about it. 
In many cases, the artist or the people using the 
Barbie trademark have been prosecuted. There 
is that one song, “Barbie Girl,” by Aqua that 
was sued for copyright infringement. In this 
way, Mattel achieves a censorship about what 
can or can’t be done with the doll. They are 
always trying to look out for these projects; in 
a sense, that is troublesome. There are things 
that people want to say about Barbie. A very 
famous book of feminist essays was written on 
this subject, titled Adios, Barbie. 
M: You stated that Barbie is a sort of training 
for girls. We dress her and buy her clothes and 
accessories, but it seems that now Barbie has 
adapted less superficial roles — she has careers. 
Are these new-found professional roles also 
training for girls, even if most little girls buy 
Barbie because she is a beautiful princess? 
Donatelli: I don’t think that anybody bought 
Barbie because she is a surgeon. But it is an 
attempt to re-contextualize the doll because 

women are working. 
2

So, little girls may not be buying Barbie 
because she represents the surgeon they want 
to become; they love her for being a singer, a 
dancer and a princess. Girls can dress her in 
fantastic costumes and parade her around; 
the only limit is their own imagination. And 
maybe they will also begin to love her for being 
a classicical music aficionado. 

On the CBC program the Current, guest 
host Maureen Taylor interviewed a five-year-old 
girl about her views on Barbie. The girl’s answer 
was, “I love them because they are so pretty and 
so wonderful and they look at the bright, bright 
sun.” She was also asked if she would like to see 
a real-live Barbie at the symphony, to which she 
replied exuberantly “Yes!” and then trailed off 
into a song about how pretty and nice Barbie is 
and how much Barbie likes to sing. 

So, is this doll as dangerous as some people 
would like to have you believe? Donatelli says 
that Barbie isn’t as bad of a role model as she 

can be made out to be. Barbie is not the only 
one portraying idealized women. “I don’t think 
one of my goals as a feminist is to get rid of 
Barbie. What about idealized women on tele-
vision? I think that if you don’t get it in once 
place, you get it in another place,” she said.

One thing that most people involved in 
these radical anti-Barbie movements forget is 
that Barbie originated as toy. She may be a rep-
resentation of an idealized figure, but few little 
girls look at Barbie as something they need to 
become. “I don’t think little girls are dumb,” 
said Donatelli, “I think they know the differ-
ence between a doll and who they are. They do 
get a lot of strong messages, but I would hate to 
think that their self-esteem depends on a little 
piece of plastic.” 

It is reassuring to think that young girls 
are not using Barbie as a role model, but rather, 
as a vessel for thier fantasies. Aqua said it best 
in their hit single: “Come on, Barbie, let’s go 
party!”

The Barbie doll’s role in popular culture and a look at her most recent project as a promoter of the classics.
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o-l-E-d US to Salvation!
New plastics could give us light and harvest it too.

NEIl oWENS

Imagine painting your wall and then 
plugging it in so that it changed 
colour every day. The same idea 

could be applied to clothing, which 
would undoubtedly draw attention 
from those in areas as far apart as fash-
ion, the military and safety equipment. 
These ideas may not be as far-fetched 
as you might think, thanks to research 
into a new material called conducting 
polymers, some of which is being car-
ried out here at the U of M. 

Conducting polymers conduct 
electricity just like metal wires but 
are different because they are carbon-
based. In fact, the name “conducting 
polymers” refers to a group of poly-
mers with similar properties that are so 
new that they don’t yet have a catchy 
name. The hallmarks of conducting 
polymers are the abilities to be applied 
onto a surface in a very thin layer, such 
as by painting, and being extremely 
energy efficient at producing light. 

It has been known for several 
decades that some types of polymer 
can conduct electricity, but it’s only 
recently that they created a buzz when 
it was discovered they can produce 
light. “What really created excitement 
was the discovery of OLED’s (organic 
light emitting diodes),” said Michael 
Freund, a Canada Research Chair in 
Conducting Polymers and Electronic 
Materials and professor of chemistry 

at the University of Manitoba. He 
explained how OLEDs are now being 
sold as an improvement over liquid 
crystal displays (LCDs), which basi-
cally filter out most of the light pro-
duced. “[With LCDs], it’s an extremely 
inefficient process: you make a lot of 
light with all wavelengths and then 
you get rid of most of it just to have 
one colour.”

This has spurred interest in the 
next generation of display technol-
ogy for cellphones, cameras, MP3 
players and eventually televisions and 
computers, “Sony, Kodak, Philips; all 
the major companies are developing 
[OLEDs] because they are so thin and 
so energy efficient.”

This kind of material could also be 
used to transport electricity over long 
distances, but Freund explained that 
research into conducting polymers is 
not aimed at just getting highly con-
ductive materials, “There have been a 
few reports of conducting polymers 
that do conduct electricity as well as 
copper, but they’re not common at all. 
There’s no reason to try to beat copper 
in terms of conductivity.”

What makes conducting poly-
mers special and in a different class 
from metals and even semiconductors 
like silicon, is that they can change 
their electrical output in response 
to changes in their environment, as 
explained by Freund: “The idea is 
making an active material, a material 
whose properties change depending 

on the oxidation state or doping state; 
if the environment changes that, then 
you can measure it electrically.” This 
lends conducting polymers towards 
more specialized applications: new 
kinds of transistors, memory storage, 
batteries, and devices that can “sense” 
changes in their environment.

Some limitations still exist; one is 
that the polymers degrade over time. 

“There have always been some limita-
tions because organic compounds bio-
degrade. The creation of these charge 
carriers makes a polymer that is not 
inherently stable. People have been 
working on that, trying to make them 
less reactive, and there’s been a lot of 
success from that,” Freund explained. 
Another problem being worked on 
arises from the fact that the polymers 
do not easily dissolve in liquids, which 

limits their use. 
“Typically the polymers are very 

insoluble, which can be good for cer-
tain things. But if you want to paint it 
on the wall, then you can’t even get it 
into a suspension,” Freund explained.  
Freund has been working to solve this 
problem by painting on the required 
chemicals then letting polymerization 
happen in place. The potential payoff 
for solving the issues surrounding con-
ducting polymers is huge, being no less 
than solving the world energy crisis.

The ability to cheaply harvest solar 
energy could be the biggest boon 
derived from conducting polymers. 
Some researchers are trying to use the 
titanium dioxide found in white paint 
as the basis for solar panels (Graetzel 
cells) that could literally be painted 
on any surface to collect solar radia-

tion. Freund said, “If you do want to 
make (solar panels) cheap and paint-
able, conducting polymers would have 
to be incorporated somehow because 
you can’t paint copper or the typi-
cal metals. I know that there is a lot 
of work being done on incorporating 
conducting polymers into solar cell 
applications.”  Freund continued to 
say that there still needs to be work 
done in this area, but the potential 
payoff is huge. “They, in theory, know 
how Graetzel cells work, but there’s 
still components of it that they can’t 
explain. I think if somebody makes a 
major breakthrough in understanding 
or development, then I think it will be 
really huge,” he declared.
Neil Owens is a PhD candidate stu-
dent in chemistry at the University of 
Manitoba.

metabOlOme prOject shOWs us What We’re made Of
Researchers first to draft a complete map of the chemicals in the human body

rAMIN oSTAD, thE GAtEWAy 
(UnIvErsIty of ALBErtA)

EDMONTON (CUP) — Seven 
years after the mapping of the 
human genome, researchers 

at the University of Alberta have 
announced the first successful draft 
of the complete chemical makeup 
of the human body. It’s called the 
human metabolome, derived from 
the word “metabolism,” the chemical 
processes that occurs within a living 
organism in order to maintain life. 

The metabolome is a collection of 
all the small molecule chemicals (or 
metabolites) found in an organism. U 
of A’s David Wishart explained that 
it’s the chemical equivalent of the 
human genome — which contains 
the hereditary information and DNA 
makeup of all human beings.

“If you were to think of life as sort 
of a pyramid, at the base is the genes 
or the genome, in the middle are the 
proteins or proteome and at the top is 
the metabolome,” Wishart explained. 

“People sequenced the genome 
seven years ago and, by doing that, 
they determined a fair bit about the 
proteome. But we really didn’t have 
a good picture of what the metabo-
lome was, and so that’s what we were 
trying to do, trying to finish off the 
pyramid.”

Wishart is also project leader for 
the $7.5-million Human Metabolome 
Project (HMP), a two-and-a-half 
year undertaking — consisting of 50 

researchers from both the U of A and 
University of Calgary and funding 
from Genome Canada — intent on 
compiling a list of all known metabo-
lites and compounds in the human 
body. 

After completion of their first 
draft, the HMP database includes 
2,500 metabolites, 1,500 drugs and 
3,500 food compounds. These metab-
olites and compounds are used in the 
process of metabolism, the ongoing 
series of chemical interactions taking 
place in the body in order to provide 
us with the energy and nutrients we 
need.

“Some [compounds] are super-
fluous; some of them are essen-
tial,” Wishart elaborated. “ATP is a 
metabolite that, without it, we die. 
And metabolites include things like 
cholesterol, things like vitamins and 
minerals, urea and urine, and they 
are critical to stay alive. There are a 
lot of other ones that we’re not sure 
why they’re there.”

While many others are working 
on decoding the human metabolism, 
Wishart believes that the U of A is the 
most suitable place for this type of 
research. With several metabolomics 
centres on campus and many spin-off 
companies that focus on metabolom-
ics, the U of A is ideal to house the 
metabolome database. “The U of A is 
quite unique in terms of this collec-
tive of ideas and abilities. So, arguably, 
Alberta beats the rest of the world 
[when it comes to] metabolomics. I 
think a lot of it has to do with the fact 

that there are great facilities, great 
researchers, and the luck of having all 
of these people at the same place at 
the right time,” said Wishart.

The HMP is also aimed at giv-
ing doctors and clinicians the ability 
to better diagnose and treat diseases 
by testing chemical reactions, mea-
suring compounds, validating them 
and recording them in a certain 
order. There are only eight main com-
pounds being tested during current 
blood and urine testing, but Wishart 
believes that this will change dramat-
ically with the creation of the HMP 
database.

“We have spectral fingerprints for 
each of the chemicals that are in our 
body so that people can reference 
these fingerprints to identify what’s 
in you. That makes it much easier and 
much faster to do chemical read-outs 
in the body,” Wishart said. 

As a comparison, sequencing of 
the human genome allowed for easy 
ways to administer genetic tests that 
can show predispositions to a variety 
of illnesses, including breast cancer, 
cystic fibrosis, liver diseases and many 
others.

“The dream is: couldn’t we just 
have a machine that could do the 
chemistry to see what’s in there? But 
they didn’t have a sort of Rosetta 
stone to translate what the result 
was to what the compound was,” he 
said. “That’s what we’ve done: we’ve 
developed a Rosetta stone to help 
translate.”

Human Metabolite Library
the human metabolome project was funded by genome 

canada, a non-for-profit organization that receives supports 
from the federal government to the tune of $600 million a year.

as with the hmp’s better-known predecessor, the human 
genome project, the hope is to have an electronic, searchable 
database containing all of the compounds and metabolites 
in the human body. the database will be freely accessible to 
researchers worldwide.

the library, which so far has compiled over 1,400 metabolites, 
contains detailed information about each compound, including 
a description of their purposes inside the body, as well as their 
locations. the chemical structures and even 3d images of the 
individual compounds are available for the solutions already 
identified and classified.

eventually, researchers will be able to order select metabo-
lites from the database, making it easier to get the materials for 
medical research.

an incomplete version of the database is available from 
genome canada’s website, hmdb.com.

FACTOIDS
Plastics, clothing and rubber are all carbon-based polymers but don’t conduct •	

electricity.

In chemistry, “organic” and “carbon-based” mean the same thing.•	

to make them conduct electricity, conducting polymers are doped, whereby the •	

polymers have different chemicals added so that electrons can flow through them.

In 2000, the nobel Prize in chemistry was awarded to three scientists: MacDiarmid, •	

heeger and shirakawa for their work deciphering the conductivity of organic polymers. 

the first conducting polymers were found accidentally in the 1800s by chemists •	

interested in making dyes.
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WE HAVE THE CAREERS, 
YOU HAVE THE OPPORTUNITIES.
The Canadian Forces offer you over 100 full- and part-time job opportunities in
stimulating environments. Whether close to home or abroad, the Forces offer you:

• A wide range of careers in professional fields and technical trades
• Training programs throughout your career
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To find out more, visit our Website or your local Canadian Forces recruiting centre.
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Graduates earn
$100,000

HealthyCareers.ca
Up to $20,000 Signing Incentive

tax free

know that rule number one of good-
will is that goodwill can only be char-
acterized as such if everyone knows 
about it and associates it with you. 

Her statement also states that 
“consumers will assume the smaller 
and less famous Canadian band 
is trying to take advantage of the 
Harry Potter fame by copying the 
Harry Potter band’s name when in 
fact the reverse is true.” The reverse 
would mean that Harry Potter is try-
ing to take advantage of the fame of 
a smaller and less famous Canadian 
band. It makes sense to me. Besides, 
suing a company for $40 million is 
in no way trying to take advantage 
of its fame. Keep in mind that this 
week’s Lotto 649 is $4 million. That 
means that being little-known can 
potentially win you the lottery 10 
times over.

Here are some other lawsuits that 
make as much sense to me:

“Yes vs. my dad”
Prior to the formation of English 

prog-rock band Yes in 1968, my 
father at some point said “Yes.” One 
such example is on Oct 19, 1957, 
when my grandmother asked him if 
he wanted some more potatoes. Forty 
million dollars should be awarded to 
my father, and all records and vid-
eos by Yes should be destroyed for 
associating strange lyrics, odd time 
signatures and the synthesis of musi-
cal styles with my grandmother. The 
seminal album entitled Fragile would 
have to be spared, for destroying the 
ethereal keyboard playing of Rick 

According to the Canadian 
Press, Winnipeg folk group 
the Wyrd Sisters is pursuing 

a $40-million suit against Warner 
Bros. In 2005, the little-known 
group attempted to block release of 
the film version of Harry Potter and 
the Goblet of Fire, since it would have 
featured a musical group called the 
Weird Sisters. While the movie was 
still released, all references to the 
Weird Sisters were removed from 
the film. Later, an Ontario Superior 
Court judge ordered Wyrd Sisters 
leader Kim Baryluk to pay $140,000 
to cover Warner Bros. legal costs. She 
has yet to pay. Now Baryluk is calling 
for $40 million and the destruction 
of all DVDs, CDs, video games and 
any other items containing references 
to the Weird Sisters. 

Whether Baryluk is hoping for 
some sort of expensive parapherna-
lia vaporizer or a good old-fashioned 
bonfire burning of these materials is 
unknown. 

Baryluk’s statement of claim says 
the following: “The Wyrd Sisters 
have spent over 15 years working on 
and developing the goodwill associ-
ated with their band’s name . . . All of 
these efforts will be wiped out in the 
tidal wave of fame associated with the 
Harry Potter phenomenon.” A vaguer 
statement could not be found even 
in 1950s beat poetry. Besides, we all 

hit-makers the Cars. Their state-
ment would read something like this: 

“Today, the Cars receive far more air-
play than our commercials. For every 
car commercial you hear on the radio, 
you hear roughly two to three songs 
by the Cars. People are getting con-
fused as to which is better. Think of 
it this way; if you dream more than 
you are awake, you would think that 
your dream world is reality. People 
are starting to ‘Let the Good Times 
Roll’ rather than drive a quality auto-
mobile.” All radio stations would be 
required to stop playing the Cars 
(thankfully). 

“The Wyrd Sisters vs. Zombie 

Shakespeare”
References to the “three weird sis-

ters” in Macbeth are too obvious to 
discount. The Wyrd Sisters will pay 
Shakespeare the sum of $40 million 
and are responsible for putting his 
soul to rest. Zombie Shakespeare had 
this to say: “Consumers will assume 
the smaller and less famous play-
wright is trying to take advantage of 
the Wyrd Sisters’ fame by copying the 
band’s name when in fact the reverse 
is true.” Zombie Shakespeare then 
added, “Say, do you have any brains 
you’re not using?”

Of course we do, Zombie 
Shakespeare. Of course we do. 

Wakeman and rock-solid drumming 
of Bill Bruford would be a crime 
against humanity.

“The Wyrd Sisters vs. Terry 
Pratchett”

Wyrd Sisters is the name of a 
novel by Terry Pratchett, published 
1988, prior to the 1990 formation of 
Baryluk’s band. Baryluk is required 
to pay Pratchett $40 million in dam-
ages to the reputation of the three 
witches in the book. 

“The Cars vs. GM, Toyota, 
Honda, Hyundai and Kia”

This involves a class action by 
General Motors, Toyota, Honda, 
Hyundai and Kia against superstar 

‘this even-hAnded justiCe
…commends th’ingredience of our poisoned chalice to our own lips.’

BEN poggEMIllEr, stAff 
ILLUstrAtIon By TED BArkEr

Do you find newspapers too boring? Does their crappy ink 
get all over your fingers? Does it make you have to go to the 
bathroom? But you still want to follow your favourite weekly 
teen melodrama in diary format, St. Vincent's Academy Diaries?

Then check out St. Vincent's 
Academy Diaries online at 
www.academydiaries.com.
St. Vincent Academy Diaries: Online! Featuring:

Using state-of-the-art internet technology, the makers of St.
Vincent's Academy Diaries have cooked up an online internet 
web-site that's really something to bark about (put picture of 
dog here.)
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BooBs in AfricA
MATT ABrA, voLUntEEr stAff 

ILLUstrAtIon By rICArDo lAWrENCE

there is good news out there for 
women who would like to get 
boob jobs but lack the appro-

priate funds to make it happen. At 
Myfreeimplants.com, men can invest 
in breast surgery for women and aid 
in their bid to accumulate enough 
money for it. In return, the women 
chat online with the men and pro-
vide them with photos and videos of 
themselves. It is a classic case of “You 
give a little, you get a little.” Or more 
accurately: you show some ass, you 
get some cash.

Now, what women want to do 
with themselves is quite naturally their 
own business, and certainly there are 
plenty of far more appalling things to 
be found on the Internet. However, I 
did read about one particular case in 
CNews that raises some concern. 

Since 2005, a married stay-at-
home mom named Karla-Rae Morris 

is not as important as helping starv-
ing kids in Africa, but it’s the same 
basis. They [the men] want to help us 
out.” 

Somehow, I am inclined to agree 
that it is not as important as feeding 
kids in Africa. And, Mrs. Morris, I’m 
even going to go out on a limb and 
say that it isn’t as important as feed-
ing your own kids. In point of fact, it 
costs approximately $30 a month to 
help feed, cloth and educate a dis-
advantaged child in Africa, not to 
mention everywhere else in the world. 
If I do my math right, your newly 
acquired $8,000 could help support 
267 children that aren’t as important 
as your boob job. 

In the spirit of self righteousness, 
I’ve also decided to plug myself a bit 
and inform you that I in fact pay $30 
a month to sponsor a child in Africa. 
Her name is Tania, and I have a pic-
ture of her. I even have an outline of 
her handprint. Perhaps Tania and 
I will never actually meet, but I can 

has been indulging in the controver-
sial exploits of Myfreeimplants.com. 
She is now proud to announce that 
$8,000 has been “generously” donated 
to her cause and that in the spring she 
will be upsizing herself from a 32AA 
cup to a 34C cup. One has to wonder 
about the priorities that are overtak-
ing motherhood nowadays, but once 
again, it’s her own business. “I always 
felt like less of a woman and more 
like a little girl. It’s going to make me 
more confident wearing a swimsuit. 
And I won’t have to buy padded bras 
anymore,” she said.

Yes, she is concerning herself with 
her future swimsuit and bra purchases 
when there are starving children in 
Africa. Wow! Did I just go there? No, 
in fact I didn’t — she did: “It’s like 
donating to any charity. You feel like 
you’re doing good,” Morris said about 
the men. “When you’re donating to 
starving kids in Africa, you’re never 
going to see those kids eat and you’re 
never going to meet. Obviously, this 

assure you of one thing — she is very 
real. Your new breasts, however, will 
not be.

No, Mrs. Morris, is it not as 
important as feeding those that need 
to be fed in Africa, or housed, for that 
matter — even in Fort McMurray, let 
alone Africa. 

In Africa, by the way, a child dies 
of the measles every minute. That’s 
more than those taken by HIV, TB 

and malaria. Do you know what it 
would cost to prevent that? A dollar 
a child. Putting that into the con-
text of fake tits, that’s 8,000 children 
that you might never see but would 
be alive if those that donated to 
the cause of enlarging your breasts 
weren’t complete morons. 

Maybe something closer to home 
might make more sense, especially 
given the fact that you’re a mother.

a SpEEd-dating fairy talE
ChElSE MCkEE AnD  

MAgAlly ZElAyA, stAff 
ILLUstrAtIon By TED BArkEr

once upon a time, in a land called 
Winterpeg, there were two dev-
astatingly lovely young ladies 

who, despite their superior beauty, 
intelligence, wit, style, crystal eyes, 
honey breath, supple skin, cascad-
ing locks and delightful demeanours, 
were alone — very alone. 

One lonely day, tired of their 
empty existences, the damsels cried 
in unison: “Desperate times call for 
desperate measures!” Instead of wait-
ing for their lovers to come to them, 
the ladies made the brave decision to 
attend a FastLife speed-dating event 
held at G Martini, near the corner of 
River and Osborne, in the hopes of 
finding their Prince Charmings.

The dazzling beauties waited in 
great anticipation of the event where 
they would be courted by 13 suitors, 

hand selected by the speed-dating 
company to meet the results of the 
personality quiz all daters must take 
at the time of registration. 

Lo and behold, the ladies’ excite-

ment soon turned to fear when they 
were informed that the young men 
they had hoped to meet would not 
be young at all! Horror of horrors, the 
ages of the suitors were to range from 
28 to 38. 

The nubile women, quite under-
standably, feared that their innocent 
youth and chastity would be sullied 
by the more worldly men.

Still, the ladies held on to hope 
that Aphrodite might smile upon 
them this time. Indeed, the ladies 
had tried to attend a FastLife event 
some months prior, but the venture 
had ended in ashes. Much to their 
collective chagrin, the neighbouring 
café, Second Cup, had gone up in 
flames, thereby extinguishing their 
hopes and dreams of finding love and 
fulfilment.

Not to be defeated, the ladies pre-
pared themselves with great care for 
their second try. When the faithful 
hour of the event arrived, the young 
ladies set out with a flutter of nerves. 
No longer would they be marked as 
love pariahs! Finally, they would join 
the ranks of real women — a man’s 
arm around their tiny waists declar-
ing their worth to the world.

Alas, the ladies did not fare much 
better on their second venture.

On that dark cold Tuesday night, 
in the dimly lit quarters of the mar-
tini bar, the débutantes went head-
to-head with eight other women in 

a competition of feminine wiles. At 
first, our young ladies were optimistic, 
despite having not spotted, by appear-
ances alone, a single likely gentleman 
for them to spend their lonely even-
ings with. In fact, the heroines were 
not deterred in the slightest, for they 
were of high moral fibre and of the 
understanding that beauty does often 
lie beneath the surface.

The lively ladies proceeded to 
choose tables, where they were sat 
for the night, bathed in the flattering 
light of small candles. One after the 
other, a stream of suitors made their 
way to the ladies’ tables for a seven-
minute rendezvous.

Though the ladies possessed 
uncanny abilities of conversation, the 
same could not be said for some of the 

“gentlemen.” Sadly, the delicate ears of 
the two women were oft accosted by 
crude comments and a decided lack of 
charm. For instance, one gentleman 
noted that the conversation starters 
on the tables looked “like they’re cov-
ered in blood.”

Another suave fellow insulted one 
of the damsel’s auditory abilities when 
he spat “What, can’t you hear?” in a 
fury of hurt pride. The more daring 
men attempted to win over the ladies 
with sly compliments such as: “My 
favourite trait in another person is 
your smile.” But the clear winner was 
the gentleman who, when asked what 
he aspired to in life, responded, “I’d 

like to read your mind.”
Bombarded by such witty repar-

tee, the women found themselves 
exhausted (and slightly nauseated) 
by the end of the night. The heavy 
burden of carrying a conversation 
plagued by awkward moments had 
drained the ladies delicate natures.

No less than 13 suitors later, the 
women were as alone and emotionally 
destitute as when they had arrived. 
They did, however, leave with a warm 
fuzzy feeling inside, courtesy of the 
open bar and free tempura and sushi 
rolls offered by FastLife. Indeed, every 
cloud does have a silver lining.

Due to their youth and excessively 
high standards, the women did not 
find their Prince Charmings during 
the FastLife speed-dating event. That 
is not to say, however, that all will be 
quite as unlucky in love. Folks who 
have exhausted their sources of poten-
tial mates, have limited schedules, or 
a shrinking pool of single friends may 
find speed dating to be a very fruitful 
opportunity. 

The two (still single) women highly 
recommend FastLife to those tired of 
the waiting game, to those anxious to 
meet “The One,” and to those who 
simply want to take a chance on love. 

The U of M's Aboriginal Students Association, Department of Native Studies and 
Aboriginal Student Centre, along with Bear paw Security Services, hosted the 7th 
Annual Elders and Traditional Teachers gathering on March 7 and 8. The event 
featured live music, dancing, games, lectures and teaching circles, and was 
organized around the theme "Seven generations."

Photo by Karen asher



CUlTUrE Culture Editor: Evan Johnson
Contact:  culture@themanitoban.com / 474.6529 Vol. 95 No. 23   MArCh 12, 2008   WWW.ThEMANIToBAN.CoM23

rEqUiEM for thE MUStachE
kEVIN DoolE, stAff

there’s a vast herd out there. Like 
a massive Medusa, it seeks to 
turn us to stone, or in this case, 

to suppress our gusto. Although 
each of its individuals is irksome 
and lukewarm, the thing as a whole 
seduces us to join. I am speaking, of 
course, of the less cultured of our 
civilization: the tactless, the non-
sophisticated, the mindless, and the 
simple. I look down on them with 
pity, and they look back, dimly, with 
the failed coolness that is otherwise 
found only in high schools. 

But these days I notice some 
moustaches in the crowd. Those 
moustaches, majestic and robust — 
complete! They fertilize the upper 
lip, they give it brawn. How I wish 
I could have one. Those cretins have 
no business owning moustaches!

They are the fashion victims 
who dress like the moment’s favou-
rite celebrity; they listen to the 
tunes that spew from MTV and 
MuchMusic; they love comic book 
film adaptations; they thoughtlessly 
love cars, sports, animals, and not 
books. While in some ways similar 
to those of us poised firmly in the 
upper sect, there’s a major difference: 
we can understand the finer points 
about life (philosophy, typography, 
philology, most of the “–osophies” 
and “–ologies”). They cannot.

And you hipsters, if you’re reading 
this, most likely scoffing, “Pah-hah, 
those sheep!” You are the most dam-
aging members of the party. You pick 
a counter-culture and do the same 

thing under the guise of cool. You 
walk around with a bounce in your 
step, clearly having tried oh-so-hard 
to look oh-so-awesome (camp and 
mentionable!) and you plaster your 
stigma over each of the individual 
pieces that make up your costumes. 
You harvest cultural objects indis-
criminately and try to stuff them 
with pith. You have the power to 
make a coyly closeted leather jump-
suit look as though it’s trying fiercely 
to be chic. And you have ruined the 
moustache for everybody!

The moustache . . . oh, how I 
would love to wear a moustache! I 
allow my beard to grow far beyond 
the limits of good taste in total com-
fort, but to wear a moustache would 
be shameful. Perhaps it’s my own 
self-conscious spirit. Ha! Those fash-
ionistas should be so lucky as to have 
a shred of my dignity! How divine 
it would be to have the moustache 
for myself without its horrible satiric 
connotation.

At any rate, I was, for awhile, 

anyway, caught by the contagious 
cattle. Having become infatuated 
with Ramones-era vogue, I could be 
seen skipping gleefully around town 
touting tight pants, a striped shirt, 
and a leather jacket. At the time, my 
fanciful grasp of fashion left me feel-
ing a superstar. I had finally found 
my style! I was totally the coolest 
dude in town, totally!

Pathetic! At heart, my outfits 
were no different than those of any 
era’s fad-mannequins. I could have 
dressed like blink-182 or I could have 
dressed like the Dixie Chicks, the 
effect would be the same. It would 
be mere emulation of a particular 
style that was not my own. 

Another example: an acquain-
tance of mine had a mullet — still 
has a mullet. He doesn’t wear it 
loudly or proudly but, rather, as a 
man with a long history of loving 
hockey and classic rock. He wears 
the mullet honestly because it’s his 
personal style. Now, stop snickering 
and listen: one evening, some hipsters 

came to the shop where he worked. 
They exclaimed loudly, “Whoa man, 
wicked mullet! Haw, haw, haw!” Of 
course, the shopkeeper didn’t under-
stand (I don’t think he had ever 
heard the term “mullet” before). But 
these ironic hipster jackasses were 
guffawing like morons at his hair 
under the assumption that he wore 
the mullet ironically. It was sad. He 
obviously felt made fun of. And he 
was a nice guy. 

I hate the mullet but I could 
never hate his mullet.

But I love the moustache. I love 
the moustache and I wish could wear 
one. But it’s not allowed! No, you 
hordes of junior beatniks have taken 
it and wrung it of its glory.

Are you claiming to love the 
moustache just as I do? Are you 
relating to me? Have I won you over 
with the touching mullet story? Do 
you feel like some kind of comrade 
of mine? Well, “Wrist-watch; Crisco 
/ Ram it, ram it, ram it / Ram it up 
yer poop chute / Pud!” Understand? 
No, of course not. You could never 
understand. You hipsters with your 
style imperialism and your irony and 
your sunglasses, you have ruined it 
for everybody! If I were to try hon-
estly to wear a muzzy it would be 
interpreted only as camp. People 
would laugh, “Great moustache, 
man!” And I would hate myself.

(That quote, by the way, may well 
have been what sentenced the mous-
tache to a life of defilement. Frank 
Zappa, whose trademark moustache 
was rudely copyrighted by his family, 
sang the lines with the characteris-

tic derisive tone that the moustache 
generally now commands.)

Those of you who claim to sup-
port the moustache are the ones who 
have ruined it forever. The American 
Moustache Institute (AMI) exem-
plifies my claim. They say that the 
downfall of the moustache came in 
the 1970s: “while until then it was 
fashionable to wear a mustache, vir-
tually overnight, it became a fad 
reserved for the likes of law enforce-
ment, steel workers, motor cross driv-
ers.” They said themselves, “a fad.” 
Were they (and their kind) to leave 
it alone, moustache culture would 
have normalized. It would once 
again become the choice facial hair 
of writers, philosophers and thinkers. 
But no. That same group, the AMI, 
exemplifies the problem by insist-
ing on having contests such as “Best 
Sports Mustache of All Time” and 
features such as “Mustache Games” 
and “Mustache Video of the Week.” 
The staff section of their website 
reveals a series of photos; all smarmy, 
mustachioed infidels, all gazing like 
scholars into the distance. Jokers, all 
of them!

It’s over for the moustache. This 
article was no attempt to save an 
endangered style. It was a mourn-
ful warning to avoid crushing other 
styles. Last year, I was forced to 
stop wearing my tracksuit when the 
neighbour’s kid laughed at me. The 
year before, I had to put away my 
padded breeches. And the year prior 
was especially bad: to the fire went 
my peascod belly, palandran and 
gregues! 

Ode tO a level-30 genius
A letter to Gary Gygax 
1938-2008

BEN poggEMIllEr, stAff

 Dear Gary Gygax,
I was never directly affected by 

your work, but the ripples of your 
genius reach farther than merely 
being the co-creator of Dungeons 
& Dragons (D&D). You are num-
ber 18 on Gamespy’s “Top 30 Most 
Influential People in Gaming,” and 
that is not unmerited. Even though 
it was a tie, to share number 18 with 
J.R.R. Tolkien is high esteem. You 
made fantasy not passive but participa-
tory and something to be shared. You 

made role-playing games cool before 
they became not cool again. You had 
a “science-fictiony” name, worthy of a 
nerd. Many of us wish we had an X in 
our names. Somehow “Poggemillerx” 
isn’t quite the same as “Gygax.” 

With your inhabitable worlds, 
you influenced a generation that 
influenced my PC gaming. I couldn’t 
have played Diablo, Ultima Online, 
or Guild Wars without your pioneer-
ing. I was even fortunate enough to 
play Neverwinter Nights, which was 
based on third edition Dungeons & 
Dragons, dice rolls and all. 

You might merit a blurb or a short 
article or perhaps nothing at all in the 
newspapers, but you deserve a biogra-
phy. All I can offer is a tiny letter.

Many times I have thought of 
picking up the tabletop version of 
D&D and, many times, I have shied 
away. I have very few friends who 
would be interested, and after decades 
of inspired designers and expanding 
worlds, the rules always seem daunt-
ing. It continually seems harder and 
harder to be a beginner. It’s sad that 
it took your death to make me want 
to try again.  I really will this time, I 
promise! 

You were on Futurama once 
and you said, “Anyone wanna play 
Dungeons & Dragons for the next 
quadrillion years?” Maybe you will 
be.
Sincerely,
Ben Poggemiller

Duck duck 
goose

St. Vincent Academy Diaries: Print Edition. Featuring:

KU

Do you find the internet too confusing? Is it too hard? Are you worried it's full of viruses and 
immigrants and videos of people eating poo? But you still want to follow your favourite weekly 

teen melodrama in diary-format? Then don't go to www.academydiaries.com! Instead, check out St. 
Vincent Academy Diaries print edition, every week (except this week) in the Manitoban.
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• Refreshments available inside hotel
• Come to the Victoria Inn for the greatest
selection of music that you will ever see!

FOR MORE INFORMATION/TABLE RENTALS, CALL:

RICHARD or ALEX@
204-338-3655

Sunday, March 16, 2008

“Those moustaches, majestic and robust — complete! They fertilize the upper lip, they 
give it brawn. “
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Clarification Regarding UMSU Health & Dental Plan Opt-Outs
Students who were assessed the Health & Dental fees in the 2008 
winter term and were successful at opting-out had their fees reversed 
on their tuition. Being that only new students to the University are 
assessed the fees the number of opt-outs at this time is less than 200 
students. This is a fraction of the number of opt-outs that take place in 
the fall terms.  
The process to opt-out for the Fall term has not been changed.  
Students will be expected the pay their Health & Dental fees with their 
tuition regardless of whether or not they are opting out and refunds 
for successful opt-outs will be directly issued from UMSU.
UMSU plans to continue to work with the University of Manitoba to 
develop a process that is e�cient for students, the University and 
UMSU.

upcoming events

UMSU Annual General Meeting 
(AGM)

Monday, March 31
11:30 AM

Free Food for all attendees!
EVERYONE is WELCOME

BISONS

Congratulations to the 
Bison Cheerleaders for 
their 1st PLACE WIN 
in the Sea and Sky 
International Cheerleading 

competition!

Good luck to all our Bisons teams in CIS Championship games!
UMSU proudly supports Bisons Sports.

a program where you can trade in 
food to pay down your   library �nes, is 
scheduled for Monday, MARCH 24 
to Sunday MARCH 30, 2008. 

Collected food will be donated to the U of M Food Bank.
Unsure if you have a library �ne? Check My Library 
Account at www.umanitoba.ca/libraries.
Refer to www.umanitoba.ca/libraries or 
www.umsu.ca for further information.

for
fINESFOOD
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Wherein the writer acknowledges 
she has used the boys’ room but does 
not apologize to the guy standing 
outside.

I used to work at a store that had 
two washrooms that contained the 
exact same fixtures and were each 
others’ twin, except that one said 

“Women” on the door and the other 
said “Men.” Since the clientele of the 
store were overwhelmingly male and 
the employees were predominantly 
male, some of the guys would use the 
women’s washroom and think noth-
ing of it. Each was a single-person 
room containing one toilet, one sink, 
one soap dispenser and one towel 
dispenser. There were no tampons in 
the ladies’ room and no urinal in the 
guys’. It made sense sometimes to use 
either/or because when you gotta go, 

you gotta go. 
One day, I had to use the facilities, 

and the “women’s” washroom was 
occupied, probably by one of our male 
staff (she said, accusingly). After wait-
ing about a minute, I realized that the 
men’s room had been open the entire 
time, so I stepped in. As I walked out 
of the room, I realized that a man had 
needed to use a washroom but didn’t 
think so lightly of using the women’s 
room as I had, and I was surprised by 
the glare he gave me as I exited the 
door labelled “Men.” 

There are people who receive “the 
glare” when leaving a public wash-
room on a regular basis. For transgen-
der or transitioning people who don’t 
necessarily feel like they fit into the 
either/or-male/female-man/woman 
binary, choosing which room to go 
into can be stressful. If the way that 
your hair and clothes make you look 
doesn’t correspond with the social 

about two-and-a-half feet wide or lin-
ing up guys at urinals so they can get 
in and get out without touching any-
thing other than their zippers could 
save more space. Maybe we were 
separated because people figured that 
women wouldn’t want to see guys 

“putting out fires” or so that guys 
wouldn’t find out why ladies alleg-
edly go to the washroom in packs. 
Having said that, there are times 
when people might like more pri-

norms of the body parts underneath, 
you run the risk of offending some-
one no matter which bathroom you 
enter, when all you really wanted 
to do was pee, not make a political 
statement. 

In thinking about the gender 
division in washrooms, I was trying 
to remember why we separated men 
from women in the first place. I sup-
pose cramming more people into a 
washroom with the stalls that are 

vacy in washrooms, and are not say-
ing “Well, thank God it was a woman 
making that noise, smell or water run, 
because otherwise that would make 
me uncomfortable!” 

Some university campuses are 
starting to install gender-neutral 
washrooms and gender-neutral resi-
dences for students (for people who 
are transitioning and for people who 
want to live in mixed-sex housing in 
a university residence). Usually this 
means not changing the hardware in 
individual washrooms but making 
washrooms more private; it’s a one-
person washroom with a door that 
locks, and there is not a sign outside 
labelling it “men’s”  or “women’s.” 
Wheelchair-accessible washrooms are 
often the only washrooms that are 
gender-neutral, but people who don’t 
need a wheelchair-accessible wash-
room may feel uncomfortable “tak-
ing away” a washroom from someone 
who needs a wheelchair-accessible 
one. 

At the U of M there is one 
“gender-neutral” washroom in the 
Faculty of Human Ecology build-
ing, where everyone enters through 
the same door but a barrier divides 
them, men on the left, women on the 
right. Though it has a unisex door-
way, this type of bathroom could 
still be uncomfortable for someone 
who doesn’t currently self-identify as 
a man or a woman. I encourage you 
to actually check out the layout of the 
bathroom, and see if you’d like to use 
this bathroom as your only option on 
campus.

If you were to try using the “for-
bidden washroom,” the washroom 
that is assigned to the other gender, 
what would happen? Would you 
ever try it? Some people seek refuge 
in washrooms when they need to be 
alone in a public space, but for oth-
ers it’s never an option. Can we as a 
society ever get over the elementary-
school embarrassment of having gone 
into the “wrong” room? 

It’s Pat(terned discrimination)
lAUrA BlAkEly 

ILLUstrAtIon By kEVIN DoolE

three dollar Bill



ArTS Arts Editor: Nicholas MacMahon
Contact:  arts@themanitoban.com / 474.6529 Vol. 95 No. 23   MArCh 12, 2008   WWW.ThEMANIToBAN.CoM26

With a haunting and nostalgic 
sound, the Saskatchewan-
based band, the Deep Dark 

Woods (DDW) have been busy since 
the band’s formation in 2005, touring 
with a country artist, Shuyler Jansen, 
and releasing their second album.

The lead singer, Ryan Boldt, agrees 
to a phone interview while taking a 
break from his stone masonry job. 
With a deep country drawl, he begins 
to talk about the band’s history, their 
story-telling lyrics, and throws in 
some fables about touring and sum-
mer camp.

The band is made up of Boldt, 
Chris Mason (bass), Lucas Goetz 
(drums), and Burke Barlow (guitar), 
with all members contributing to 
vocals. 

Besides being a touring buddy 
and fellow Saskatchewan, Jansen 
was actually the one who introduced 
DDW to what would become their 
future label, Black Hen Music. 

A few months ago, Boldt explains, 
Jansen moved to Saskatoon with his 
wife, since she was originally from the 
city.

“He came out to a show one night 
and saw us play, and it went from 
there,” Boldt recounts. 

Now the two artists jam together 
in the flat province, Boldt explains, 
since Jansen doesn’t have a back-up 
band. Even on tour, the group acts as 
his back-up band, while playing their 
own set for the crowd. 

Even though the band has only 
been around since 2005, they have just 
released their second album, Hang Me, 
Oh Hang Me. Their first album, self-
titled, took only 12 hours to record; 
for the second recording, the band 
took almost five months to complete 
it, just working on weekends.

“That’s all we wanted to do . . .  
record and make loads of records. 
And, if it was possible, we would 
probably be putting out a record a 
year,” said Boldt.

Despite the increased success of 
the group (getting signed, releasing 
records, and touring), Boldt only 
hopes that more people will listen to 
the band.

“I don’t know if I want to be played 
on the radio all the time, because the 
majority of the crap on the radio 
annoys me by the end of the day of 
working.”

All the members, except for 
Goetz (now unemployed and a for-
mer employee at CD Plus), balance 

the obligations of the music world 
with the obligations of the business 
world by holding down second jobs. 
Boldt makes his living working with 
his brother as a stone mason, Burke 
works as a chemist at the university, 
and Mason works with his father in 
sales.

As one of the main songwriters, 
Boldt says he would have never been 
able to write what he does if he hadn’t 
moved to British Columbia in ’02.

“That was a very good thing for me 
to do. I kind of learned how to write 
songs when I was out there. But, yeah 

. . . Saskatchewan is a really depressing 
place in the winter-time, so I think 
I’ve written a lot of songs about how 
depressing the winters are.”

Eventually Boldt would move 
back to Saskatchewan in 2005, join-
ing the other three guys to form 
DDW, where they would begin to 
jam almost every night together. 

Along with travel, Boldt says 
that listening to his grandmother 
sing country gospel may have had 
an influence on his sound, alongside 
the heavy influence of classic country, 
like Mississippi John Hurt, and mur-
der ballads.

“Just back then . . . they sang with 
meaning, a lot more meaning com-
pared to nowadays for the most part, 
anyways,” Boldt said. “[Our songs 
are] a lot of murder songs and gospel 
songs. The majority of our songs are 
either about death or God.”

Boldt began to reminisce about 
his relationship with the other band 
members. Mason, he said, he met 
in Grade 12, and they used to drive 
to the United States to attend music 
festivals. Barlow he has known since 
summer camp. 

“Oh yeah, lots of good memories 
with Burke. There’s French-kissing in 
the bushes. Not with Burke,” Boldt 
laughs. “With nice-looking girls when 
I was a kid. Oh, those days. [Now?] 
It’s all stone masonry.”

Boldt continued along memory 
lane, cherishing his most memorable 
show at the Times Change(d) High 
and Lonesome Club in Winnipeg. 

“This drunk woman comes up 
[while I’m performing] and she’s 
got her [pointer] finger out. She’s, 
like, slowly walking towards me . . . 
and I’m looking at her singing this 
soft song. So, all of a sudden, she . . .  
pokes my dink twice. She gave me . . . 
a nice little, just like a push.”

The band hopes to be recording 
again in either September or October 
in a studio in Vancouver
The Deep Dark Woods will be play-
ing on March 15 at the Cavern with 
Shuyler Jansen. 

french-kissing in the 
bushes, With the deep 
dark WOOds
A guide to ‘ folk-rockdom’

ChElSE MCkEE, stAff

NICk MACMAHON, StAff

WhAT’S yoUr MUSICAl phIloSophy?

WhAT’S yoUr MUSICAl STylE?

Who or WhAT ArE yoUr INFlUENCES?

WhAT INSpIrES yoU?

Who’S IN ThE BAND rIghT NoW?

WhAT Do yoU look For IN A lIVE pErForMANCE?

AS yoUr STylE EVolVES, Do yoU CoNSCIoUSly Try 
To MAINTAIN ElEMENTS oF yoUr orIgINAl SoUND?

WhAT IS ThE kEy To MUSICAl loNgEVITy oN ThE loCAl lEVEl?

At this point, you don’t turn on my music to dance. 
Quite frankly, it’s music to be sad, angry or lazy to. If 
I’m going to ask someone to come to me and relate 
to my words or if I’m going to try to go out there and 
offer some kind of solidarity, it’s important to be hon-
est (or an infallible actor). honesty is the best policy.

folk pop.

A guitar player once told me that I write like a piano 
player.  I suppose the 20 years I spent studying that 
instrument would most likely have an effect on the kind 
of music that comes out of me.  other than that, I pretty 
much stay in my own little bubble; I would be the worst 
contestant in any kind of contemporary music quiz.

Extremes: anger, sadness, frustration, etc.  I also appreci-
ate the gift that filmmakers offer me when I’m asked to 
compose a score.  It’s a different way to write, and I’m 
always grateful for the free inspiration I find in their story.

cat Jahnke on vocals, guitar and piano; Patrick farr on 
incomparable bass; Mike shawcross on wicked drums; 
and Darren Johnston, the most important lifter of heavy 
bits and pusher of critical buttons (roadie and tech).

Whether it’s a huge club gig in toronto or an intimate house 
concert in southern saskatchewan, I always strive to 
make a genuine connection with the audience.  Beyond 
just entertaining, I would hope that folks relate to my 
stories and music, and feel like they’re getting to know 
me. And if, at the end of a show, I’m offered a story in 
return, I’m even more thankful for that vulnerability.

When I write for myself, I’m a slave to my muse.  I 
write what and when I can; it’s difficult to deliberately 
manipulate the direction of a song.  Perhaps the 
underlying elements that define my sound are more 
subconscious, in which case, I’m glad I don’t have to 
be directly responsible for my own progression.

Ask me in 20 years.

Authenticity plays a big role in my philosophy. Enjoyment 
as well — I love to watch performers who mean it and 
enjoy what they do. on a more profound level, I consider 
myself a modernist more so than a traditionalist, so 
the fusion of styles and the reinvention of traditional 
styles in a more modern context excite me musically.

A mish-mash.

I am a big fan of nick cave, tom Waits, Bach, the Melvins, 
Will oldham and many, many more. As a writer, I am 
influenced by my surroundings and all that I see hap-
pening. I also love early American detective fiction, 
particularly Dashiell hammett and ross MacDonald. the 
installation work of southern Alberta artist David hoffos 
is also something that I consider quite influential. the 
strength of the Winnipeg arts and music community, in 
particular the roots community that revolves around the 
times change(d) club. Also, the films of Mike Maryniuk.

My daughter sylvie and my wife rhoda.

the core Little Buddies are tom “twisty” fodey on bass, 
Kelly castle on drums, Ashley roch on piano and myself 
on electrical guitar and vocals. there is also a large 
contingent of guests that join us frequently, includ-
ing Grant siemens, Don Zueff, Jaxon haldane, chrys 
fournier, rob vaarmeyer, chris carmichael and more.

I look for energy and musicianship in a live perfor-
mance. subtlety and dynamics are always a bonus. 
It really depends on the show, though. If an artist 
succeeds in their delivery, I believe that an audi-
ence will understand the artist’s intentions intrinsi-
cally. I don’t like boring, contrived crap — something 
which there is no shortage of in today’s market.

I don’t think about those things. I write songs 
that I like and hope that some others do as well. I 
think my sound is something that I cannot escape 
but I hope not to be doomed to repetition.

I suppose avoiding redundancy must be key. Writing 
and performing new material as well as giving people 
the older material they want. not overplaying. It’s best 
to avoid the “We can go see them any time” thing. Also, 
getting on the road and playing elsewhere actually really 
helps a band at home because that is where a band really 
improves; fans take pride in the accomplishments of 
the bands they love. the D.rangers, the Perpetrators or 
romi Mayes are shining examples of all these things. 

Cat Jahnke
march 14, noon 
@ Portage Place, 
Edmonton court

Mayor Matt 
Allen and the 
Little Buddies 
march 14, 10:30 @ 
Times change(d) High 
and lonesome club



ArTS Arts Editor: Nicholas MacMahon
Contact:  arts@themanitoban.com / 474.6529 Vol. 95 No. 23   MArCh 12, 2008   WWW.ThEMANIToBAN.CoM27

the term “dysfunctional family” 
is often over-used and seems cli-
ché to even bring up. But in the 

capable hands of George F. Walker, 
a Canadian writer, this expression 
really gets put to work. In Walker’s 
play Escape from Happiness, no label 
could be truer when watching the 
step-family of small-time thief Junior 

(Clayton Gray), as they seek justice 
and understanding for a brutal beat-
ing he receives. As the story unfolds, 
the family’s past troubles couple with 
a criminal mystery, threatening the 
mental health of most all involved, 
mainly because the family has to han-
dle their problems together for once.

This is the final mainstage pro-
duction for our Black Hole Theatre 
Company’s current season, and the 

promise of dark comedies has cer-
tainly been fulfilled. Escape from 
Happiness is chalk full of shady char-
acters, gunplay, foul language and 
even a delightful torture scene. Yes, 
I’m fully aware that I just accom-
panied the word “delightful” with 

“torture,” and, I assure you, it is not 
meant to sound sarcastic or ironic by 
any means. 

Along with the torture scene, the 
play had audience members chok-
ing with uproarious laughter. This 
is a rather long show, but the laughs 
got bigger as it went on, making for 
a very satisfying viewing. Judging by 
the boisterous reactions of the entire 
crowd, this play ensures an evening’s 
entertainment. 

The lion’s share of the praise goes 
to the cast and the directing. Many 
a scene was stolen by the likes of 
William Jordan and Tim Gray, in 
their portrayal of father-and-son 
thugs, and Stephanie Willis with her 
wild frustration as the elder child, 
Elizabeth. Every character garnered 
big laughs, but there were times 
where I could not concentrate on the 
dialogue because the thugs in the 
background were too amusing — a 
great problem to have.

Certain characters, namely the 
mother, Nora (Erin Essery), and the 
middle child, Mary-Ann (Stephanie 

Willis), came off as caricatures more 
than character, and their quirki-
ness seemed forced in the first act, 
while delivering longer lines and 
monologues. This is the fault of 
Walker’s script rather than the actors. 
Everywhere else, these characters’ 
reactions and smaller bits of dialogue 
from the sidelines were often hilarious 
and far more suiting to their manner.

Escape from Happiness is refresh-
ingly relentless in its willingness to 
go over-the-top. At first, I was a touch 
apprehensive about the play opening 
with Nora’s mixture of busybody con-
cern and absent-minded callousness 
towards Junior’s well-being, though 
this sort of wackiness became more 
than acceptable once it was estab-
lished that it was not specific to one 
lone character but to a handful. 

Chris Johnson, the director, is 
quite fanatical about Walker’s work 
and is a theatre professor at the U of 
M. His love for the material and years 
of experience ensures that this play is 
in capable hands, and it shows. Even 
with half a dozen characters or more 
running amuck onstage, the plot (as 
goofy as it becomes) is still main-
tained, and this locomotive of a play 
manages to reach its destination (for 
what its worth). 

touted as a light-hearted romantic 
comedy, this breed of film rarely 
prompts great expectations, but 

it couldn’t have been predicted what 
a colossal waste of money and time 
this movie would prove to be for its 
producers, actors, directors and crew, 
never mind the audience.

Amy Adams plays Delysia Lafosse, 
a young and beautiful aspiring actress 
who has her sights fixed on a life in the 
lap of luxury.  Frances McDormand is 
Miss Guinevere Pettigrew, a frumpy, 
judicious woman who is fired from her 
job during wartime in London. Miss 
Pettigrew finds herself homeless; out of 
desperation she shows up on Delysia’s 
doorstep, posing as a social secretary 

for Delysia. As it turns out, Delysia is 
in a bit of a pickle, as she has one man 
naked in bed and another in the car 
outside on his way up to the flat (that 
he owns). It sounds like an interesting 
plot setup. It’s not.

The lead performances are forget-
table. Although the role of the pretty, 
but fairly talentless, young actress 
seems to suit Adams, she botches it. 
Adams portrays Delysia as a virtually 

“unrelateable,” over-the-top, exceed-
ingly annoying, morally bankrupt 
spoiled brat. Her face is constantly 
contorting into highly exaggerated 
smiles, frowns and her specialty “I’m 

confused!” eyebrow crumple. Adams’ 
hands nervously twitter around her 
face, which is frequently distracting. 
In our introduction to the painfully 
annoying character, Adams seems 
particularly concerned that we will not 
believe she’s a young, daft, loose-moral 
socialite. She strains her voice and 
face so desperately to convey a mes-
sage that has already been impressed 
upon the audience by the ritzy apart-
ment setting and the step-by-step plot 
progression.

The film is redundant and pre-
dictable, with the only noteworthy 
performance coming from Shirley 
Henderson as Edythe Dubarry — an 
opportunistic young friend of Delysia 
whose engagement to a wealthy linge-
rie designer has recently been broken 
off. Her self-assurance and presence 
on-camera is refreshing amongst 
actors and actresses who can’t seem to 
find their footing, attempting to por-
tray individuals who lived but a few 
generations before they did. 

Edythe’s voice (whether put-on or 
real) is a high-pitched cross between 
a child and a chipmunk. It is both 
amusing and delightful to hear her 
make threats, accusations and exude 
pseudo-confidence. The best scenes in 
the film are those in which she has a 
chance to speak; the sole star awarded 
to this film belongs to her exclusively. 

A particularly memorable moment 
in a completely forgettable film is a 
scene between Delysia, Miss Pettigrew 
and Edythe. Edythe attempts to con-
vince Miss Pettigrew to use her persua-
sive powers to win Edythe’s husband 
back. She attempts to relate to Miss 
Pettigrew by drawing a comparison 
between themselves and Delysia. 
Edythe implies their lack of natural 
beauty requires some additional tal-
ent in order to achieve their goals. The 
statement is particularly fitting, not 
only within the context of the film, but 
it’s relevant to the unfortunate casting 
decisions. Shirley Henderson should 
have been cast as Delysia Lafosse, as 
she might have rendered the film 
watchable, even enjoyable. 

dysfunctiOnal family fun
Black Hole’s season closer offers years biggest laughs, with scenes 
of toruture and the quirky

WIllIAM o’DoNNEll, stAff

GrAve ‘Miss-tAke’!
Amy Adams forgets 
to check her Broadway 
baggage at the door
TEghAN BEAUDETTE, voLUntEEr stAff

Miss Pettigrew 
Lives for a Day
Directed by: Bharat Nalluri
Now playing
★ out of 5

Escape from 
Happiness
Directed by: Chris Johnson
Until March 15 @ the Black 
Hole Theatre
★★★★ out of 5

 CD REVIEWS
A New Honour
The Untitled Truce
Independent, 2008

★★★★
This first release from local rock 

quartet, A New Honour, is radio-ready 
with a hard-rock sound that is not 
afraid to dip into occasional ballad 
territory. The production values makes 

one think of the likes of Three Days Grace and other assorted 
Canadian rock groups featured heavily on  local radio stations 
but not quite as desperate or even cheesy with the song content. 
(Fun fact: last year, they had a charting song on Power 97.) 
If I may stick with the radio theme, the melodies are 

strong enough to place them above the typical rock music 
masses that make one change the station. (I’m eyeing you, 
Nickelback.) Coupled with this, the lyrics are inspirational-
based, instead of pandering to the common themes of 
loss and heartache that litter the modern airwaves. 
So, while strong comparisons can be drawn to the sorts 

of bands that critics love to blast (I’m guilty of that), A New 
Honour proves to be worthwhile. It is encouraging to see local 
talent go that extra mile, attempting something bigger than 
the usual. What we have here is a band name to keep an eye 
out for and an album that will satisfy fans of the genre.

— William O’Donnell, staff
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VANCOUVER FILM SCHOOL is on the road searching for

Visit vfs.com/blog  for student success stories

canadian cinema has the curse 
of being frequently pigeon-
holed as too “artsy,” unusual, 

or cheap-looking for theatres. The 
box office numbers for Canadian 
productions defend this accusation, 
especially in our own country. 

In a recent interview I had over 
coffee with Genie Award winning 
(and Canadian) director Robert 
Cuffley, he told me that he believes 
Canadian cinema “should not be a 
painful chore to watch . . . I really 
want to break that feeling.” In an 
attempt to prove that Canadian 
films can have a great “entertainment 
value” without losing any Canadian 
distinction, Cuffley presents his latest 
production Walk All Over Me, which 
also happened to be shot entirely in 
Winnipeg. 

“[Canadians] should not feel like 
they should rent a Canadian film just 
to be a good citizen,” Cuffley pro-
claims; he’s very adamant about the 
filmmaker’s need to perform in order 
to accomplish this task.   

The discussion then turned to 
Cuffley’s hopes to display not just 
entertainment value but to demon-
strate that Canadians are capable 
of “immense professionalism” in 
cast, crew, and overall production. 
Winnipeg seemed to give a very 
encouraging impression on this front; 

“Leelee [Sobieski, the star of the film] 
has been quoted many times saying 
that [Winnipeg’s] crew was the most 
professional she had ever worked 
with in her life. And I agree with her 
in many ways . . . they were fast, kind, 
hard-working, and just overall very 
professional.” 

The local cast was another high-
light of this production. “I’ve had 
experiences where a shoot blows 
its wad on the stars, then gets local 
supporting cast that are —” Cuffley 
made an expression on his face that 
worried our waitress, who dutifully 
came over to check his concern, 
thinking it may have been about his 
order. “But the talent from Winnipeg 
was amazing.” 

Cuffley made special note of 
local performer Ross McMillan, 
who Winnipeggers may know best 
as “Roderick” in Guy Maddin’s The 

Saddest Music in the World if they 
are not familiar with his endless 
amounts of local acting and direct-
ing work for stage and screen. “I got 
comments [about Ross] all the time 
. . . telling me how amazing he was. 
People kept saying to me things like 
‘Leelee was great, but who was that 
guy with the grey hair?’ and asking 
‘Why don’t I know this guy?’ because 
so many could not grasp the idea of 
a person this talented who was not a 
well-known American actor,” Cuffley 
testified, without me even prompting 
him. Cuffley also commented on 
how McMillan’s dry humour and 
wit matched the film’s comic side 
perfectly. 

I asked Cuffley more about the 
film as a comedy, and the discussion 
turned onto the tricky placement of 
films into genres. “Many people call 
[Walk All Over Me] a comedy, and 
just as many call it a thriller. Neither 
is right, but at the same time neither 
is wrong,” Cuffley stated. Walk All 
Over Me is the story of a young girl 
named Alberta (played by Sobieski) 
who poses as a dominatrix, stepping 
in for her friend Celene (played by 
Tricia Helfer, a model-turned-actress). 
This setup seems ripe for comedy, and 
it plans to be, but as Cuffley explained 
to me, “At the 23-minute mark, the 
film switches genres completely.” 

Regarding the bondage and S&M 
of the film, “It’s really just a backdrop 
for the story,” Cuffley explained, but 
also went on to explain that it made 
for interesting, unintentional pro-
motion. After becoming linked to a 
U.K. S&M site, Walk All Over Me’s 
website’s hits quadrupled in less than 
24 hours. 

Currently, Cuffley is working on 

three new major film projects, the 
next being a romantic comedy that 
involves female pro-wrestling (tenta-
tively titled “Chokeslam”), and the 
third project is another to be shot in 
Winnipeg. 

At the present time, Walk All 
Over Me is playing nightly at the 
Globe Cinema. A great chance 
for fine entertainment, supporting 
Canadian cinema and witnessing 
some leather action (not the point of 
the film, Cuffley explained, but you 
certainly can’t ignore it). 

keep ’em cOmin’!
Winnipeg-shot film provides Winnipeg talent with a boost, while evolving 
Canadian cinema

WIllIAM o’DoNNEll, stAff

africa cries fOr help, 
We rOck Out!
Recent charity rock concert — a resounding success

MorgAN MoDJESkI, stAff

on March 6, a lineup of local 
solo artists and bands played 
the Park Theatre for charity. 

Proceeds went to Reaching Across 
Borders (RAC), a charity that works 
to provide undernourished people 
in Africa with food, clean water and 
shelter. The lineup consisted of two 
local artists and three bands, while 
two of the bands were local the other 
was international (Canada and the 
United States). 

Local artist, Samantha Howden, 
made her debut at the Park Theatre, 
performing an impressive set that 
was a combination of original acous-
tic guitar and heavy poetry; she cap-
tured the audience.

Frequency, a local band from 
Winnipeg (which helped make the 
event possible) also put on an impres-
sive show, with a striking display of 
synchronization between instru-
ments and vocals. 

Fade to Fiction, another local 
band (playing Winnipeg venues for 
the last two years), had a solid set 
that had most of the crowd moving. 
The sound of this band was a solid 
example of modern alternative rock, 
with an impressive use of vocals and 
harmony. 

Fade to Fiction’s lead guitar-
ist, Kevin Hogg, made it very clear 
that doing something for charity was 
more important than making a bit 
of cash. Hogg said, “It doesn’t even 
matter if the bands aren’t getting 
paid, as long as it’s for charity.”

Andrew Mitchell, another per-
forming solo artist, showed the Park 
Theatre what one person can do with 
a mean set of vocals and an electric 
guitar.

The last band of the night was 
Ghosts on TV — another alterna-
tive rock band that filled the room 
with a huge sound, making the com-
bination of three complex guitar riffs, 
heavy drums and a solid bass line 
look easy. 

In the end, the concert raised 
over $700 for RAC, and all the 
bands involved said that they had no 
problem sacrificing a bit of cash to 
help a good cause.

Janelle Plamondon, organizer of 
the event and Frequency band mem-
ber, said that she was “totally sur-
prised at the turnout.” She went on to 
say, “There is not enough selflessness 
in North America.”

In the end, the concert was a 
total success, and this charity event 
was one of the better ones that I have 
attended in the city.

8 U OF M BAND SHOWCASE
The best of the best of U of M’s bands show off at the west end. March 14, 8 p.m. // 

WECC // $10 at An-
swers

2 HEY OCEAN!
inescapably catchy, clever without being cutesy, reminiscent of 
sublime but so-much-better, jazz-perfect Vancouver indie-pop.

March 13, 9 p.m. // Lo 
Pub // $5

4 HOW TO KILL YOURSELF WITH A SCREWDRIVER
A dark comedy about “growing up street in winnipeg,” this offer-
ing by Theatre Projects Mb clearly has the best title of the year. 

March 9, 9 p.m. // 
Cinematheque // $5

6 THE DEEP DARK WOODS
Though it pains me to say it, saskatoon bands are awesome. 
Please check out this darkly, impossibly beautiful folk-pop outfit. 

Now playing // Globe 
CInema // $6

10 SKA/REGGAE WEEKEND
Headliners Pimpot, touring on a new album, are from Hawaii, 
but lots of local acts fill out a two nights of ska at Ozzy’s. 

March 14-15, 8 p.m. // 
Ozzy’s

T h E  M A N I T o B A N  r E C o M M E N D S

1 WINNIPEG DIY FEST
Heck yes! includes a brew it Yourself competition (judge for $5 
admission) on the 14th, and many workshops. wpgdiyfest.org.

March 10-16 // U of W 
and Red Rose Lodge // 
mostly free.

3 WEATHERMAN UNDERGROUND 
Local british-’70s-influenced (in a good way) rockers plus the i-dare-
you-not-to-dance Crosstown rivals, ian La rue and the Condor — yes.

March 15, 10 p.m. // Lo 
Pub // $5

5 BLOODY TALES FROM THE FILM GROUP 
BASEMENT          bring your security blanket for the five 
scariest films ever crafted in the Artspace basement.

March 13-23 8 p.m. 
nightly // Times 
Change(d) // $15 stu-
dents ($20 adults)

7 MAYOR MATT ALLEN & THE LITTLE BUDDYTONS
Like beirut, but with prairie-son lyrics that actually make sense. 
worth checking out if you have even a passing interest in roots. 

March 14, 10 p.m. // 
Times Change(d) // free

9 KATIE MURPHY
Catch her on March 16 at the Lo, or March 18 at Tryst. March 16, 8/18, p.m. // 

the Lo Pub /Tryst

t e s s a   v a n d e r h a r tc h e c K  t h i s  o u t  —  M a R c h  1 2 - 1 9

WATERWALKER FILM FESTIVAL 
if you’re interested in canoeing or kayaking, documentaries, 
saving the world, or looking at beautiful films, this festival — a 
fundraiser for Paddle Canada — should be right up your river. 

March 6 // Times 
Change(d) // free

Honorable 
mention
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Give the NBA a chance

roMEr BAUTISTA, stAff

A Feb. 15 poll by Harris Interactive 
showed that, among Americans 
who follow more than one 

sport, professional football (read: the 
NFL) is considered by most to be 
their favourite. It was considered the 
favourite sport by 30 per cent of those 
who participated in the poll.

This comes as no surprise. Pro 
football replaced pro baseball as 
America’s pastime in the mid-1980s 
and has been the country’s favourite 
sport since.

Pro baseball (MLB) still holds a 
place close to America’s heart, how-
ever, as it came in as America’s second 
favourite sport, with 15 per cent of 
the vote. College football was third 
(12 per cent), auto racing was fourth 
(10 per cent), and hockey rounded 
out the top five with five per cent of 
the vote.

Then, finally, came men’s pro bas-
ketball (the NBA), at four per cent, 
just slightly ahead of men’s college 
basketball and men’s golf.

So, in terms of resonating within 
the American conscience, the NBA is 
on the same level as the PGA tour. I 
find this to be a startling result, espe-
cially considering that the NBA is 
showcasing a stretch of some of the 
best basketball in years. And what’s 
even greater is that the league’s top 
stars are all genuinely likeable. The 
NBA’s current ensemble of young 
stars — the likes of LeBron James, 
Chris Paul and Dwight Howard — 
don’t have the checkered pasts as the 
stars of years past. They aren’t being 
charged for carrying around hand-
guns like Allen Iverson, or beating 
their wives like Jason Kidd, or chok-
ing their head coaches like Latrell 
Sprewell.

The actions of those players, along 
with the “Malice at the Palace” (the 

infamous on-court mêlée between the 
Detroit Pistons, the Indiana Pacers, 
and a bunch of drunken fans), have 
apparently soured the NBA’s image 
to the casual fan, despite occurring 
years ago. ESPN: the Magazine con-
ducted a poll recently, to which 50 per 
cent of the respondents thought that 

“it’s a shame, what’s happening to the 
league.” The same poll also showed 
that casual fans feel that NBA players 
are less likely to respect the fans and 
more likely to use recreational drugs.

Yet, in the case of the MLB, at a 
time when both the greatest hitter and 
the greatest pitcher of the past two 
decades have surrounded themselves 
in a cloud of question marks and 
asterisks over steroids, human-growth 
hormones and alleged cheating, only 
38 per cent feel that what’s going on 
in that league is a shame. Even less, 21 
per cent, have the same perception on 
the NFL, despite actions of Michael 
Vick and Pacman Jones.

What worries me, however, is 
that, because of this undeserved, yet 
unshakeable misconception about 
the association, fans are going to 
miss what could be the greatest era in 
league history. The NBA, right now, 
has as much star power as ever before. 
We get to see some veteran superstars 
playing at the tail end of the peaks 
of their careers. We get to see play-
ers like Tracy McGrady, Steve Nash 
and Kevin Garnett, who in search-
ing for their first championship rings, 
are playing with more fire then ever 

— and Tim Duncan, who, with one 
more ring, could cement his one of 
the greatest big men of all time. And 
we also get to see Kobe Bryant, argu-
ably the best player of the last couple 
of years, and will likely continue to be 
in the discussion for years to come. 

All likeable players, all with inter-
esting sub-plots.

And with the crop of future super 
stars shining brightly already, the out-

look keeps getting better. “Superman” 
Dwight Howard showed off his 
unbelievable abilities at the all-star 
weekend this year, while Chris Paul 
continues to play at an MVP level. 
And you’ve also got the likes of Deron 
Williams, Chris Bosh, Dwyane Wade 
and Yao Ming, who should continue 
to represent the NBA exceptionally 
well both on and off the court. Even 
Greg Oden and Kevin Durant, the 
two gifted rookies who were hyped to 
death at last year’s draft, have come 
off as likeable people.

And then there’s LeBron. 
If there is one reason to watch the 

NBA for the next few years, do it so 
that you could be a witness. Not only 
is he meeting the high hopes that 
everyone set for him when he entered 
the league in 2003, he is surpassing 
them. He has gotten better every year; 
and last year, he took a sorry excuse 
of a supporting cast and led them to 
an NBA finals appearance. This year, 
he has evolved into a nightly triple-
double threat and the most feared 
crunch-time scorer in the league. 
Trust me, I watched LeBron drop 24 
on the Toronto Raptors in the fourth 
quarter of the Cavaliers’ 93-90 come-
from-behind win. There was nothing 
the Raptors could have done to stop 
him. When LeBron wants to score, 
he will score.

It’s scary to think that LeBron 
could get even better, but the likely 
reality is that he will. If he adds a 
couple more things to his game — a 
go-to low-post move, for example — 
he will be even more unstoppable.

Just like anyone who saw Michael 
Jordan play in his prime is proud to 
say that they saw MJ in his prime, I 
think we’re going to reach a point 
where we’ll be saying the same thing 
about LeBron. And if that’s the case, 
then it is definitely something that 
any sports fan will not want to miss.

bisOns bring hOme the brOnze
Manitoba’s second consecutive third-place showing at nationals

AAroN koZAk, thE fulcrum 
(UnIvErsIty of ottAWA)

oTTAWA (special to the 
Manitoban) —  The Bisons 
swarmed the ice, embracing 

veteran goaltender Dana Hoogsteen, 
as the final buzzer rang to end the 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
(CIS) bronze medal women’s hockey 
game between the University of 
Manitoba Bisons and the University 
of Alberta Pandas on March 10. 
After being the number-two goalie 
on the depth chart throughout the 
season, Hoogsteen replaced usual-
starter Stacie Corfield in net after 
she suffered an injury in the team’s 
previous game, a 3-1 win over St. 
Francis Xavier.

“I’ve always been there if I hap-
pen to get thrown in . . . I’ve been so 
excited, especially since this will be 
my last year,” said Hoogsteen after 
the win.

Apart from her skill on the 
ice, Hoogsteen is also a four-time 
Academic All-Canadian and has 
won multiple awards for her dedi-
cation to sport, academics and 
humanitarianism.

The game-winner was awarded 
to Chantal Larocque 13:30 into the 
second period after a skilful play by 
the Bisons defence to save the puck 

from escaping the Pandas’ zone. The 
puck was then thrown into traffic in 
front of the net, where Larocque was 
able to punch it past Alberta goalten-
der Dana Vinge. 

Larocque had seven goals and 14 
assists in 20 conference games with 
the Bisons and was named a Canada 
West second team all-star for the 
2007-08 season.

Stephanie Messner added the 
insurance goal into a wide-open 
glove-side shortly into the third 
period, receiving a beautiful cross-
ice pass from second-year forward 
Amy Coates.

The win came following a rough 
start to the tournament for the 
Bisons, who lost 6-0 in the tourna-
ment opener on March 7 against 
the top-ranked McGill University 
Martlets. This loss didn’t dampen 
their spirits too much, though, as 
they fought back with a 3-1 win over 
St. Francis Xavier on Saturday, qual-
ifying for Monday’s bronze medal 
contention.

“We proved that we belonged here 
again; it just took us a little bit lon-
ger to get going than it should have,” 
explained head coach Jon Rempel, 
who has taken the Bisons to three 
CIS championships in the past four 
years, winning bronze each time.

Getting the win over the Pandas 

was especially significant for the 
Bisons, as it was a rematch of this 
year’s Canada West finals in which 
the Pandas won in a two-game 
sweep. However, having that loss to 
the Pandas behind them just might 
have given the Bisons the intensity 
they needed to overcome the Pandas 
this time around.

“I think the fact that we lost to 
them in triple overtime [in game two 
of the Canada West finals] definitely 
gave us an edge. . . . We know how 
they play and we know how to break 
them down,” said Bison captain and 
three-time Canada West all-star 
Leanne Kisil.

Looking forward to the future 
of the team, the Bisons will be los-
ing some key components in captain 
Kisil and goaltender Hoogsteen. But 
they also have some promising young 
talent, as well. Eighteen-year-old 
Addie Miles led the team this past 
year in points, racking up 10 goals 

and 12 assists, and was named to 
the Canada West and CIS all-rookie 
team as well as the Canada West 
rookie of the year for the 2007-08 
season. Also, game-winning goal-
scorer Chantal Larocque is only in 
her second year of eligibility, as is 
Amy Coates, another promising 
Bison forward.

The Bisons finished 18-4-2 in 24 
conference games this past season, 
2-2 in the Canada West playoffs and 
2-1 in the CIS championship. Their 
conference record this year marks 
their best yet in the program’s 11 
years — their previous best being 
last year’s 30-point finish.

ditchball strikes again
MorgAN MoDJESkI, stAff

since 1977, the University 
of Manitoba’s Faculty of 
Architecture has held the proud 

tradition of holding a one-day event 
during which a hollowed-out, iced-
down, huge pile of snow is placed at 
the front of the Architecture build-
ing. Students are able to engage in 
a strange ritualistic sport known as 

“Ditch Ball”— an event held this year 
on March 7.

The game is played with two 
teams; the field is a huge hole dug 
into a large snowbank. Two planks 
of wood are placed on each side of 
the tunnel. The point of the game 
is to get past the plank, out of the 
ditch, and put the ball safely in the 
hands of your goalie, on the top of 
the mountain.

The dressing room reserved for 
Ditch Ball was a student lounge, and 
all over the room there was hockey 

equipment and winter clothing scat-
tered throughout. In the far corner of 
the room, a small girl was sitting on 
the ground working hard to make 
sure the rips in the huge ball were not 
releasing too much of the filling.

Outside, the place was going 
wild. Loud music was blaring from 
two huge speakers hooked up to a 
laptop that was located just inside 
the doors. Sitting behind the laptop 
was a tall young man, totally decked 
out head-to-toe in hockey equip-
ment. That young man was Ricardo 
Brito, the social programmer for the 
Student Architectural Society.

Ricardo explained to me in a 
quick interview that Ditch Ball 
was much more than just random 
violence in an icy ditch, “It’s just 
our strange way of releasing some 
pent-up anger or stress that we have 
throughout the year.”

While leaving, I managed to get 
three seconds with a member of one 
of the teams. All he said was, “One of 
the best sports ever,” then he was g

Photo by david liPnowsKi

Photo by FranK aPPleyard.
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part onE: a cUltUrE of apathy
The past — sports and jingoism

AJITpAUl MANgAT, stAff 
ILLUstrAtIon By kEVIN DoolE

Why do we play sports? This 
fundamental query has a 
myriad of plausible retorts. 

The human competitive drive 
could stem from biology as a method 
of practicing our inborn fight or 
flight instinct. In fact, the Ancient 
Olympic Games primarily con-
sisted of running and fighting events. 
Other responses originate in the 
interrelated fields of sociology and 
anthropology. For Johan Huizinga, 
a cultural theorist, sport, or play, is 
a method of learning about one’s 
environment. As Huizinga says in his 
book Homo Ludens: “Let my playing 
be my learning, and my learning be 
my playing.” According to Thorstein 
Veblen, a sociologist, sport is advan-
tageous to the community. In his 
book The Theory of the Leisure Class, 
he says: “The physical vigor acquired 
in the training for athletic games . . . 
is of advantage both to the individual 
and to the collectivity.” Additionally, 
there is the ethos of sport: the notion 
that sports are played for their own 
sake, with sportsmanship, fellow-
ship and ethics, rather than games-
manship — winning at all costs. 

While each of these dissonant 
theories is plausible, the doctrine of 
nationalism or patriotism — devo-
tion and loyalty to one’s own nation 

— seems to link them and lie at the 
heart of our ubiquitous drive to play 
sports. 

Noam Chomsky, a philoso-
pher in the documentary film 
Manufacturing Consent: Noam 
Chomsky and the Media, says: “I 
remember in high school . . . I sud-
denly asked myself at one point, why 
do I care if my high school team wins 
the football game? . . . I mean, why I 
am cheering for my team? It doesn’t 
mean any — it doesn’t make sense. 
But the point is, it does make sense: 
it’s a way of building up irrational 
attitudes of submission to authority 
and group cohesion behind leader-
ship elements — in fact, it’s training 
in irrational jingoism. That’s also a 
feature of competitive sports.” Thus, 
for Chomsky, we play sports to 
build patriotism, which, over time, 
develops into extreme patriotism, or 

“jingoism.” Therefore, through sports, 
we practice our inborn flight or fight 
instincts in order to be prepared 
for war, we learn and are trained to 
submit to the collective so we will 
yield to authority, and we develop 
fellowship with other citizens and 
internalize the ethics of our nation 
so we will coalesce behind leader-
ship. Ultimately, sports is training in 

jingoism.
This conjectural jingoism is per-

sonified at sporting events. The most 
popular events are ones involving 
nations, such as the Olympics and 
soccer’s World Cup. They are pre-
ceded and concluded by a playing 
of national anthems, during which 
time competing and then winning 
athletes stand and face their nation’s 
flag. Competing teams wear their 
nation’s colours and are often referred 
to as fighting for their country. And 
spectators dress in patriotic colours, 
display flags, and sing nationalistic 
songs.

Furthermore, the most com-
petitive countries are those that are 
jingoistic. Over the past 20 years, 
four countries — America, Russia, 
China and Germany — have dom-
inated the world’s most prestigious 
international multi-sport event 

— the Summer Olympic Games. 
America’s jingoism is presently 
self-evident from their aggressive 
foreign policy and imposing, pro-
lific military to their “melting pot” 
approach to immigration and notion 
of “American exceptionalism”: a 
self-evident, nationalistic superior-
ity. Russian, Chinese and German 
jingoisms have historic roots in 
their prevalence of communist and/
or dictatorship governments, which 
are inherently jingoistic. It could 
be argued that these countries are 
so competitive because they have a 
large populace and are wealthy. Both 
of these facts prove true: in terms of 
worldwide population and gross 
domestic product (GDP), America is 
third and first, Russia is ninth and 
10th, China is first and fourth, and 
Germany is 10th and third, respect-
ively. However, similarly populace 

and prosperous, but presently less 
jingoistic countries, such as Japan 
(population: 10th, GDP: second), 
India (population: second, GDP: 
12th) and the United Kingdom 
(population: 22, GDP: fifth), are 
less competitive winning fewer than 
half as many medals. Thus, the cor-
relation between sports and jingoism 
appears strong.

Canada is another case-in-point. 
The country is similarly wealthy 
and prosperous (GDP: ninth), has 
a slighter populace (36th), but most 
clearly is not as jingoistic. The rea-
sons for this marginal jingoism, 
or cultural apathy, are numerous. 
Firstly, Canada’s approach to immi-
gration is accepting. The country 
allows immigrants to keep their own 
culture rather than conform. While 
this policy has made for a diverse and 
culturally rich country it has come 
at the cost of a singular Canadian 
culture. Secondly, Canada has not 
experienced many wars, as it has 

never initiated large-scale warfare 
and did not endure a civil war. This 
marginal martial history has pre-
vented a coalescing of national spirit 
behind a commander-and-chief. 
Finally, Canada is a young country. 
Therefore, it has not had enough 
time to develop extreme patriotism.

The consequences of this lesser 
jingoism are evident in Canada’s 
meagre sports history. The country’s 
multi-centralism, lack of influential, 
omnipotent authority and leader-
ship, and short athletic history has 
produced a country with multiple 
sporting interests and, as a result, no 
singular sporting vision. Over the 
past 20 years Canada has only once 
finished top-15 in terms of gold med-
als won at the Summer Olympics, 
never finished top-three in terms 
of total medals won at the smaller, 
less prestigious Winter Olympics, 
and only once qualified for the 
World Cup (1986). Even in terms of 
Canada’s two most popular sports, 

hockey and football, the results have 
been lacklustre. In the three Winter 
Olympics since NHL players have 
been able to compete, the coun-
try has only won one medal (gold 
in 2002), and has never produced 
a football player who was gifted 
enough to become an all-pro at the 
highest level, the NFL. On a larger 
scale, Canada has been stripped of a 
number of beloved NHL franchises 
and, with the impending arrival of 
the NFL, could lose its only authen-
tically Canadian sport, Canadian 
football.

The reason we play sports seems 
clear, as an expression of jingoism. 
Consequently, the stronger a coun-
try’s jingoism, the more competitive 
it are at sports. This parallel helps elu-
cidate Canada’s pitiful athletic past, 
for Canada is a culture of apathy, in 
terms of both sports and jingoism.

Next Week: Part two, the present 
— the National Hockey League.

ScoreBoard 
Mar. 12

RoMeR BautiSta, Staff

Women’s hockey
CIS national championships
Ottawa, Ont.

Friday, March 7
Pool A, game one
vs. the McGill University Martlets

Bisons 0, Martlets 6
Key Bison: Stacey Corfield — 

Saturday, March 8
Pool A, game two
vs. the St. Francis Xavier University X-Men

Bisons 3, X-Men 1
Key Bison: Tammy Brade — one goal

Monday, March 10
Bronze medal game
vs. the University of Alberta Pandas

Bisons 4, Pandas 2
Key Bison: Katherine O’Rourke – two assists
Record: 22-7-2 (18-4-2 regular season, 4-3 playoffs)
Up next: the Bison women’s hockey team won bronze at the CIS national 
championships. Their season has now concluded.
Track and field

March 6-8
CIS track and Field championship
Montreal, Que.

Key Bison results:
Nathan Labbe — second place, men’s long jump
Quin Ferguson — second place, men’s 600-metre
Men’s 4 x 200-metre relay team — second place 
Men’s team: 42 points, eighth place
Women’s team: 12 points, 14th place
Up next: the Bison track and field team’s season has now concluded.

b i s O n  b r i e f s
RomeR Bautista, Staff

Miles named to All-Rookie 
team

After already winning the Canada 
West women’s hockey rookie of the 
year and being named to the con-
ference all-rookie team, the Bisons’ 
Addie Miles was hit with another 
post-season honour this past week, 
when she was named a member of the 
CIS women’s hockey all-rookie team.

Miles’ first season with the Bisons 
was great. She finished the regular 
season as the team’s high point getter 
with 22 points (10 goals, 12 assists). 
Her +14 plus/minus rating was also a 
team high this year.

Miles becomes the first Bison in 
the program’s 11-year history to be 
named to the conference all-rookie 
team.

Bison cheerleaders take 
home first prize 

The Bison cheerleading team 
won first place at the Sea to Sky 
Invitational Cheerleading competi-
tion held in Vancouver, B.C. from 
March 1 to 2.

The compeition pitted cheerlead-
ing teams from across North America 
against one another. The Bisons took 
home first place in the small co-ed 
category, which required the team to 
have three male members or less.

Bison Sports athletes of 
the week: Ferguson and 

Tammy Brade of the Bison wom-
en’s hockey team and Quin Ferguson 
of the Bison track and field team have 
been named Bison Sports Athletes of 
the Week for the week ending March 
9.

Brade finished the bronze-medal-
winning weekend with two points, 
including the game-winning goal in 
the Bison victory over the St. Francis 
Xavier University X-Men.

Ferguson earned his honour by 
winning two medals at the CIS track 
and field championships in Montreal, 
Que. Ferguson finished second in 
both the men’s 200-metre race and as 
a member of the men’s 4 x 200-metre 
relay.
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Security matters to every Canadian. The Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) works at the 
forefront of national security to ensure that our country is a safe place to live and work. Our role is to 
investigate security threats, collect and analyze information and advise the Government of Canada on 
matters relating to the security of our country and its citizens. It’s a fast-paced environment where 
employees have opportunities to take on different challenges. The Service also fosters diversity and 
inclusion, and is representative of Canada’s population.

    Requirements
    To be considered for employment at CSIS, you must:

    •  be a Canadian citizen residing in Canada for at least the past 10 years;
    •  possess an undergraduate degree from a recognized institution or,  
        for some positions, a community college diploma or certificate; and
    •  be eligible to undergo the most stringent security process.

The Service is actively recruiting qualified candidates 
from various ethnic backgrounds. For more information 
about CSIS or the positions currently available, 
please visit our Web site at www.csis.gc.ca.

           
 

A World of Challenge
A career at the forefront of national security

A World of Challenge
A career at the forefront of national security

www.csis.gc.ca
CSIS, an equal opportunity employer, has a drug-free policy.

For a rewarding career, 
choose to make a difference.  
Join the CSIS team!

We thank all applicants for their interest. Only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.

Manitoban’s 
March  

Madness 
Pool!

Enter to win great prizes
1. go to themanitoban.com after the field 
is announced mar.16
2. fill out the manitoban’s 64-team tourna-
ment bracket or fill out a bracket of your 
own.
3. drop off your completed brackets to the 
manitoban office (105 uc) or online (e-
mail to sports@themanitoban.com)
4. read the manitoban for weekly updates!

finding cindErElla
The underdogs of 2008 March Madness

AJITpAUl MANgAT, stAff

Even if you are not an NCAA 
men’s college basketball fan, 
you likely know the who’s-who 

of the collegiate basketball world head-
ing into this year’s championship. 

The North Carolinas, UCLAs 
and Dukes will be there late in the 
tournament looking for their ump-
teenth win. The Derrick Roses 
(Memphis), DJ Augustins (Texas), 
and Ty Lawsons (North Carolina) 
will be there putting on a show for 
the fans, but even more significantly, 
the scouts will be there as they look to 
woo lottery teams into drafting them. 
And the Mike Krzyzewskis (Duke), 
Bill Selfs (Kansas), and Bruce Pearls 
(Tennessee) will be there on the side-
lines drawing up the Xs and Os and 
delivering the rousing speeches that 
will drive their teams to victory. 

But, what of the Chattanoogas 
and George Masons? Those 
Cinderella teams that capture the 
hearts of a nation amid the April 
showers, blooming flowers, and hard-
court March Madness. Here are the 
teams with the best chance of putting 
on Cinderella’s glass slipper during 
this year’s tournament.
Winthrop Eagles 
(Big South Conference/Record: 22-11)

The Winthrop Eagles were able 
to claim their fourth-straight NCAA 

tournament birth by comfortably 
defeating the North Carolina-
Asheville Bulldogs in the Big South 
conference championship game, 
66-48. Besides this impressive vic-
tory the team is such a sexy choice 
to be this year’s Cinderella due to 
what they did in last year’s tourna-
ment, which was to knock off heavily 
favoured Notre Dame Fighting Irish 
in the first round and then nearly 
end the Oregon Ducks’ season in the 
second round. 

Additionally, since then, the team 
has been able to overcome many 
obstacles, from their coach, Gregg 
Marshall, leaving last summer for a 
lucrative deal at Wichita State, to the 
death of their backup point guard, 
DeAndre Adams, who was killed in 
a car accident. 

On the court, if the team is to 
succeed, they will need their leaders 
shooting guard Michael Jenkins (14.3 
ppg, 4.2 rpg) and power forward Taj 
MacCullough (11.5 ppg, 5.7 rpg) to 
carry the load. The hardships they 
have endured have made the Eagles a 
sentimental, as well as logical, choice 
to play Cinderella.
Austin Peay Governors 
(Ohio Valley Conference/Record: 
24-10)

The Austin Peay Governors were 
able to claim their first NCAA tour-
nament birth since 2003 by troun-
cing the Tennessee State Tigers in the 

Ohio Valley Conference champion-
ship game, 82-64. The Governors’ 
story is one of redemption. Last year, 
in the very same game with a tourna-
ment birth on the line, the team led 
by 20 points in the second half only 
to lose on a last second shot to the 
Eastern Kentucky Colonels. Led by 
shooting guard Todd Babington’s 24 
points, the hungry team made sure 
that did not happen again. 

Two factors that play in the 
Governors’ favour is that they are an 
experienced team, with three of their 
starters being seniors and that they 
are not reliant on a single player, with 
five of their players averaging double-
digit point totals. If the team does 
have a star player it is forward Drake 
Reed, who averaged 14.6 ppg and 5.7 
rpg during the regular season. With 
the memories of last year fresh, and 
this being many players last chance 
to play collegiate basketball, the team 
has a surfeit of impetus to upset a 
team or two in the 2008 tournament.
Belmont Bruins 
(Atlantic Sun Conference/Record: 
25-8)

The Belmont Bruins were able 
to claim their third-straight NCAA 
tournament birth by easily over-
coming the Jacksonville Dolphins in 
Atlantic Sun conference champion-
ship game, 79-61. In the process, they 
set a record with their third consecu-
tive Atlantic Sun championships. 

The mantra of the Bruins this sea-
son has been “Make History,” which 
head coach Rick Byrd put on a sign 
outside the locker room before the sea-
son began. The past two tournaments 
have been difficult for the Bruins, as 
they have been overwhelmed in the 
first round. In 2006, they lost to 
UCLA, 78-44; and in 2007, they lost 
to Georgetown, 80-55. If Belmont 
has any chance of pulling off an upset 
they will need to continue their hot 
shooting from outside the arc. The 
team finished fourth in the nation in 
three-point shooting, with small for-
ward Matthew Dotson doing most 
of the damage (41.7 per cent from 
beyond the arc). 

Additionally, they will need to 
lean on their experienced duo of 
senior Justin Hare and junior Shane 
Dansby, who lead the team in scoring 
at 14.9 ppg and 13.8 ppg, respectively. 
As a likely 15-seed, the Bruins will 
be hard-pressed to advance passed 
the first round, but in the early part 
of a tournament the most import-
ant strength is three-point shooting, 
which the Bruins do better than most 
top seeds.
Next week: check out the Manitoban’s 
2008 March Madness viewing guide. 
Also, don’t forget to join our March 
Madness pool and earn an opportunity 
to win some great prizes!

the Manitoban’s best 
bisons oF the WeeK
For the week ending Mar. 9, 2008
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nathan labbe, 

track and field

Like his teammate on the Bison track 
and field team Quin Ferguson, Labbe 
finished the meet with two silver med-
als. Labbe was a member of the 
men’s 4 x 200-metre silver-medal-
winning relay team and also won an 
individual silver medal in the men’s 
long jump. Labbe’s medal-winning 
jump was 7.19-metres.

chantal laRocque, 
woMen’s hockey

Larocque scored the Bison women’s 
hockey team’s game-winning goal 
in Manitoba’s 4-2 victory over the 
University of Alberta Pandas. The 
win earned the Bisons the bronze 
medal at the CIS women’s hockey 
national championship.


